




Table 2: Number of test purchase inspections conducted by NEHS per year 

Year 

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 

Number of Test 0 411 393 389 396 

Purchase 

inspections 

In cases where a nicotine inhaling product is so Id to a child during the test purchase inspection the NEHS 

takes a prosecution to the District Court. The NEHS publishes at regular intervals details of convictions in 

relation to tobacco products and nicotine inhaling products. Details can be viewed on the HSE webpage 

at: https://www.hse.ie/eng/about/who/tobaccocontrol/enforcement/ 

For your information, prosecutions taken by the HSE where the Judge applies the Probation Act cases are 

not published on the HSE website. 

I trust the information provided in this response answers your question posed to the Minister. 

Y ours sincerely, 

Margaret Ruddy 

Principal Environmental Health Officer 
Tobacco Control Office 

National Environmental Health Service 
Health Service Executive 
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