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EU R&I on civil security: 
overview 
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● A work programme structured in 6 destinations

HE CLUSTER 3: Civil Security for Society
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EU-funded Security Research: Then and now



EU-funded Security Research: Then and now
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● 3+ billion EUR and 700+ projects since 2007 

● Supports the implementation of EU policy priorities and provides feedback to EU policy 

on security, including cybersecurity, and disaster risk reduction and resilience

● Tech and methodologies for law enforcement, border management, civil protection, 

customs, disaster risk management, pandemic preparedness, maritime security, 

protection of critical infrastructures…

● Much of today’s civil security tech from European companies and users (dark web 

crawlers, automated border gates, fingerprint readers, cargo scanners, CBRN 

detectors, sensors, early disaster warning etc) come from this programme

● Five pillars: researchers, practitioners (police, forensic institutes, border and coast 

guards, customs authorities, civil protection, firefighters, emergency units…), civil 

society and industry (incl. SMEs)

EU Security R&I funding



Community for Research and Innovation for 
Security (CERIS)



The role of practitioners in 
the “Fighting Crime and 
Terrorism” (FCT) overall 
research process



• Research is not stand-alone; it is part 

of a wider Capability Development 

Process

• How can we be better prepared when 

addressing current & future security 

challenges?

→ Move from a reactive to a proactive 

approach in security, based on foresight, 

prevention & anticipation. 

→ Enable police authorities, forensic institutes 

and other relevant practitioners to identify & 

develop the capabilities they need for the 

future. R&I is key here.

→ Use adequate funding instruments to 

acquire & implement innovative solutions.

Pursuing a forward-looking capability-driven approach in security 
forward-looking capability-driven approach in security
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● Five main actors: 

o Researchers

o Policy makers

o Industry

o Citizens

o Practitioners: 

➢ mandatory participation

➢ practitioners’ needs in the core of projects

➢ networks of practitioners

➢ JHA agencies: EMCDDA (EUDA) & Europol mandates, CEPOL

➢ EU Innovation Hub for Internal Security

FCT Capability-based Approach



● Understanding the users’ needs and the state of the art

● Strengthening cooperation among practitioners at the EU level and with 

other FCT actors 

● Testing, providing feedback and validating solutions, including training 

materials

● Disseminating results

● Uptaking outcomes

● Identifying the next step

Critical role of the practitioners in: 



EU security research and the Hub/Agencies*

programming evaluation project lifetime

* if clearly for some area: individual Agencies having that possibility in their

mandate (EUDA, Europol, Frontex, eu-Lisa) ; if cross-cutting: the Hub

post-project

participation in 
evaluations of 
selected topics 
(if no conflict of 
interest)

foresight; 
horizon 
scanning; 
providing input 
on priorities (if 
no conflict of 
interest)

feedback / 
assessing gaps and 
needs (if no 
conflict of interest)

cooperation with
projects;
support the 
dissemination;
(update the) 
mapping of 
projects;
start assessing
the results and 
possible uptake

assess the 
results;
improve the 
innovation 
uptake

EU security research and the Hub/Agencies*



Key messages

● Increased relevance of civil security research

● EU Security R&I

● provides support to the implementation of EU policy priorities and 

feedback to policy 

● is part of a wider ecosystem 

● Practitioners’ involvement in the security R&I cycle is a key for strategic 

innovation

● Anticipation of a later uptake is crucial
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