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“Deliberative 
democracy”

An amazing process 
– seeking 
recommendations 
from citizens



Our mandate was set by the 
Houses of the Oireachtas



Important that we had good advice throughout

Citizens’ Assembly
X 100

Advisory Support Group

• Judge Ann Ryan
• Prof. Jo-Hanna Ivers
• Joe O’Neill
• Philly McMahon
• Prof. Mary Cannon
• Brian Galvin
• Prof. John Garry

Lived Experience Group

• Andy O’Hara
• Karl Ducque
• Shannon Connors
• Fionn Sexton Connolly
• Judge Ann Ryan
• Prof. Jo-Hanna Ivers
• Philly McMahon

Legal Advisory Group

• Brendan Hughes, EMCDDA
• Prof. Tom O’Malley, Galway 

University
• Dr. James Windle, UCC
• Prof. Yvonne Daly, DCU
• Prof. Andrew Percy, QUB
• Prof. Deirdre Healy, UCD

Steering Group
X 6

Members of the Assembly
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The assembly engaged in a range of processes





Some common 
themes emerged 
during the process

• Pervasive and changing nature 
of drug use

• Stigma and marginalisation

• Impact of early life trauma

• Vicious cycle of criminality

• Access to services

• Political priority?

• Funding & resourcing



We concluded in 
late October 2023 
& balloted on our 
recommendations



We made 36 
recommendations

Across a range of areas including
• Decriminalisation via a health 

lead approach
• Specific focus on marginalised 

communities
• Political prioritisation
• Access to services
• Funding & resourcing
• Prevention & Education



Thank you.

The work of the Citizens’ Assembly on Drugs Use via:

Website: www.citizensassembly.ie

Twitter (X):  @paulreiddublin

http://www.citizensassembly.ie/
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