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Library of Alexandria, 300 – 30 BC
19th C. German engraving

Source: Encyclopaedia Britannica 
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Librarian titles

In the Temple of Thoth there was a priest known as

‘Keeper of the Sacred Books’

and his assistant, bore the title

‘Lady of Letters, Mistress of the House of Books’

Librarians responsible for medical books had titles such as: 

‘Scribe of the Double House of Life’ and

‘Learned Men of the Magic Library’

Thoth

Birchette KP (1973) The History of Medical Libraries from 2000 B.C. to 1900 A.D. Bull Med 
Libr Assoc. 1973 July; 61(3): 302–308
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Library collection

Irish and key international research on substance misuse:  

• Illegal substances - opiates, cocaine, cannabis, sedatives, 
stimulants, hallucinogens, and new psychoactive substances

• Problematic use of other substances - alcohol, prescription 
and over-the-counter medication

• Tobacco and nicotine

• Other addictions, such as gambling and gaming
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www.drugsandalcohol.iewww.drugsandalcohol.ie
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Advanced 
search
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Subjects –
top level
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Subjects -
sublevels
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Advanced 
search -
example
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Advanced search 
results
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Advanced search 
- refining
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2019–

Advanced search 
- example
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Save your 
advanced search
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Key Irish data
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Key Irish data resource
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Factsheets
1. [FactSheet]HRB National Drugs Library. (2023) Factsheet: Alcohol - the Irish situation.
Dublin: HRB National Drugs Library. 

2. [FactSheet]HRB National Drugs Library. (2023) Factsheet: Young people, drugs and alcohol: 
the Irish situation. Dublin: HRB National Drugs Library. 

3. [FactSheet]HRB National Drugs Library. (2023) Factsheet: Gambling - the Irish situation.
Dublin: Health Research Board. 

4. [FactSheet]HRB National Drugs Library. (2023) Factsheet: Smoking and vaping - the Irish 
situation. Dublin: HRB National Drugs Library. 

5. [FactSheet]HRB National Drugs Library. (2023) Factsheet: Cannabis - the Irish situation.
Dublin: HRB National Drugs Library. 

6. [FactSheet]HRB National Drugs Library. (2023) Factsheet: Cocaine - the Irish situation.
Dublin: HRB National Drugs Library. 

7. [FactSheet]HRB National Drugs Library. (2023) Factsheet: MDMA/ecstasy - the Irish situation.
Dublin: HRB National Drugs Library. 
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Key Irish data – regional data
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We have created a data factsheet for each CHO area with information on drug prevalence 
and treatment.

•CHO area 1 – Donegal, Sligo, Leitrim, Cavan and Monaghan

•CHO area 2 – Galway, Roscommon and Mayo

•CHO area 3 – Limerick, Clare and North Tipperary

•CHO area 4 – Kerry and Cork

•CHO area 5 – South Tipperary, Carlow, Kilkenny, Waterford and Wexford

•CHO area 6 – Wicklow and Dublin South East

•CHO area 7 – Kildare, West Wicklow, Dublin West, Dublin South City, and Dublin Southwest

•CHO area 8 – Laois, Offaly, Longford, Westmeath, Louth and Meath

•CHO area 9 – Dublin North, Dublin North Central and Dublin North West

To view data for all CHO areas in one factsheet, see: Drugs data factsheet: All CHO areas

See also, Doyle, Anne (2023) Regional alcohol-related harm - County level factsheet. 
Dublin: Health Research Board.

Regional data – HSE CHO area
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Prevalence data
How many people use alcohol and other drugs in Ireland? 
Drug prevalence is the proportion of a population who have used drugs in a given time period.

- The 2019–20 Irish National Drug and Alcohol Survey: main findings report
- Regional data from the NDAS is available in our CHO factsheets
- Gambling in the Republic of Ireland. Results from the 2019–20 NDAS

National population surveys have taken place in Ireland, every four to five years since 2002. 
Click this link for previous national survey reports,
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Treatment data
National Drug Treatment Reporting System
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NDTRS treatment data tables – variables 1
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NDTRS treatment data tables – variables 2
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NDTRS treatment data results table

Example – Alcohol as main problem drug and living with whom
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NDTRS treatment data – bar chart 

Alcohol and Living with whom
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NDTRS treatment data – Pie chart

Alcohol and employment status
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Deaths data

The National Drug-Related Deaths Index (NDRDI) provides information about the number of deaths by drug 
and alcohol poisoning; and deaths among drug users and people who are alcohol dependent in Ireland.

New preliminary figures from the Health Research Board (HRB) on drug-related deaths show there were 409 
poisoning deaths in 2020.* There were also 397 non-poisoning deaths, with hanging the most common cause of 
these deaths. The findings were presented at the Citizens Assembly on Drug Use on Saturday 24 June 2023.

Key findings
• 409 deaths were poisonings and 8 in 10 of these deaths involved more than one drug
• Almost 6 in 10 involved benzodiazepines and many of them had more than one type of benzodiazepine
• 3 in 10 involved cocaine
• 2 in 10 involved alcohol (as part of a poly drug poisoning)…
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Newsletters
The library newsletter is a monthly electronic digest of Irish drug, alcohol and tobacco publications, 
news and Dail debates.

Click here to read the current issue of the newsletter

Drugnet Ireland is a quarterly newsletter by the Health Research Board. It contains 
up-to-date information, news and summaries of research findings.
Click here to read the current issue
Click here to read previous issues (from 2004)

Click here to sign up for the library newsletter and drugnet Ireland
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National report and Policy reports pages 
National report 

The annual national report for Ireland is 
separated into a series of themes:

Drug policy
Drugs
Drug markets and crime
Harms and harm reduction
Legal framework
Prevention
Prison
Treatment

Additional resources:
EMCDDA European drug report 2023

Policy reports
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Key Irish data – alcohol pages
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Alcohol policy page
• Office of the Attorney General (2018) Public Health (Alcohol) Act 2018.

• Alcohol Action Ireland (05 Jun 2019) What is the Public Health (Alcohol) Act?

• (2021) Alcohol consumption, alcohol-related harm and alcohol policy in Ireland. HRB Overview Series 11.

• (2022) Alcohol and other drug use among children and young people in Ireland: prevalence, risk and protective factors, consequences,
responses, and policies. HRB Overview Series 12

The following links give you access to specific alcohol-related topics for Ireland
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Alcohol policy page - topics
The following links give you access to specific alcohol-related topics for Ireland

The following links give you access to specific alcohol-related topics for Ireland and internationally
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Alcohol research page
For local data, see our 
regional data webpage

The following links give you access to specific alcohol-related topics for Ireland
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Key Irish data resource & other resources
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• Quick updates – Library newsletter, Drugnet Ireland,      : @hrbdrugslibrary
Register and save searches for your subjects of interest using the advanced search

• Search our collection

• Summaries – National and regional factsheets

• Policy – Policy page & Dail debates

• Prevalence, treatment, deaths & alcohol data – Key Irish data resource

• Other resources – Practitioner portal, doing research, useful websites…

www.drugsandalcohol.ie

Summary
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Empowering 
through evidence


