External Resources — Alcohol Resources

Dear Principal,

This note is to confirm that, as advised by the HSE and the Department of Health, it is
not appropriate to use resources or materials produced or funded by the alcohol
industry for education and awareness on alcohol in schools, or for teachers to attend,
in their professional capacity, associated training which may be offered by
organisations funded by the alcohol industry.

The Department of Health further advises that the involvement of organisations funded
by the alcohol industry in providing such resources in schools represents a distinct
conflict of interest, and that there is no place for the alcohol industry in schools. It
recommends that schools use independent and trusted sources of information when
engaging with students on issues around alcohol.

The NCCA provides guidelines for teachers in choosing resources for use in their
SPHE programme. In these guidelines the NCCA encourages teachers to question the
origin and funding of such resources as well as the evidence base used in their
production. If, for example, resources are funded by parties with conflicts of interests,
such as alcohol resources produced by Drinkaware, which is funded by the alcohol
industry, then in line with the clear advice of the HSE and the Department of Health
they should not be used in schools. In the same way, these guidelines apply in regard
to resources funded by other industry sectors where there is a potential conflict of
interest.

These guidelines are available on the NCCA'’s online toolkit here: Preparation for
Teaching (curriculumonline.ie).

There are evidence-based resources on alcohol and drugs for schools developed by
the HSE with the support of the Department of Education and the National Council for
Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA). The 'Know the Score' programme is a substance
misuse programme published in 2019 for Transition Year or 5th year pupils. Know the
Score can be found here: Know the Score Resources for Post Primary Teachers -
HSE.ie, and associated training is available for teachers.

In addition to this, ‘Making Healthy Choices’ resources for Junior Cycle SPHE are
being developed. Unit 1 is currently available on the NCCA's online toolkit for SPHE to
support teachers in addressing issues of alcohol, tobacco and drug use. Units 2 and 3
of this programme are due to be published in 2023.

In some areas, staff from the local HSE Drugs and Alcohol Taskforce may be willing to
talk to students about issues related to drug and alcohol use in the local area, as an
external resource for schools. The Department provides clear guidance to schools on
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the engagement of outside speakers and on the use of external resources to assist in
delivering the curriculum. These guidelines are most recently outlined in updated
circular 0042/2018 for primary schools and 0043/2018 for post primary schools.
Programmes delivered by visitors or external agencies must use appropriate evidence-
based methodologies with clear educational outcomes.

These circulars also require that all materials proposed for use by external providers
must be approved in advance by the principal and Board of Management, be age and
stage appropriate for pupils and be in line with the ethos of the school, and the
principles of the SPHE curriculum.

Curriculum and Assessment Policy Unit
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Acmhainni Seachtracha — Acmhainni maidir le hAlcol

A Phriomhoide,

Dearbhaionn an néta seo, mar ata molta ag FSS agus an Roinn Slainte, nach bhfuil sé
oiriinach acmhainni né 4bhair arna dtairgeadh n6é arna maoinil ag an tionscal alcdéil a
Usaid don oideachas né feasacht faoin alcél i scoileanna, n6é ma fhreastalaionn
muinteoiri, ar bhonn gairmiil, ar oilidint bhainteach a d’fhéadfadh eagraiochtai arna
maoinil ag an tionscal alcail a thairiscint.

Molann an Roinn Slainte a thuilleadh go Iéirionn an bhaint at4 ag eagraiochtai arna
maoiniu ag an tionscal alcadil i solathar na n-acmhainni seo i scoileanna coimhlint leasa
ar leith, agus nar cheart do thionscal an alcail a bheith i lathair i scoileanna. Molann si
go mbaineann scoileanna Usdid as foinsi eolais neamhspledcha iontaofa agus iad ag
idirghabhail le daltai faoi fhadhbanna a bhaineann leis an alcél.

Cuireann an CNCM treoirlinte ar fail do mhuinteoiri agus iad ag roghnt acmhainni le
huséid ina gclar OSPS. Sna treoirlinte seo spreagann an CNCM muinteoiri chun bunus
agus foinse maoinithe na n-acmhainni sin, chomh maith leis an mbonn fianaise a
Usaideadh ina dtairgeadh, a cheistit. Mar shampla, ma mhaoinitear acmhainni ag
pairtithe le coimhlinti leasa, ar n6s acmhainni alcéil arna dtairgeadh ag Drinkaware, a
mhaoinitear ag an tionscal alcéil, de réir mholadh FSS agus na Roinne Slainte nior
cheart iad a Uséid i scoileanna. Ar an mbealach céanna, ta na treoirlinte seo i bhfeidhm
maidir leis na hacmhainni a mhaoinitear ag earnélacha tionscail eile a bhfuil coimhlint
leasa fhéideartha ann.

Ta na treoirlinte seo ar fail i measc fhoinsi an CNCM ar line anseo: Ag Ullmhud don
Teagasc (curriculumonline.ie).

T& acmhainni bunaithe ar fhianaise maidir le halcdl agus drugai le haghaidh
scoileanna ann, arna bhforbairt ag FSS le tacaiocht 6n Roinn Oideachais agus 6n
gComhairle Néisiunta Curaclaim agus Measunachta (CNCM). Is clar maidir le mi-uséid
substainti € an clar ‘Know the Score’, a seoladh in 2019 le haghaidh daltai Idirbhliana
né daltai an 50 bliain. Is féidir ‘Know the Score’ a aimsiu anseo: Ta ‘Know the Score’ -
Acmbhainni le haghaidh Muinteoiri lar-Bhunscoile - HSE.ie agus oiliint bhainteach ar
fail do mhuinteaoiri.

Anuas air seo, td acmhainni ‘Making Healthy Choices’ le haghaidh OSPS na sraithe
sOisearai & bhforbairt. TA Aonad 1 ar fail faoi lathair i measc fhoinsi an CNCM ar line le
haghaidh OSPS chun tacu le muinteoiri maidir le dul i ngleic le fadhbanna Usaide
alcoil, tobac agus drugai. T4 Aonad 2 agus Aonad 3 den chlar seo le foilsit in 2023.

| gceantair airithe, féadfaidh baill foirne aitidla 6 Thascfhorsa Drugai agus Alcoéil FSS a
bheith sasta labhairt le daltai faoi fhadhbanna a bhaineann le hiséid drugai agus alcail
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Roinn treoir shoiléir ar fail do scoileanna maidir le fostu urlabhraithe seachtracha agus
maidir le hdséid acmhainni seachtracha chun cuidit le solathar an churaclaim. Ta an
leagan is déanai de na treoirlinte seo leagtha amach i gciorclan 0042/2018 le haghaidh
bunscoileanna agus ciorclan 0043/2018 le haghaidh iar-bhunscoileanna. Caithfidh clair
a sholathraionn cuairteoiri n6 gniomhaireachtai seachtracha modheolaiochtai
oiriinacha, ata bunaithe ar fhianaise agus a bhfuil torthai soiléire oideachasula acu, a
uséid.

Ceanglaionn na ciorclain seo go gcaithfidh na habhair ar fad a bheartaitear le hisaid
ag solathraithe seachtracha a bheith faofa roimh ré ag an bpriomhoide agus ag an
mBord Bainistiochta, oiriinach d’aois na ndaltai agus don chéim ag a bhfuil siad agus i
gcomhréir le héiteas na scoile agus le prionsabail an churaclaim OSPS.

An tAonad Polasai Curaclaim agus Measunaithe
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