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Foreword by the Minister for Justice

I am honoured to present the 2020 Annual
Report for my Department. This report details
not just the continued progress of the
Department's Transformation programme but
also reflects the impact of the COVID-19
pandemic and the progress made in furthering
our policy objectives during this time.

COVID-19 posed massive challenges to the staff
and agencies of the Department. Many of my
officials were on the frontline in the country's
response to the pandemic, both in our agencies
and the Department itself, and for that, | extend
my most sincere gratitude. | am extremely
proud to work alongside the talented and
hardworking staff across the Justice sector.

My Department’s vision is for a safe, fair and
inclusive Ireland, and as the country grappled

- : with the myriad of challenges brought about by
the COVID-19 pandemic, the focus on that vision has never been more important.

The efforts to adapt to and overcome the COVID-19 challenges outlined in this Annual
Report demonstrates the willingness of the staff of the Department and its offices,
agencies and bodies, to work in every circumstance, to better serve the public good.

The initial responses to the pandemic as it first surfaced in the early part of the year, and
the contingency plans developed as the scale of the situation became apparent are detailed
in this report. | commend all the teams who worked so hard on these plans to tackle what
was a constantly changing challenge, and one which had not been faced for a hundred
years.

| am very conscious too, that the plans and procedures designed to keep our country safe
required the goodwill and extremely hard work of many people on the ground.

At the height of the crisis, An Garda Siochana were the very public face of the State for the
many people who encountered them through high visibility checkpoints and local patrols.
Their professional yet friendly policy to engage, educate and encourage compliance with
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restrictions, brought a real reassurance to our streets when the crisis threatened to
overwhelm normality for many people.

All of the agencies, offices and bodies that work with this Department deserve great credit
and thanks for their work in such a difficult year. | am especially grateful to all those whose
positions meant they could not work from home, all those who worked across our
immigration services, on our IT systems and in the face to face worlds of the Courts
Service, Irish Prison Service and our probation system.

There are many more agencies and individuals to whom thanks is due and their work is
detailed in this report. On my own behalf, and on behalf of the Minister of State, James
Browne TD, | would like to thank all the staff of the Department, and the bodies under its
remit, for their exemplary service and extraordinary commitment to public service in this
difficult year.

Helen McEntee, TD
Minister for Justice
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Introduction by the Secretary General

In 2020, our work landscape was dominated by the COVID-
19 pandemic and our response to it. Within the pages of this
report is a real sense of the extraordinary efforts made by so
many of our colleagues to ensure that we continued to fulfil
our responsibility to the state and its citizens.

Within weeks of the crisis taking hold, this Department had
moved hundreds of staff to fully remote working. The
logistics of this alone were hugely complicated and made
possible only through the hard work and long hours of all the
teams involved and | am grateful to you all.

But, at many points throughout the COVID-19 pandemic,
colleagues were under great pressure, as ‘normal’ ways of
working were no longer relevant or did not meet our needs. It
is testament to the whole organisation really living our values
of openness, collaboration and professionalism that vital
services continued to be provided.

This is not to ignore the reality that there were some difficulties in certain areas. Public
health restrictions impacted those sections which, by their nature, rely on face to face
interaction or paper based correspondence. It is worth noting however, that alternative
delivery methods and new online systems were developed by these sections in conjunction
with our IM&T, Legislation and Operations teams, so that we could continue to do our duty
on behalf of the pubilic.

It is also worth highlighting that, on a daily basis, despite the risk from COVID-19, frontline
staff continued to work in the Department and in our agencies. This dedication to duty and
public service is another aspect of this Department and its staff that I'm very proud of. .

Before the COVID-19 pandemic began, we had just completed our historic Transformation
project which allowed us to adapt dynamically to the challenges of the COVID-19
pandemic and we are now in a position to embed the positive practices of flexible working,
digitisation and collaboration that have served us during this crisis.
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In November 2020 we once again became the Department of Justice as Equality
transferred to the newly expanded Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration
and Youth. Our colleagues in these areas were responsible for the development of many of
the progressive equality policies and legislative changes that helped to reshape the social
fabric of Ireland. Their work in the areas of human rights, accessibility, LGBTI+ rights and
combatting racism is a fantastic legacy and certainly contributed to a fairer Ireland. We are
committed to sustaining those principles in all the work we do.

Justice is a people business. Our work has meaning and purpose because it directly impacts
on the public, often at times of vulnerability or personal crisis. Increasingly, an important
aspect of our organisational culture is creating opportunities to listen to the people most
impacted by our work and problem solve with them. Meaningful, authentic collaboration
gives us valuable insight, and leads to better informed and sustainable outcomes.

This Annual Report outlines just some of our work in the year 2020, but its scope and
breadth evidences the exemplary service the staff of the Department provide to Ministers,
the Oireachtas and the pubilic.

| believe we can all take pride in these outputs, which are a tribute to the commitment and
skill of all those who work for the Department itself and its agencies across the Justice
sector.

Oonagh McPhillips
Secretary General
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1. Our Operating Environment

1.1 Responsibilities of the Department

The Department of Justice works to advance community and national security, promote
justice and equality, and safeguard human rights, to achieve our vision of a safe, fair and
inclusive Ireland.

The Department’s remit covers activities as diverse as the security of the State, the
protection of life and property, the prevention and detection of crime, overseeing services
for the buying and selling of property, managing inward migration to the State, providing a
Courts Service, various other regulatory services and updating our criminal and civil laws.

These are crucial to sustaining a democratic society and must be exercised in a manner
reflecting the commitment to human rights and equality set out in the Irish Constitution
and the European Convention on Human Rights.

The Department plays a key role internationally, particularly in the context of the EU
Justice and Home Affairs Council. There is also significant involvement with other
international bodies such as the Council of Europe, the United Nations and the
International Labour Organisation.

A range of other responsibilities are also exercised on behalf of the Minister by agencies
operating on either a statutory or an administrative basis.

1.2 Public Sector Duty

The Public Sector Duty (Section 42 of the IHREC Act 2014) is consistent with the core
functions and values of the Department of Justice. The Department continues to value and
promote equality and human rights through its day to day work, whether in developing
policy and legislation, or delivering key public services in an efficient, fair manner with
integrity and respect for human dignity.

The Public Sector Duty is equally relevant to the experience of the staff of the Department,
which is committed to creating an environment that promotes positive engagement, critical
analysis, open and honest communication and embracing diverse perspectives. Throughout
2020 the Department reviewed and revised the organisational Values. A consultation
process with staff and senior management resulted in a refreshed set of Values; Open,

9



An Roinn Dli agus Cirt
Department of Justice

Collaborative and Professional. The new Values will be formally launched in 2021 with a
supporting programme of work to embed the Values and associated behaviours into our
future work practices and culture.

The Department of Justice Statement of Strategy 2021-2023 was also developed
throughout 2020, and involved extensive consultation and engagement with bodies and
partners across the wider justice sector; other government Departments, the Oireachtas
Committee on Justice and several Non-Governmental Organisations. A public submission
process publicised on the Department’s website and social medial platforms generated over
200 submissions which have served to inform and strengthen the development of our
Strategy Statement.

EDI Strategy/Equality Diversity Inclusion and Public Sector Duty Committee

During 2020, the Department established an Equality Diversity Inclusion and Public
Sector Duty Committee to oversee the public sector Human Rights and Equality Duty
and to devise, oversee and promote equality, diversity and inclusion for the
Department of Justice. The Committee met three times and held two workshops in
2020.

A key objective for the Committee is the development of the Department’s first
Equality Diversity Inclusion Strategy. The draft objectives of this strategy will focus on:
improving the accessibility and quality of our services; supporting the development of a
skilled and diverse workforce; building and embedding a workplace culture which
facilitates, supports and encourages contributions from all; the promotion of cultural
awareness. The Strategy will also have due regard to our commitments across a
number of national strategies, along with our obligations under Section 42 of the Irish
Human Rights and Equality Commission Act 2014.

The development of the strategy has commenced and the approach will include a wide
ranging consultation phase with our internal stakeholders as well as engagement with
external stakeholders. The strategy is due for publication in Q3 2021 and will be
central to the Department’s mission of working for a safe, fair, inclusive Ireland.

OPS 2020 Action 16 - Maturity Model

An Garda Siochana and the Department of Justice are co-sponsors of Action 16 under
the Our Public Service (OPS) 2020 framework- to promote equality, diversity and
inclusion in the public service. Key products from the work of the Action Team were a

10
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vision statement, which commits Government Departments and other public service
bodies to take a proactive approach to Equality Diversity and Inclusion, along with a
Maturity Model, designed to assist organisations to reflect and assess their
performance across a number of important areas. The Department of Justice will pilot
the Maturity Model as a self-assessment tool and the findings will be used to inform
the development of its Equality, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI) strategy.

Learning and Development

Notwithstanding the restraints presented by the COVID-19 pandemic, the Department
delivered a number of online induction sessions for new entrants over the course of
2020, which were used to highlight how the Department promotes equality of
opportunity and dignity at work and to introduce them to the Department’s Disability
Liaison Officer, who provided an overview of the resources available to all staff.

As part of our various development initiatives, the Department seeks to support staff
in pursuing additional study and continuous professional development along with
targeted team based interventions. By way of example, the Department hosted training
presented by the National Disability Authority on the topic of disability and the issues
for consideration when formulating policy and legislation. Other bespoke modules
developed and delivered included: Disputes and Investigation Managing Dispersed Teams,
Self-Care, Creating boundaries, and Managing Challenging Behaviours.

Despite an initial hiatus due to COVID-19 in early 2020, a number of staff resumed
studying for a certificate programme in Immigration Studies with DCU. The
programme, which is specifically tailored to the needs of the Department, is aimed at
staff working in the immigration related areas of the organisation. In addition, our
Annual Refund of Fees Scheme, saw a number of staff apply for and receive funding to
pursue post-entry education courses in Human Rights and Equality.

Internships and Work Placements

The Department also collaborates with ‘Ahead’ on its Willing Able Mentoring programme
(WAM). This programme aims to promote access to the labour market for graduates
with disabilities, and build the capacity of employers to integrate disability into the
mainstream workplace. During 2020, one placement commenced under this
programme, however due to the pandemic further placements were put on hold.
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The Department also facilitates a number of transition year work experience
placements. Most recently this was in collaboration with the North East Inner City
Placement Scheme. However, the public health restrictions and practical barriers
meant that it was not possible in facilitate a TY intake in 2020.

Disability Consultative Committee

The Departmental Consultative Committee (DCC) provides a forum for engagement
between Departmental officials, representatives of the National Disability Authority
(NDA) and representatives of the Disability Stakeholders Group, particularly in relation
to implementation of the National Disability Inclusion Strategy. It also provides an
opportunity for the Department to update on current issues of interest and for the
groups to raise issues that are of concern to them.

Access Officer

The Department has an Access Officer in accordance with Section 26(2) of the
Disability Act. The Access Officer is responsible for providing, arranging or co-
ordinating assistance to persons with disabilities who wish to access the services
provided by the Department. The Access Officer also acts as a point of contact for
persons with disabilities who wish to access such services.
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2. Department Structure

2.1 Overview of the Department

The Department is aligned under two pillars, Civil Justice and Criminal Justice, each led by
a Deputy Secretary General. Each pillar contains the following functions: Policy,
Legislation, Governance, and Operations and Service Delivery.

Supporting the work of both pillars are the enabling functions of Corporate, Transparency,
and European Affairs.

The Immigration Service Delivery function located in the Civil Justice pillar manages the
delivery of immigration and international protection services for the Department and the
State.

This structure is designed to enable more flexibility, better service to our customers,
greater transparency and accountability, and evidence-led strategic planning and policy
development, while remaining loyal to traditional civil service values of integrity,
impartiality and professionalism.

Management Board Department of Justice
December 2020 Secretary General

Civil Justice Criminal Justice
Deputy Secretary Deputy Secretary

13
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2.2 Overview of Pillars and Functions

Civil Justice Pillar

e Directing a programme of reform and modernisation in civil justice, with the aims of
promoting access to justice, taking forward the Government’s legislative programme,
meeting international obligations, and advising on legislative initiatives in the Justice
and Equality field generally.

e Overseeing the development of strategic and legislative measures to promote
equality, inclusion and integration in Irish society, and promote a fair and balanced
responsive immigration system, working closely with a wide range of Government
and civil society actors.

e Assisting the Secretary General to set a clear vision for the Department through the
development of strategy, policy, objectives and targets for all aspects of the work of
the Department and to deliver on the extensive programme of organisational change
being implemented in the Department.

Responsibility for a number of functions in the equality, disability, migrant integration,
International Protection Accommodation Services and the Irish Refugee Protection
Programme has transferred to the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration
and Youth.

Criminal Justice Pillar

e Setting a clear vision for the Criminal Justice pillar through the development of
strategy with particular focus on effective collaboration across the criminal justice
system and with other partners across Government Departments and agencies,
while upholding the independence and accountability of individual stakeholder
organisations.

e Overseeing the Department’s implementation of the radical change set out in the
2018 report of the Commission for the Future of Policing in Ireland.

e National security and North-South/East-West cooperation on criminal and security
matters.

14
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e Assisting the Secretary General to set a clear vision for the Department through the
development of strategy, policy, objectives and targets for all aspects of the work of
the Department and to deliver on the extensive programme of organisational change
being implemented in the Department.

Central Pillar

The central pillar functions of Transparency, Corporate and European Affairs support
and enable the strategic and operational goals of the Civil Justice and Criminal Justice
pillars.

2.3 Functions within Civil Justice and Criminal Justice Pillars

The functions within the pillars are as follows:

Policy

The Policy function develops long term, evidence-based policy through research and
analysis of information and data from multiple sources. It takes a proactive and strategic
view of justice and equality policy formulation and review, and enables the Department to
provide the best possible advice to the Minister and Government in the long-term interest
of all citizens. The Policy function is split into two main areas.

The Strategic Policy, Planning and Research area establishes the Department’s policy
agenda, advises on policy priorities and oversees the policy lifecycle. The team is also
responsible for policy-related research and evaluation activities and managing project
collaborations, policy tracking and administrative requirements of the policy function.

The Subject Matter Resource and Applied Policy team leads the development of policy on
specific policy themes. The team drafts, consults on and manages the approval of
EU/International and applied policies. Subject Matter Resource within this team works
collaboratively across the Policy function and across the Department, providing knowledge
on specific policies and represents the Department externally and at EU/International level.

Legislation

The legislation function is responsible for drafting both primary and secondary legislation
and creating and moving Bills through the Attorney General’s Office and the Oireachtas.

15
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Through consultation with relevant stakeholders, the legislation function deals with both
Irish law and the transposition of EU and International law.

It advises and works closely with other functions to ensure that relevant implications are
considered at all stages of the legislative process

Governance

The Governance function is the oversight function for the agencies under the aegis of the
Department. Working collaboratively, the function ensures that agencies have a clear
strategy, meet agreed standards of performance, transparency and governance, and
manage their resources appropriately. The Governance function supports independent
Agencies to perform effectively and adopt a consistent approach based on recognised
standards, which can be tailored to each Body as appropriate to ensure clarity, fairness and
accountability.

A list of the statutory and non-statutory Bodies under the Department’s aegis is at
Appendix 1

Operations and Service Delivery

Operations and Service Delivery is a core function which delivers frontline services for the
Department, as well as enabling all other functions to operate effectively within a fast-
paced and changing world. The Operations teams (located in the Civil Justice pillar) are
responsible for all planning, risk management, project and change management. The
Operations teams also focus on continuous improvement within the Department by setting
and tracking key performance indicators and goals, as well as outside the Department by
ensuring all customers experience consistent customer service. The Service Delivery teams
manage the delivery of efficient, robust and customer-centric frontline services for the
Department, consulting with relevant stakeholders, and identifying opportunities for
continuous improvement.

Immigration Service Delivery (Civil Justice Pillar only)

The purpose of the Immigration Service Delivery function in the Civil Justice and Equality
Pillar is to manage the delivery of efficient, robust and customer-centric frontline
immigration services for the Department and the State, whilst maintaining an ongoing focus
on the identification of opportunities for continuous improvement of immigration services
to customers.

16
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The function enables staff to focus on enhancing outputs and outcomes for customers,
while ongoing collaboration with other functions ensures that service design and customer
experience improvements are at the heart of immigration services.

2.4 Functions within Central Pillar

Corporate

The Corporate pillar drives and manages organisation-wide activities to enable the
Department to achieve its strategic goals and deliver effective, responsive Department
processes and services. The Corporate pillar develops and implements the approach,
solutions and infrastructure across a number of diverse areas: technology, financial and
people planning, procurement, legal, corporate governance, data and records, compliance
and audit controls, research and analytics.

Transparency

The Transparency function is responsible for sourcing, assessing and communicating all
information required by the Minister and the senior management of the Department, as
well as ensuring consistent standards of internal and external communications. The
function integrates information, analysis and communications from across the Department
to create coherent narratives on Justice themes. It proactively determines where there is a
need for information to be communicated or published, as well as responding in an agile
way to incoming requests.

The Transparency function uses a variety of channels, leveraging technology and real-time
information, to ensure the Minister upholds their commitment of democratic accountability
to citizens, the Oireachtas, the media and other stakeholders.

European Affairs

European Affairs is responsible for co-ordinating and monitoring the Department's
European and some international business, particularly cross-cutting issues which may
involve a number of functions and departments. It supports the Minister at JHA Council of
Ministers meetings. In addition, the function works with other areas of Government to
shape Ireland’s strategic approach to the Future of Europe and the EU Leader Agenda, and
plays an active role in encouraging greater engagement and collaboration with European
counterparts on relevant Justice and Equality issues. While the team are based in Dublin,
they work closely with staff in Brussels and Strasbourg seconded to Ireland’s Permanent

17
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Representation to the EU. The function also supports both the Minister and the
Department in discharging the Department’s EU and Council of Europe responsibilities and
in communicating and representing Ireland's interests internationally.

18
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3.2020 in Figures

In 2020, the Justice Vote Group consisted of 7 votes: the Department of Justice and
Equality, An Garda Siochana, the Policing Authority, the Irish Prison Service, the Courts
Service, the Data Protection Commissioner and the Irish Human Rights and Equality
Commission. The Department employs over 2,700 staff, including those staff working for
bodies operating under its aegis. Of these, 1,513 people are employed in the core
Department. The Department also has an international reach, with almost 40 officers
posted in 11 Irish embassies and missions across 4 continents, working on a broad range of
European and international justice matters.

2,952 50,000+

Parliamentary Questions Responded to
in 2020

Emails and letters received in 2020

797 429

Freedom of Information Requests Subject Access Requests received

Processed in 2020 in 2020

2,700

€2.99 billion

Staff employed by the Department

in 2020 Total gross expenditure for

the Justice Vote group in 2020
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4. 2020 in Review

4.1 January-March

Statement by the Department of Justice Re: Coronavirus Outbreak in China

A statement released by the Department of Justice on 31 January 2020 regarding the
immigration position of Chinese nationals in Ireland gave a foretaste of the issue that
would come to dominate the year. The Department noted ‘the ever-evolving situation in
China’ and stated that it was liaising closely with the HSE.

First ever meeting of the Judicial Council

On 7 February 2020, the Judicial Council held its first plenary meeting in the
Honorable Society of King’s Inns. All the members of the judiciary, from the District
Court to the Supreme Court, are members of the Judicial Council.

The Council will be responsible for a number of very important judicial functions,
including providing for the continuing education of judges through the Judicial Studies
Committee, the creation of Guidelines for awards in personal injuries cases through the
Personal Injuries Guidelines Committee, and, importantly, the creation of sentencing
guidelines through the Sentencing Guidelines Committee.

Minister Flanagan welcomes 201 new members to An Garda Siochana

The Minister welcomed 201 new members to An Garda Siochana on 21 February
2020, following their attestation at the Garda Training College, Templemore.

20
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Minister Flanagan congratulated the new recruits and also welcomed the increasing
diversity of the organisation.

The ceremony brought to 3,200 the number of new Gardai that have attested and
been assigned to frontline policing duties since the reopening of the Garda Training
College in 2014. The re-organisation of Garda structures, through the new operating
model, is also assisting in freeing up additional resources for frontline Gardai.

Launch of New Victims’ Charter

In advance of European Victims of Crime Day (22 February, 2020), the Minister
published a new and expanded Victims Charter. The Charter was updated by the
Department of Justice and Equality through a consultative process involving all
relevant State Agencies, as well as non-governmental organisations working with and
supporting victims.

5,000 People Conferred with Irish Citizenship in Killarney

In six separate ceremonies held over two days at the INEC in Killarney, successful
applicants from 135 countries received certificates of naturalisation, and took the oath
of fidelity to the Irish State.

21
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The ceremonies were held following the decision of the Court of Appeal in

November 2019, which clarified the law in relation to residency requirements for
citizenship candidates.

Addressing the new citizens on 3 March 2020, Minister of State Stanton, noted:
“Today as you leave here, as proud new citizens of this Republic and constitutional

democracy, our history is your history and, in turn, the narrative of your life is now
part of our history.”

Minister Flanagan joins European colleagues in COVID-19 Video Conference

On 16 March 2020 the Minister participated in a video conference with Interior and
Health Ministers from across the EU to discuss the rapid evolution of the situation in
Europe, and how to work together to tackle the spread of COVID-19.

The Minister was joined by senior Justice and Health officials at the meeting, the

primary purpose of which was to discuss border management and health issues and the
new Commission guidelines on this topic.

22
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Significant increase in Direct Provision accommodation as part of emergency response to
COVID-19 pandemic

Minister Flanagan and Minister of State Stanton announced that more than 650 new

beds had been procured to support international protection applicants during the
COVID-19 crisis.

% An Roinn DIi agus Cirt
f J | agus Comhionannais
| Department of Justice
w i

and Equality

1. Support measures required for the vulnerable

2. Provide offsite self-isolation facilities

3. Help social distancing by reducing the number
of people in some centres

The Ministers thanked the staff working in centres for providing essential frontline
services away from their own homes and families during this uncertain time.

Temporary Extension of Immigration Permissions

As part of the Department’s response to COVID-19, Minister Flanagan announced on
20 March 2020, that renewals of immigration permissions were to be temporarily
extended with immediate effect. The measure preserved the legal status of people

with permissions which were about to expire and was the first of several such
measures taken through the year.

23
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4.2 April-June

Major new TV, Radio and Social Media Campaign reaching out to Victims of Domestic
Abuse

3 Ifyour home isn’t safe,
' support is still here.

Go to stillhere.ie for support.
If you're in immediate danger
call 999

#stillhere

An initiative of the Government of Ireland with frontline services in your community.

A major new TV, Radio and Social Media Campaign tackling the serious issue of
domestic violence in the context of COVID-19 measures was launched on 15 April
2020. The campaign aimed to reassure victims that services were ‘still here’, and that
victims were being prioritised. The advertisements were developed by the Department
of Justice and Equality in conjunction with frontline services.

Minister Flanagan welcomes Supreme Court’s first remote hearing

On 20 April, for the first time ever, the Supreme Court held a sitting with all parties
attending via remote video technology. The Minister welcomed the announcement by
the Courts Service saying, “As demonstrated across the globe, the COVID-19 crisis is
changing day to day life in unprecedented ways, however, the business of the courts is
of fundamental importance and therefore today’s hearing is a very welcome
development”.

24
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Minister Stanton publishes Draft Youth Justice Strategy for Consultation

On 1 May, Minister of State with special responsibility for Youth Justice David Stanton
T.D. launched an online consultation on how State Agencies, including the Justice
system, should engage with young people who are at risk of becoming involved in
crime. Views were sought from the general public, including young people as part of a
wider consultation process to inform the development of a new Youth Justice Strategy
to cover the period up to 2026.

International Day against Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia

Minister of State with responsibility for Equality, Immigration and Integration, David
Stanton TD, joined the international community in sharing the vision of ‘Breaking the
Silence’ on International Day against Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia on 17
May. Noting that during the COVID-19 pandemic, many LGBTI+ people feel more at risk
due to isolation, Minister Stanton said “we come together globally to ensure that
LGBTI+ persons all over the world, who cannot speak up, will hear the sound of hope
and solidarity”.

Expansion of Overseas Garda Liaison Officer Network.

Minister Flanagan announced the expansion of the Garda Liaison Officer Network. At
the request of the Garda Commissioner, and following Government approval, new Garda
positions will be created in Washington DC, United States of America and in Bogota,
Colombia. The overseas liaison officer network is a key element of An Garda Siochana’s
approach to combatting international criminal and terrorist organisations.

Consultation on the Setting of the Discount Rate in Personal Injury Cases

On 10 June the manner in which the discount rate in personal injuries should be set was
the subject of a public consultation launched by Minister Flanagan. The consultation was
one of the recommendations of the Cost of Insurance Working Group (CIWG), following
its examination of the setting of the discount rate.

Action Plan Against Racism for Ireland to be drawn up

Membership of the independent Anti-Racism Committee was jointly announced by
Minister Flanagan and Minister of State Stanton on 19 June. The Committee is to draw
up a new Action Plan Against Racism for Ireland.
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The new Committee will consult broadly in developing new ideas for fighting racism in
Ireland. It will recommend an action plan to Government at the end of its work, which is
expected to take approximately one year. The Committee comprises people from
diverse backgrounds, including those with lived experience of racism, and held its
inaugural meeting via Zoom, on Thursday 18 June 2020.

New online Registration Renewal System for Dublin-based non-EEA students

A new online Registration Renewal System for non-EEA students based in Dublin was
launched on 22 June. Students seeking to renew their permission will now complete
the application form online, upload copies of supporting documents online, pay the
applicable fee and then submit their passport and current IRP card via registered post.
Documents will be checked and, if approved, the passport will be stamped and returned
by registered post and an IRP card will be issued by express post

Official opening of Portlaoise Prison Staff Memorial Garden
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The Memorial Garden recognises the service and contribution made by the staff of
Portlaoise Prison and in particular their role in helping preserve the nation’s security
during The Troubles. Officially opening the garden on 23 June, Minister Flanagan also
took the opportunity to thank all Irish Prison Service staff and prisoners for their
exemplary work to prevent the spread of COVID-19.
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Pride Week with a difference.

. On 26 June the Minister and Minister of
State wished everyone participating in
Pride events an enjoyable week as many
events moved online.

The Ministers also noted that it was fitting
that the inaugural meeting of the National
LGBTI+ Inclusion Strategy 2019-2021
Steering Committee had recently taken
place. The Inclusion Strategy was launched by the Department of Justice and
Equality in November 2019 to promote inclusion, protect rights and improve quality
of life and wellbeing for LGBTI+ people.

New Minister and Minister of State appointed

The Department welcomed a new Minister for Justice and Equality, Helen McEntee,
TD. First elected to Dail Eireann in a By-Election in March 2013, she was re-elected in
the February 2016 general election. Deputy McEntee, who served as Minister of State
for Mental Health and Older People at the Department of Health in May 2016 and was
appointed to the position of Minister of State for EU Affairs in June 2017.

On 1 July, Charlie McConalogue, T.D., was appointed to the position of Minister of State
with responsibility for Law Reform.
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4.3 July-September

Public consultation on Developing a Strategy for the Criminal Justice System

The Department launched a public consultation inviting communities and members of
the public to contribute to the development of a Strategy for the Criminal Justice
System. The purpose of the strategy is to set out a shared vision for a joined up criminal
justice system, to embed and sustain collaborative work, to drive innovation leading to
more effective solutions and sanctions, with better outcomes for the public.

DEVELOPING A
STRATEGY FOR THE
CRIMINAL JUSTICE

SYSTEM n ~ - o t:\

PUBLIC CONSULTATION

CLOSING DATE 12TH AUGUST 2020

Virtual Citizenship Ceremony
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The Minister hosted one of the world’s first virtual citizenship ceremonies on 10 July
2020. This pilot event was attended by 21 applicants who had opted not to attend the
in-person ceremonies that took place in March in the INEC in Killarney Co. Kerry, due to
COVID-19 concerns. Presiding Officer, retired High Court Judge Bryan McMahon, was

also in attendance and addressed the candidates, before administering the Oath of
Fidelity to the Nation.
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LGBTI+ Community Services Funding Call

The Minister and the Minister for Children, Disability, Equality, Integration and Youth
announced that €700,000 was being made available to applicant groups, operating at
national, regional and local level, to support community services and promote visibility
and inclusion of LGBTI+ people.

The 2020 LGBTI+ Community Services Funding Call is an important element in
supporting the implementation of the National LGBTI+ Inclusion Strategy, which was
published on 28 November 2019.

Marking World Day Against Trafficking in Persons, 30 July

Minister McEntee marked the day by saying “World Day Against Trafficking in Persons
is an important reminder of the terrible reality that too many people worldwide
continue to suffer at the hands of traffickers. But this is also a call to action for us all, to
take the time to learn the signs of human trafficking.”

Later in the year on 12 October, in conjunction with the UN'’s International Organisation
for Migration (IOM), the Minister launched the #Anyone campaign; a public awareness
initiative on Human Trafficking. This initiative included awareness raising measures on
social media and in key transport hubs, to convey the messages that human trafficking
is a crime and that anyone can be exploited. The campaign aims to empower the public
to recognise the signs of human trafficking.

Publication of O’Malley Review of Protections for Vulnerable Witnesses in the
Investigation and Prosecution of Sexual Offences

The O’'Malley Review was prompted by widely shared concerns about the experiences
of vulnerable witnesses in criminal proceedings and the Review Group included
representatives from the main agencies involved in the investigation, prosecution and
trial of sexual offences. The Report published on 6 August contains over 50
recommendations, with four overarching recommendations: better awareness of
victims' rights legislation; education about the meaning and importance of consent;
improving inter-agency co-operation and exchange of information, especially in relation
to services for victims and ensuring consistency in service delivery.
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Launch of National Integration Fund 2020

On August 11, the Minister for Justice, Helen McEntee TD, announced that the
National Integration Fund would see €749,600 per annum over a maximum of three
years being made available for projects that help migrants integrate into Irish society.
The National Integration Fund 2020 is a key element of the Migrant Integration
Strategy 2017-2020.

The Strategy was developed to enable migrants, or persons of migrant origin, to
participate on an equal basis with those of Irish heritage.

New Minister of State Appointed

James Browne TD was appointed Minister of State at the Department of Justice and
Equality with responsibility for Law Reform on 2 September 2020 replacing Minister
McConalogue who was promoted to Minister for Agriculture.

National Services Day Celebrated

Minister McEntee commended the dedication and professionalism of frontline services
on National Services Day, 5 September. In previous years, the event was marked by a
major parade through Dublin city as well as other forms of public engagement. In 2020,
in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, no parade took place.

Marking the day Minister McEntee said, “It is my deep privilege to work closely with
some of our frontline emergency services. | have seen at first hand their tremendous
professionalism and dedication, in what can be very challenging circumstances. | am
delighted to have the opportunity to publicly thank them and all our emergency services
for the quiet heroism of their chosen career.”
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Appointment of new Secretary General

September 8, Minister Helen McEntee TD, announced the appointment of Oonagh
McPhillips as Secretary General of the Department of Justice and Equality following a
competition undertaken by the Public Appointments Service on behalf of the Top Level
Appointments Commission.

Completion of rollout of Garda Divisional Protective Services Units

On 29 September the Minister for Justice, Helen McEntee TD, welcomed the
completion of the rollout of Garda Divisional Protective Services Units (DPSUs) across
the country following the launch of the Meath/Westmeath unit. The DPSUs will
support the delivery of a consistent and professional approach to the investigation of
sexual and domestic crime.

4.4 October-December

Minister launches public consultation process on spent convictions policy

The Minister for Justice, Helen McEntee TD, launched a public consultation on spent
convictions policy on 6 October. Views were sought from general and specialised
audiences alike, and the consultation remained open for one month.

The consultation is one element in a wider suite of measures across several areas of
Government, which are designed to promote rehabilitation and reduce the chances of
people returning to criminality.

Record €3 billion budget announced for Justice Sector
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Minister and Minister of State welcomed the highest ever budgetary allocation for the
Justice Sector on 13 October. The record €3 billion allocation for 2021 will go towards
funding the recruitment of extra Gardai and Garda staff, the reform and upgrade of
digital infrastructure across the Justice Sector, the Courts Service modernisation
programme, as well as wider changes across the sector.

Citizenship Applicants to sign Declaration of Loyalty

The Minister announced on 22 October that citizenship ceremonies would be
temporarily replaced during COVID-19, with a requirement for citizenship applicants to
sign a statutory declaration declaring loyalty to the State.

Minister McEntee also announced the introduction of eTax-clearance and eVetting for
citizenship applicants, in line with the move towards an online citizenship application
process. The introduction of eVetting will speed up the application process and free up
valuable Garda resources that are used as part of a manual vetting process.

Departmental Name Change

On 14 October, the Government approved the transfer of functions, with effect from
that date, which moved responsibility for international protection accommodation,
integration and equality to the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration
and Youth (DCEDIY).

The areas that transferred to DCEDIY covered a wide range of policy, legislative and
operational responsibilities. The transfer involved exchequer funding of approximately
€120m and responsibility for over 220 civil and public servants. The transfer included
responsibility for the National Disability Authority and the Irish Human Rights and
Equality Commission.

The Department’s name changed on 1 November when a statutory instrument was
signed by the Minister. S.I no. 452/2020 altered the name from the Department of
Justice and Equality, to the Department of Justice, An Roinn Dli agus Cirt.
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Garda Trainees and Instructors released to Frontline Policing

On November 2, the Minister for Justice thanked the 260 Garda trainees and
instructors being deployed from the Garda College in Templemore as part of the
national policing plan to support the public health guidelines to suppress the spread of
COVID-19.

This was in addition to the 45 Gardai who temporarily transferred from the Garda
College to the frontline at the start of the pandemic, and who were still on frontline
duty.

New Local Partnership Projects to Strengthen Community Safety

On 13 November, the Department announced the locations for the establishment of
three new Local Community Safety Partnerships, on a pilot basis.

The pilots, which will run for two years, will be located in the Dublin North Inner City,
Waterford City and County Council, and Longford. The Partnerships will bring together
residents, community representatives, business interests, councillors, local authorities
and State services such as An Garda Siochana, Tusla and the HSE, to devise and
implement the Local Community Safety Plans. The plans will detail how best the
community wants to prevent crime and will reflect community priorities and local safety
issues. The goal is to make communities safer for families, residents and businesses.

Cabinet Approves Amendments to Harassment, Harmful Communications and Related
Offences Bill

Minister for Justice, Helen McEntee T.D. secured Cabinet approval on 24 November, to
bring forward amendments to the Harassment, Harmful Communications and Related
Offences Bill to provide for two new offences to deal with the non-consensual
distribution of intimate images.

The first offence deals with the taking, distribution, publication or threat to distribute
intimate images without consent, and with intent to cause harm to the victim. The
second offence deals with the taking, distribution or publication of intimate images
without consent without a requirement that the person intended to cause harm to the
victim.
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The Harassment, Harmful Communications and Related Offences Bill, also known as
‘Coco’s Law’, was signed into law by the President on 28 December.

Virtual Meeting to Discuss Operational Cross-border Cooperation

The Minister and the Northern Ireland Justice Minister, Naomi Long, MLA, met on 2
December, 2020 along with Garda Commissioner, Drew Harris, and PSNI Chief
Constable, Simon Byrne. The meeting, which was held virtually, discussed ongoing and
future cross-border police cooperation.

The meeting took place in advance of the annual Cross-Border Conference on
Organised Crime which is organised jointly by the two Justice Departments and
involves the two Police Services, Revenue, Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs, and
the National Crime Agency.

Greentown Project Recognised at European Crime Prevention Awards

The European Crime Prevention Award (ECPA) and Best Practice Conference (BPC)
took place on 3-4 December 2020, with the theme of family-based crime. Throughout
the two days there were a number of detailed presentations on how member states
have taken steps to tackle family-based crime.

The Greentown Project, a research project and pilot initiative aimed at disrupting the
recruitment of children by criminal gangs, presented by Ireland, was awarded first place.

This initiative was developed by the REPPP project team (Research Evidence into Policy
Programmes and Practice), which is a strategic partnership between the Department of
Justice and the University of Limerick on the design, implementation and evaluation of
youth justice interventions.

Government approval for the ratification of the Lanzarote Convention

The Minister announced on 16 December 2020, that the Government had approved the
ratification of the Council of Europe Convention on the Protection of Children against
Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse (The Lanzarote Convention). The Convention is a
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significant, international, legal instrument in protecting children from sexual exploitation
and sexual abuse.

Launch of findings of public consultation on Hate Speech and Hate Crime
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On 17 December Minister McEntee launched the findings from the public consultation
on Hate Speech and Hate Crime. She also announced her intention to bring forward
new legislation to combat incitement to hatred and hate crime in Ireland in 2021

These plans follow a thorough consideration of over 3,600 submissions (more than 175
of which were detailed written submissions) to a public consultation, and in-depth
consultation with various civil society and community groups, academics and experts.
The purpose of the consultation was to ensure the Department could identify how
Ireland’s law in this area could be improved, based on a clear understanding of the
experiences of those impacted by hate speech and hate crime.
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5. Policy, Governance and Immigration Service Delivery

5.1 Criminal Justice Policy Overview

Action on Drogheda

On Friday 21 August 2020, the Minister appointed former Director of the Probation
Service, Mr. Vivian Geiran, to carry out a scoping exercise to assess the impact that
criminal activity in Drogheda has on the community, and to make recommendations
for action going forward. Mr. Geiran engaged with residents and service providers
including An Garda Siochana, as well as businesses and other members of the
community to draw on their local knowledge and understanding of the problems, to
identify key opportunities for action. [The scoping report was published on 26
March 2021].

Youth Justice Initiatives

Pilot applications of the Greentown programme, developed by the Research
Evidence into Policy Programmes and Practice project at the University of Limerick,
commenced in two locations in 2020 and will run for three years. The learning from
these pilots will be incorporated into mainstream Garda Youth Diversion practice.
This specially designed intervention programme was developed with international
expert advice, to tackle coercive control of children by criminal groups which
entraps them in offending situations. Funding is available for the initial pilots from
the Dormant Accounts Funds, with a total of €4.2m allocated over three years.

Spent Convictions

In certain situations an individual may be required to disclose previous convictions
which can have a negative effect on employment prospects and other aspects of life.
This can impair their chance to rehabilitate and can increase the prospect of
reoffending.

A spent conviction is one that an individual no longer has to disclose, provided they
meet the relevant criteria. In October 2020, Minister McEntee launched a public
consultation on Spent Convictions policy. Views were sought from general and
specialised audiences during the month-long consultation period.
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Also in October the Department of Justice published two research papers in the
area of spent convictions. These reports will assist in the development of the most
balanced spent convictions policy in Ireland, in line with international best

practice. The first paper summarises legislative and policy approaches in several
common and civil law jurisdictions, specifically New Zealand, Australia, England and
Wales, Sweden and the Netherlands. The second paper is based on a rapid evidence
review of academic literature on the theme of spent convictions.

Community Safety

In November 2020, the Minister announced three locations for the establishment of
new Local Community Safety Partnerships on a pilot basis as a first step to
strengthening community policing nationwide.

The pilots, which will run for two years, will be located in the Dublin North Inner
City Local Electoral Area, Waterford City and County Council and Longford. The
locations of the pilots were chosen based on factors including population density,
crime rates and deprivation. Each Local Community Safety Partnership has an
independent chairperson and will develop a Local Community Safety Plan. The
Partnerships will bring together residents, community representatives, business
interests, councillors, local authorities and State services such as An Garda Siochana,
Tusla and the HSE to devise and implement the Local Community Safety Plans.

Hamilton Review

The report of the Hamilton Review Group, the Review of Structures and Strategies
to Prevent, Investigate and Penalise Economic Crime and Corruption, was published
in December 2020. It contains a number of recommendations focusing primarily on
legislative, structural and resourcing measures to enhance the capacity of agency
and multi-agency enforcement and the prevention of corruption and white collar
crime offences.

Awareness campaigns on victims’ rights and societal behaviour

An important function of the Department of Justice is ensuring that victims are
informed of their rights and of the supports available to them. A new and expanded
Victims Charter was published in February 2020 and is available on victimscharter.ie.
Increasing public awareness of both the Victims’ Charter and the rights of victims
under the Victims of Crime Act 2017 is a priority for the Department of Justice.
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The Department is aware that not everyone has access to online facilities and so
work continues on the creation of other assets to help victims of crime know what
their rights are and how to access relevant supports.

In April the Department launched the ‘Still Here’ campaign, to reassure victims of
domestic, sexual and gender-based violence that help remains available, regardless
of what restrictions are in place around COVID-19.

As part of ongoing efforts to raise awareness, a six-year, national campaign to tackle
domestic and sexual violence called ‘No Excuses’ is ongoing. This campaign is
designed to help people identify instances or signs of domestic and sexual violence,
and to create awareness around the acceptance of unacceptable behaviours and
attitudes.

Publication and implementation of ‘Supporting a Victim’s Journey’

Supporting a Victim’s Journey - A plan to help victims and vulnerable witnesses in sexual
violence cases is a detailed roadmap for the introduction of the recommendations
contained in the O'Malley review.

The O’'Malley review was an independently chaired, in-depth review of how the
criminal justice system treats vulnerable victims. The review made 52
recommendations to improve the system for victims during the investigation and
prosecution of sexual offences

The implementation plan was published in October. When implemented, the plan
will create a victim-centred approach that protects and supports vulnerable
witnesses during the investigation and prosecution of sexual offences.

Judicial Training

One of the key recommendations of the O’Malley review is the development and
rollout of training for all personnel a victim may come into contact with as they
navigate the justice system. This includes An Garda Siochana, the Director of Public
Prosecutions, the legal profession and the judiciary.

In the courtroom setting, it is recommended that all judges presiding over criminal
trials for sexual offences and all lawyers appearing in such trials should have
specialist training.
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The Judicial Council has agreed that this training is a priority and it is anticipated it
will be completed in 2021. Separately, the Bar of Ireland’s existing Continuous
Professional Development (CPD) programme incorporates training for barristers
dealing with vulnerable witnesses.

5.2 Criminal Justice Governance Overview
Oversight Agreements

During 2020, the Department of Justice agreed and concluded oversight
agreements with the criminal justice agencies under its aegis. These agreements set
out the broad governance and accountability framework within which the relevant
agency operates and define the key roles and responsibilities that underpin the
relationship between the agency and the Department, the Minister and the
Government.

e An oversight agreement with an Garda Siochana for 2020 to 2022 was signed
on 14 May 2020

An oversight agreement with the Criminal Assets Bureau for 2020 to 2022
was signed on 29 January 2020

An oversight agreement with Forensic Science Ireland for 2020 to 2022 was
signed on 16 June 2020

An oversight agreement with the Garda Inspectorate for 2020 to 2021 was
signed on 11 March 2020.

An oversight agreement with the Policing Authority for 2020 to 2021 was
signed on 31 July 2020

Performance Delivery Agreements

In addition, the Department concluded Performance Delivery Agreements for 2020
with Criminal Justice Agencies. The purpose of Performance Delivery Agreements is
to formalise the process through which the principal outputs and outcomes required
from agencies in 2020 can be defined and measured.

e A performance delivery agreement for 2020 with the Criminal Assets Bureau
was signed on 29 January 2020.
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e A performance delivery agreement for 2020 with Forensic Science Ireland was
signed on 16 June 2020.

e A performance delivery agreement for 2020 with the Garda Inspectorate was
signed on 11 March 2020.

e A performance delivery agreement for 2020 with the Policing Authority was
signed on 31 July 2020.

Implications of Brexit on police cooperation in 2020

Regardless of the political outcome of Brexit in 2020, the excellent ongoing
cooperation between An Garda Siochana (AGS) and the Police Service of Northern
Ireland (PSNI) continued to combat the threat posed by criminals seeking to exploit
the policing challenges posed by the border.

A joint Cross-Border Policing Strategy is operated between the two services. The
Strategy covers the range of policing activities and contains a series of initiatives in
which both police services are actively engaged.

Both An Garda Siochana and the PSNI are involved in the Joint Agency Task Force,
established under the Fresh Start Agreement, which is comprised of both police
services, and other law enforcement agencies from both sides of the border. The
Joint Agency Task Force has made strong progress in tackling cross-border criminal
activity across a range of crime areas, not just the traditional smuggling activities, but
also rural and farm crimes, organised burglary and drug crime.

Furthermore, measures were put in place to ensure that a viable extradition system
with the UK and that the continuing exchange of law enforcement data was
maintained in a manner compatible with EU instruments on data protection.

In December 2020, the Minister addressed the 18th Annual Cross Border
Conference on Organised Crime. The event focused on understanding and preparing
for evolving cross border risks and threats around organised crime, post the UK's
exit from the EU, and took place by webinar due to the restrictions on in-person
attendance during the COVID-19 pandemic. Minister McEntee was joined by the
Northern Ireland Justice Minister, Naomi Long, Chief Constable of the PSNI, Simon
Byrne, and Garda Commissioner Drew Harris to address representatives of law
enforcement agencies on both sides of the border. The annual Cross Border
Organised Crime conference enhances cooperation between the law enforcement

40



An Roinn Dli agus Cirt
Department of Justice

agencies, particularly in relation to cross border criminality and related issues. It also
provides an opportunity to assess and address changing trends in crime and to build
upon and enhance the operational actions already undertaken in this area. This 2020
online conference was arranged to support a collaborative law enforcement agency
response as the EU Exit transition period comes to an end.

Data Sharing on Law Enforcement

At the end of 2020, the EU Council approved Ireland’s connection to the Schengen
Information System (SIS II). The SIS Il is the largest and most widely used IT system
for public security in Europe. The system enables law enforcement agencies to share
and check data on wanted persons, missing persons, persons who may not have the
right to enter or stay in the EU, and objects/vehicles that may have been stolen,
misappropriated, or lost.

SIS 1l allows the automated, simultaneous, and immediate exchange of information
across all other participating countries. Garda members add data to SIS Il in the form
of alerts. An alert contains three elements as follows:

e |dentifying information on the person or object/vehicle sought
e A statement on why the person or object is sought
e The action to be taken when the person or object is found.

If the person or object is discovered in another country using SIS Il (for example at a
border check), a hit will be recorded on SIS Il and law enforcement in that country
will contact An Garda Siochana to discuss the relevant next steps. In this way, all
missing person records and lost or stolen object and vehicle records created by An
Garda Siochana will be immediately available to those other countries using SIS II.
During 2019 alone, there were 120,000 missing person records shared on SIS Il.

National Missing Persons Day 2020
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In December 2020, Minister McEntee hosted an online commemorative ceremony
to mark the eighth annual National Missing Persons Day. National Missing Persons
Day is an all-Ireland event and offers an opportunity for family members and friends
to talk about their missing loved ones, and to appeal to the public for any
information that might help to resolve their cases. To mark the occasion, an intimate
ceremony is usually held, featuring family testimonials, speeches from the Minister
and Garda Commissioner, live music, a picture slideshow of Ireland’s missing persons
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and a rose-laying ceremony or the release of homing pigeons. As a result of the
COVID-19 pandemic, Missing Persons Day 2020 was marked by an online
commemorative ceremony rather than the usual in-person event.

The 2020 ceremony featured contributions from Minister McEntee, the Garda
Commissioner Drew Harris, the Director General of Forensic Science Ireland, Chris
Enright, and Forensic Anthropologist, Dr. René Gapert. Family members of missing
persons recorded interviews for the event and there were musical performances at
Farmleigh.

5.3 Civil Justice Policy Overview
Family Justice Oversight Group

The Family Justice Oversight Group was established in September 2020, with terms
of reference including to agree a high-level vision, and key medium and longer-term
objectives, for the development of a national family justice system having regard to
international best practice, in parallel with the establishment of a dedicated family
court structure. The Group is chaired by Deputy Secretary General Oonagh Buckley
and comprises members from different areas for the Department of Justice, the
Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth, the Courts
Service, the Legal Aid Board, as well as members of the Judiciary from the District,
Circuit and High Court.

The Group first of all will conduct a three phase consultation process engaging with
stakeholders such as advocacy groups/NGOs, academics/researchers and
practitioners. The second phase of the consultation is focussed on gathering the
views of the general public. Phase three is specifically with children and young
people, and is being designed in conjunction with the Department of Children,
Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth. It is envisaged that insights gained from
the consultation process will feed into the work of the Group in late 2021 and 2022
in developing its high-level vision.
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Cost of Insurance

The Judicial Council Act 2019 provides for a number of committees to be set up to
deal with specific areas of work. One of these, the Personal Injuries Guidelines
Committee was mandated to draft guidelines for awards in personal injuries cases.
Chaired by Justice Mary Irvine, the Committee was formally established on 28 April
and held its first meeting on 7 May. It submitted its first draft guidelines to the
Judicial Council on 9 December.

At the request of the Minister, the Law Reform Commission examined the possibility
of developing constitutionally sound legislation to delimit or cap the amounts of
damages which a court may award in respect of some or all categories of personal
injuries. Submissions were sought from interested parties on the matter. The report
‘Capping Damages in Personal Injuries Actions’ was published on 30 September
2020 and recommended that the legislative model based on the Judicial Council Act
should be given time to be implemented. It also recommended that a model based
on Australian and English legislation could also be constitutionally permissible.

The Department has been an active participant in the Cost of Insurance Working
Group (CIWG). The objective of the CIWG is to identify and examine factors
influencing the cost of insurance, and to recommend short, medium and longer term
measures to address the issue.

Two further actions proposed by the CIWG are also being progressed by the
Department.

1. Introduction of Pre Action Protocols for clinical negligence cases

The Legal Services Regulation Act 2015 provides for the introduction by
Ministerial Regulation of pre-action protocols in clinical negligence actions. The
Regulations will provide for requirements that must be complied with by the
parties to clinical negligence actions before such actions are brought.

2. Office of the Legal Costs Adjudicator

The Office of the Legal Costs Adjudicator (OLCA) has replaced and taken over the
functions of the former Office of the Taxing Master as provided in Part 10 of the
Legal Services Regulation Act 2015. The OLCA came into operation with effect
from 7 October 2019. The new Chief Legal Costs Adjudicator and a Legal Costs
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Adjudicator were appointed with effect from that date. The Office has also taken
on the residual caseload of the old Office of the Taxing-Master which it replaced
and modernised under statute.

Response to the Review of the Administration of Civil Justice

In March 2017, it was announced that a Group to be chaired by the President of the
High Court, Mr. Justice Peter Kelly, would be established to review and reform the
administration of civil justice in the State.

The Group was requested to report to the Minister and make recommendations for
changes with a view to improving access to civil justice in the State, promoting early
resolution of disputes, reducing the cost of litigation, creating a more responsive and
proportionate system and ensuring better outcomes for court users.

The review was published on 7 December 2020 and is being analysed with a view to
evaluating priority measures for which a policy response will be necessary.

This review will be complemented by a series of other policy measures, including
undertaking a review of courts of limited and local jurisdiction to see how they can
operate more effectively and efficiently.

Catherine Day Report published

In 2019, Dr Catherine Day was asked to bring together an expert group with
representation from asylum seekers and NGOs to examine best practice in other
European States in the provision of services to international protection applicants.
The report was also to examine likely longer term trends and to set out
recommendations and solutions.

The Report of the Advisory Group on the Provision of Support including
Accommodation to Persons in the International Protection Process was published in
October 2020. The report will form the basis for any new system for the provision
of accommodation and additional supports to international protection applicants.

Review of Access to the Labour Market for Persons Seeking International Protection

At the end of 2019 the Department commenced work on a review of access to the
labour market for international protections applicants with a view to providing
informed recommendations to the Minister.
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The review involved consultation with key external stakeholders such as IBEC, as
well as a review of submissions made to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Justice
and Equality in connection with its report on Direct Provision and the International
Protection Process published in December 2019. Material is also included on the
comparative position on access to work by international protection applicants in
other EU Member States and the UK.

Following the review the Minister announced new measures to enable applicants for
international protection to seek work six months after making their application. The
duration of a ‘labour market access permission’ also increased from 6 to 12 months

Anti-Racism Policy - Establishment of Anti-Racism Committee

Professor Caroline Fennell, UCC Professor of Law and Commissioner with the Irish
Human Rights and Equality Commission, was appointed Chair of the Anti-Racism
Committee in December 2019. In June 2020, the Minister appointed the ordinary
members of the Committee, which held its inaugural meeting on Thursday 18 June.

The Committee is mandated to review current evidence and practice and make
recommendations to Government on how best to strengthen its approach to
tackling racism. The purpose of the Committee is to develop an understanding of the
nature and prevalence of racism in Ireland and to work towards achieving a social
consensus on actions required, by State and non-State actors.

This Committee will conduct dialogue with stakeholders from a range of sectors,
including the public sector; members of the Oireachtas; employment and the
workplace; civil society (including local communities; voluntary sector and sporting
organisations); media (including online); education sector; and organised religion.

National Strategy for Women and Girls 2017-2020

The National Strategy for Women and Girls 2017-2020 (NSWG) provides a whole-
of-Government framework through which women’s empowerment continues to be
advanced.

The overall goal for the Strategy in 2020 was "to change attitudes and practices
preventing women's and girls' full participation in education, employment and public
life, at all levels, and to improve services for women and girls, with priority given to
the needs of those experiencing, or at risk of experiencing, the poorest outcomes".
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Key achievements to date under the Strategy include the ratification of the Istanbul
Convention on domestic violence, the repeal of the Eighth Amendment, the
introduction of two weeks of paid paternity leave for fathers and the launch of the
Women in Sport Policy. As of May 2020, work had begun on 133 of the initial 139
actions, of which 37 had been completed. An independent evaluation of the
Strategy will be carried out in 2021.

Responsibility for the strategy was transferred to the Department of Children,
Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth in October 2020.

National LGBTI+ Inclusion Strategy 2019-2021

Ireland’s first National LGBTI+ Inclusion Strategy 2019-2021 was published on 28
November 2019 and complements the National LGBTI Youth Strategy published in
June 2018. The Strategy pursues objectives under four thematic pillars providing a
vision of an Ireland where LGBTI+ people are visible and included, treated equally,
healthy and feel safe and supported. With a view to making progress towards these
high-level objectives, 108 actions were agreed.

Of the 108 actions contained in the Strategy, 67 were in progress at year-end 2020.
An additional six actions had been completed, including the provision of funding to
29 projects around the country under the 2020 LGBTI+ Communities Services Fund.
A total of €700,000 in grant funding has been provided under the scheme, which
will support LGBTI+ community services and the promotion of LGBTI+ visibility and
inclusion.

Some of the actions contained in the Strategy will be ongoing over its lifetime, such
as those under outcome 26 which relate to the ongoing supports being provided to
ensure that LGBTI+ people can travel in safety and confidence.

Responsibility for the strategy was transferred to the Department of Children,
Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth in October 2020.

National Traveller and Roma Inclusion Strategy 2017 - 2021

The Government published the National Traveller and Roma Inclusion Strategy
2017-2021 in June 2017.
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The Strategy brings Government Departments and Agencies together along with
representatives of both Traveller and Roma communities to bring a focus to the
issues that affect them most in a structured way.

The Department provided funding to support a range of activities linked to the
actions under the NTRIS including core funding to Traveller and Roma organisations
and funding to promote Traveller culture to the wider community

School attendance is a specific challenge for some members of the Traveller and
Roma communities and the Department provided funding for a two-year pilot
programme to target attendance, participation and retention/school completion.
Pilots began in Galway, Wexford and Dublin and Cork.

In response to the emergent needs in the Traveller and Roma communities, the
Department provided additional funding and other supports to partner Traveller and
Roma organisations for the continued provision of necessary services during the
COVID-19 crisis. This included short-term funding immediate needs for Roma
without means of support, funding for interpretation services for Roma healthcare
providers on an ongoing basis, and funding for the production of public health
information materials in appropriate languages or format for the Traveller and Roma
communities.

The COVID-19 pandemic highlighted the extent of the needs of the Roma
community in Ireland and the unique challenges in providing services to this
community. In response, the Department convened a Roma subgroup of the NTRIS
to bring together relevant Government Departments and Agencies, organisations
working with Roma and representatives of the Roma communities under the existing
framework of the National Traveller and Roma Inclusion Strategy 2017-2021.

Responsibility for the strategy was transferred to the Department of Children,
Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth in October 2020.

National Disability Inclusion Strategy 2017 - 2021

The NDIS is aimed at creating the best possible opportunities for people with
disabilities to fulfil their potential and takes a whole of Government approach to
improving the lives of people with disabilities.
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The Strategy is a ‘living document,’ with scope for the addition of revised and more
ambitious actions in the light of ratification of the Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD).

The mid-term review of the Strategy involved consultation with disability
stakeholders, relevant departments and agencies and was published in March 2020
The review found that stakeholders wanted the emphasis to be on implementing
existing commitments within the Strategy and on fulfilling obligations that arise from
Ireland’s ratification (in 2018) of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (UNCRPD). In response, the focus for 2021 will be structured around the
following strands:

e Raising awareness of the lived experience of people with disabilities

e Strengthening rights

e Expanding into new areas

¢ Implementing the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
e Improving services through better implementation and collaboration

Responsibility for the strategy was transferred to the Department of Children,
Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth in October 2020.

Civil Justice Governance Overview

Oversight Agreements

During 2020, the Department of Justice agreed and concluded oversight
agreements with the civil justice agencies under its aegis. These agreements set out
the broad governance and accountability framework within which the relevant
agency operates and define the key roles and responsibilities that underpin the
relationship between the agency and the Department, the Minister and the
Government.

e Insolvency Service Ireland - Oversight Agreement 2019-2021 and Performance
Delivery Agreement 2020


http://justice.ie/en/JELR/Insolvency_Service_Ireland_Oversight_Agreement_2019-2021.pdf/Files/Insolvency_Service_Ireland_Oversight_Agreement_2019-2021.pdf
http://justice.ie/en/JELR/Insolvency_Service_Ireland_Performance_Delivery_Agreement_2020.pdf/Files/Insolvency_Service_Ireland_Performance_Delivery_Agreement_2020.pdf
http://justice.ie/en/JELR/Insolvency_Service_Ireland_Performance_Delivery_Agreement_2020.pdf/Files/Insolvency_Service_Ireland_Performance_Delivery_Agreement_2020.pdf
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 lIrish Film Classification Office - Oversight Agreement 2020-
2022 and Performance Delivery Agreement 2020
o Legal Aid Board - Oversight Agreement 2020-2022 and Performance Delivery
Agreement 2020
o Property Services Regulatory Authority - Oversight Agreement 2020-
2022 and Performance Delivery Agreement 2020
« National Disability Authority - Oversight Agreement 2020-
2022 and Performance Delivery Agreement 2020

5.5 Immigration Service Delivery Overview

New online registration systems

Significant demand from people seeking to renew their immigration registration
accumulated during the four months that the Registration Office in Dublin was
closed during the first wave of the COVID-19 pandemic.

To assist in addressing this demand, a new online registration renewal system for
non-EEA students based in Dublin was announced in June, enabling applicants to
safely engage with the Registration Office without the need to attend in person at
Burgh Quay. The new system meant that all applicants could complete a form online,
upload supporting documents and pay the fee. Documents were then checked and,
if approved, the Irish Residence Permit (IRP) card was issued by express post.

Initially the new Online Registration Renewal System was only for non-EEA students
based in Dublin but was later expanded to include all Dublin-based non-EEA
nationals.

Since the launch of the new online renewal system, the Department received over
38,000 applications from people who would otherwise have had to attend the
Registration Office in person.
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http://justice.ie/en/JELR/Irish_Film_Classification_Office_Oversight_Agreement_2020-2022.pdf/Files/Irish_Film_Classification_Office_Oversight_Agreement_2020-2022.pdf
http://justice.ie/en/JELR/Irish_Film_Classification_Office_Oversight_Agreement_2020-2022.pdf/Files/Irish_Film_Classification_Office_Oversight_Agreement_2020-2022.pdf
http://justice.ie/en/JELR/Irish_Film_Classification_Office_Performance_Delivery_Agreement_2020.pdf/Files/Irish_Film_Classification_Office_Performance_Delivery_Agreement_2020.pdf
http://justice.ie/en/JELR/Legal_Aid_Board_Oversight_Agreement_2020-2022.pdf/Files/Legal_Aid_Board_Oversight_Agreement_2020-2022.pdf
http://justice.ie/en/JELR/Legal_Aid_Board_Performance_Delivery_Agreement_2020.pdf/Files/Legal_Aid_Board_Performance_Delivery_Agreement_2020.pdf
http://justice.ie/en/JELR/Legal_Aid_Board_Performance_Delivery_Agreement_2020.pdf/Files/Legal_Aid_Board_Performance_Delivery_Agreement_2020.pdf
http://justice.ie/en/JELR/Property_Services_Regulatory_Authority_Oversight_Agreement_2020-2022.pdf/Files/Property_Services_Regulatory_Authority_Oversight_Agreement_2020-2022.pdf
http://justice.ie/en/JELR/Property_Services_Regulatory_Authority_Oversight_Agreement_2020-2022.pdf/Files/Property_Services_Regulatory_Authority_Oversight_Agreement_2020-2022.pdf
http://justice.ie/en/JELR/Property_Services_Regulatory_Authority_Performance_Delivery_Agreement_2020.pdf/Files/Property_Services_Regulatory_Authority_Performance_Delivery_Agreement_2020.pdf
http://justice.ie/en/JELR/National_Disability_Authority_Oversight_Agreement_2020-2022.pdf/Files/National_Disability_Authority_Oversight_Agreement_2020-2022.pdf
http://justice.ie/en/JELR/National_Disability_Authority_Oversight_Agreement_2020-2022.pdf/Files/National_Disability_Authority_Oversight_Agreement_2020-2022.pdf
http://justice.ie/en/JELR/National_Disability_Authority_Performance_Delivery_Agreement_2020.pdf/Files/National_Disability_Authority_Performance_Delivery_Agreement_2020.pdf
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Passport Project

Since 2 December 2020, people renewing the registration of their immigration
permission no longer need to submit their passport to have an immigration stamp
added by their Registration Office.

It is expected that this development will significantly improve the time taken to
renew immigration permissions and will also allow the person to use their passport
for other purposes while their application is being processed.

In 2020, Immigration Service Delivery and An Garda Siochana issued over 157,000
new or renewed registrations of permission to remain in the State, a reduction of
just 7% on pre-pandemic levels.

Post Brexit Visa Scheme

On 23 December 2020, the Minister announced a new post Brexit Visa Scheme for
non-EEA family members of UK Nationals moving to Ireland after 31 December
2020. Before travelling to Ireland, eligible non-EEA citizens can apply for permission
to live in the State and once secured, they will be able to travel and live in Ireland
with their UK National family member.

Atypical Workers Scheme

The Atypical Worker Scheme (AWS) provides a streamlined mechanism to deal with
atypical, short term employment situations, including those where skill shortages
have been identified or where there is a critical need to provide specialised high
skills to an industry, business or academic institution.

In April 2020, as part of its COVID-19 response, the Department introduced some
temporary measures which meant that:

e Applications for frontline medical personnel were prioritised

e The requirements relating to proofs of contractual status for locum General
Practitioners were temporarily dispensed with

e The granting of permission as a result of these exceptional circumstances was
undertaken without prejudice to any future application by or on behalf of that
individual.
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On 4 September 2020, an online AWS application process was launched for short-
term workers seeking permission to work in the State. The Department prioritised
the processing of applications for frontline medical staff. Over 2,000 medical
applications were received in 2020 and 1,800 of these were for nurses with over
95% approved.

Citizenship

COVID-19 regrettably resulted in significant challenges to the delivery of normal
services. Applicants 18 years and older were required to attend at a citizenship
ceremony in order to make a declaration of fealty to the State, administered by a
Presiding Officer. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the ceremony scheduled for 3 July
was cancelled and no other attended ceremonies were possible during the year.

Further information on Citizenship is outlined in the COVID-19 response later in this
document.

International Protection
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The number of people seeking international protection fell in 2020 due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. However, the International Protection Office (IPO) remained
open, to offer applicants a service in line with our international obligations to allow
those who wish to claim international protection the opportunity to do so. The
provision of the facility to allow people claim international protection is considered
an essential service at all times, including during the COVID-19 crisis.

1,566 applications for international protection were made in 2020.

An end-to-end process review of all international protection processes began in
2020. That work, overseen by a high-level Programme Board in the Department, has
now been completed. The White Paper proposes that the new system should be
phased in and operational by 2024 and that the intervening period should provide
an opportunity to progress improvements in the overall processing times for
international protection. A number of initiatives have already been introduced,
including additional investment in IT; the relocation of the Ministerial Decisions Unit
to the IPO premises to improve work processes; the designation of the International
Protection Appeals Tribunal as a body authorised to hold remote hearings; and the
holding of virtual interviews with some applicants living outside of Dublin.
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6. Legislation

Criminal Legislation Bills enacted in 2020
Criminal Justice (Enforcement Powers) (COVID-19) Act 2020

The Criminal Justice (Enforcement Powers) (COVID-19) Act 2020 inserts provisions into
the Health Act, 1947, authorising the Minister for Health to prescribe certain penal
provisions of regulations made under the Health Act, 1947 as “relevant provisions” for the
purposes of the Criminal Justice (Enforcement Powers)(COVID-19) Act 2020. The Act
provides An Garda Siochana with enforcement powers for the penal COVID-19 regulations
relating to licenced premises and registered clubs. The Act was signed into law by the
President on 11 September 2020. It was published as a Bill on 1 September 2020 and was
passed by both Houses of the Oireachtas without amendment. The Act was due to expire
on 9 November 2020. Further debates were held in the Oireachtas on the provisions of
the Act before the expiry date in November and it was agreed by resolution to extend the
provisions into 2021.

Civil Law and Criminal Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2020

This Act makes provision for the assignment and appointment of temporary coroners in
certain exceptional circumstances and for this and other purposes to amend the Coroners
Act 1962. The act also provides for the admissibility, in certain circumstances, of business
records in civil proceedings and makes provision for remote hearings and the use of
electronic means in civil proceedings. It also allows for certain applications in certain
proceedings to be made, using live video link and for remote hearing of certain proceedings
in the Court of Appeal and Supreme Court. The act also makes provision for the holding of
meetings of State bodies by remote meeting and to amend the Courts of Justice Act 1953
and to provide for related matters.

Criminal Justice (Mutual Recognition of Decisions on Supervision Measures) Act
2020

This Act gives effect to Council Framework Decision 2009/829/JHA of 23 October 2009
on the application, between Member States of the European Union, of the principle of
mutual recognition to decisions on supervision measures as an alternative to provisional
detention; and to provide for related matters.
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Harassment, Harmful Communications and Related Offences Act 2020

The Harassment, Harmful Communications and Related Offences Act 2020, also known as
Coco’s Law, was introduced on foot of recommendations by the Law Reform Commission
to modernise the criminal law in relation to harmful communications, to ensure that the law
is up to date with emerging behaviours. It is aimed at tackling various forms of harm and
abuse that can take place online, as well as offline. The Act amended the law relating to
harassment. It provides for offences relating to the recording, distribution or publication of
intimate images and provides for the anonymity of victims of those offences. It created an
offence involving the distribution, publication or sending of threatening or grossly offensive
communication.

Criminal Legislation in progress in 2020
Perjury and Related Offences Bill

The Bill provides for a statutory offence of perjury and provides for statutory perjury-
related offences including false statements on oath, false statutory declarations, fabrication
of evidence and subornation of perjury. The Bill also consolidates other relevant legislation
in this area of perjury and knowingly making false statements in formal legal proceedings.

Criminal Justice (Amendment) Bill

The Criminal Justice (Amendment) Bill removing provisions for mandatory sentences for
second or subsequent sentences held to be unconstitutional is awaiting 2" stage in the
Dail. Sentencing in such cases cannot proceed until the legislation has been enacted.

Criminal Justice (Theft and Fraud Offences) (Amendment) Bill

This Bill will complete the transposition of the EU Directive on Fraud against the Union’s
financial interests by means of criminal law (known as the PIF directive). The Bill was
published on 1 January 2020 and passed by Seanad Eireann on 25 November 2020,
following which it moved to Dail Eireann for consideration.
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Garda Siochdna (Digital Recording) Bill

A general scheme of a Bill is currently being prepared to provide for the use of body-worn
cameras by An Garda Siochana, as recommended by the Commission on the Future of
Policing in Ireland. The Bill will also provide for the expanded use of Automatic Number
Plate Recognition (ANPR) technology and Closed Circuit Television (CCTV), as well as live
feed access by An Garda Siochana to cameras operated by other organisations with a large
network of CCTV/ANPR cameras in strategic locations for An Garda Siochana.

Garda Siochdna (Powers) Bill

Work continued in 2020 on preparing the general scheme of a Bill to codify police powers
of search, arrest and detention, codify the procedural rights of suspects subject to those
powers and provide for statutory codes of practice. This legislation was proposed in the
report of the Commission on the Future of Policing in Ireland to bring clarity and
transparency to the complex system of powers currently in place.

New legislation to deal with hate crime and incitement to hatred

A ‘Legislating for Hate Speech and Hate Crime’ report was published in December 2020. It
includes the outcome of the public consultation on reform of the 1989 Prohibition of
Incitement to Hatred Act, Ireland’s only existing legislation in the area of hate speech or
hate crime and it highlights key conclusions which will inform the new legislative approach.

Once the General Scheme is published, it will be referred to the Justice Committee for pre-
legislative scrutiny.

Criminal Procedure Bill

This is a Bill to provide for preliminary trial hearings, amend the law on admission of
evidence by written statement and make other adjustments to the law on criminal
procedure. The General Scheme of a wider Bill was approved in 2015.

Garda Siochdna (Compensation) Bill

The general scheme of a new Garda Siochana (Compensation) Bill was published in May
2017. Under the proposed new Scheme, a Garda who claims to have been maliciously
injured in the course of duty must submit an application to the Garda Commissioner within
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six months. Where the injury is found to be malicious, he or she is entitled to
compensation. Accepted applications will then be sent to the PIAB, which will process it
and make an assessment of quantum. The State Claims Agency will be notified of the
assessment and will have an opportunity to accept or reject it on behalf of the
Commissioner. Following approval by Government, the General Scheme was submitted to
the Office of the Attorney General for drafting. Officials from the Department further
engaged with relevant stakeholders and the Garda Siochana Compensation Bill 2021 was
presented to the Seanad in April 2021.

European Convention on Human Rights (Delay in Court Proceedings) Bill

This Bill will provide a remedy where an individual's ECHR Article 6 and Article 13 rights
are infringed. Article 6 provides for a right to a fair trial within a reasonable time period.
Article 13 provides a right to a remedy at national level where an individual’s rights under
the European Convention have been violated. Legislation is required to put in place a
remedy to respond to the McFarlane v. Ireland judgment of the European Court of Human
Rights from 2010. The legislation will provide for a right to apply for compensation where a
finding has been made that a person’s legal proceedings have been unduly delayed.

Sex Offenders Amendment Bill

This Bill makes changes to the monitoring arrangements for convicted sex offenders. It
reduces the period within which they must notify a change of address, provides for
electronic monitoring and retention of photographs and fingerprints, and also provides for
disclosure of information relating to a sex offender where necessary to avoid a serious risk
to public safety.

Criminal Justice (Exploitation of children in the commission of offences) Bill

This is a new Bill to criminalise adults who induce or groom children into committing
crimes. While an adult who incites a child to commit a crime, or uses them as their innocent
agent, is already committing an offence as if they had committed the crime themselves,
they cannot currently be prosecuted for the harm done to the child. This Bill introduces
new offences to deal with the harm to the child caused by bringing them into this form of
activity. The General Scheme was approved for publication by Government on 15
December 2020.
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Optional Protocol to the Convention Against Torture (OPCAT)

The current Programme for Government includes a commitment to ratify OPCAT within 18
months of the formation of the Government. OPCAT is an international human rights treaty
which assists States in preventing torture and other forms of ill-treatment in places of
detention. The objective of the Protocol is to establish a system of regular visits undertaken
by independent international and national bodies to places where people are deprived of
their liberty. As the majority of such persons in the State are held within the Prisons
system, this Department is preparing the necessary legislation - The Inspection of Places of
Detention Bill - with a view to enabling the ratification of OPCAT as soon as possible.

Criminal Justice (Money Laundering and Terrorist Financing) (Amendment) Bill

This Bill transposes both the criminal justice and several non-criminal justice elements of
the EU’s Fifth Anti-Money Laundering Directive. This Directive builds upon the Fourth
Anti-Money Laundering Directive to better equip the Union to prevent the financial system
from being used for money laundering and terrorist financing. While the Act transposes
many of the elements of the Fifth Anti-Money Laundering Directive, the Department of
Finance is also engaged in giving effect to other provisions of the Directive through
secondary legislation. The deadline for transposition of the Fifth Anti- Money Laundering
Directive was 10th January, 2020, with a letter of formal notice issued 20 May 2020 and a
response issued in September 2020.

Criminal Justice (Counterfeiting) Bill 2020

The Bill will transpose a number of outstanding elements of the Counterfeiting Directive
2014/62/EU, as well as the ECB euro bank note decision ECB/2010/14, the euro coin
regulation 1210/2010 and the euro counterfeiting regulation 1338/2001. The Bill was
published on 16 December 2020. A Reasoned Opinion was received on 3 December 2020
and it is anticipated that a response will issue in February 2021.

Criminal Justice (Mutual Recognition of Custodial Sentences) Bill

This Bill will transpose the 2008 Council Framework Decision on the application of the
principle of mutual recognition of judgments in criminal matters imposing custodial
sentences or measures involving deprivation of liberty. It will provide for the transfer of
sentenced persons between Member States where the affected person has not given
consent. The Bill is currently in drafting with the OPC and is expected to be published in
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May and is linked to Ireland's access to the Schengen Information System (SIS Il). Referred
to CJEU 3 December 2020.

Criminal Justice (Smuggling of Persons) Bill

The Bill will provide for the implementation of three international instruments, including
Council Directive 2002/90/EC on facilitating unauthorised entry, transit and residence,
Framework Decision 2002/946/JHA on the related penal framework and the UN Protocol
against smuggling of migrants. The Bill is linked to Ireland's access to the Schengen
Information System (SIS II).

Children (Amendment) Bill

The Children (Amendment) Bill will allow deceased children who are the victims of crime to
be publically identified. At December 2020, it had passed all stages in the Seanad.

Criminal Justice (Terrorist Offences) Bill

The Criminal Justice (Terrorist Offences) Bill will give effect to EU Directive 2017/541 on
combating terrorism. The Directive is focussed on the foreign terrorist fighter phenomenon
and includes offences of travelling to commit a terrorist offence, facilitating travel to
commit a terrorist offence and receiving training for terrorism.

The Government approved the Bill for drafting on 15 September 2020.
Criminal Justice (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill

The Bill provides for a number of miscellaneous matters which have been brought to the
attention of the Department by An Garda Siochana, the DPP and the Attorney General’s
Office. These include provision for an increase in the penalty for conspiracy to murder from
10 years to life imprisonment. Approved for drafting in September 2020.

Criminal Justice (Community Sanctions) Bill

This Bill will provide a modern statement of the law governing community sanctions
and the role of the Probation Service in the Criminal Justice system. The general
scheme of a Bill was approved by Government in 2014. A review of the Heads of the
Scheme is currently underway by Criminal Justice Policy and the Probation Service.
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Civil Law and Criminal Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2020.

An Act to make provision for the assignment and appointment of temporary coroners in
certain exceptional circumstances and for this and other purposes to amend the Coroners
Act 1962. The act also provides for the admissibility, in certain circumstances, of business
records in civil proceedings and makes provision for remote hearings and the use of
electronic means in civil proceedings. It also allows for the making of certain applications in
certain proceedings using live video link and for remote hearing of certain proceedings in
the Court of Appeal and Supreme Court.

The act also makes provision for the holding of meetings of State bodies by remote
meeting and to amend the Courts of Justice Act 1953 and to provide for related matters.

European Affairs Legislation
BREXIT / EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement

Secondary Legislation signed on 31 December 2020

As part of preparations made for the end of the transition period it was necessary for the
Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs to sign a number of pieces of secondary legislation
on 31 December 2020 - relevant to the activities of the Department of Justice. These are
a combination of readiness measures required notwithstanding the TCA, and others which
formed part of the implementation of the Agreement.

Orders signed by the Minister for Justice
i.  International Protection Act 2015 (Safe Third Country) Order 2020
ii. International Protection Act 2015 (Return Order) Regulations 2020
iii.  International Protection Act 2015 (Section 51B) (Places of Detention) Regulations
2020
iv.  Solicitors Act 1954 (Section 44) (England and Wales) Order 2020
v. Solicitors Act 1954 (Section 44) (Scotland) Order 2020
vi.  Solicitors Act 1954 (Section 44) (Northern Ireland) Order 2020
vii.  European Union (Withdrawal Agreement) (Citizens’ Rights) Regulations 2020
viii.  Immigration Act 2004 (Visas) (Amendment) (No. 2) Order 2020
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Civil Justice Legislation

The Programme for Government provides that the Government will introduce legislation to
replace the Judicial Appointments Advisory Board (JAAB) with a new Judicial Appointments
Commission with Chief Justice as Chairperson.

The Government approved the General Scheme of a Judicial Appointments Commission Bill
on 15 December 2020 to provide for the establishment of a new Commission to replace
the Judicial Appointments Advisory Board.

The Bill is currently being drafted by the Office of Parliamentary Council (OPC).

Court and Civil Law Miscellaneous Provision Bill

A General Scheme of the Courts and Civil Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2020 was
approved for drafting by the Government on 09 January 2020. Due to the current
pandemic this was overtaken by other priorities. In the early Summer the Government
approved the Memorandum for Government (5180/20/10/2182) seeking the early drafting
of the Courts and Civil Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill along the lines of the revised
General Scheme. The Office of Parliamentary Counsel is currently progressing the drafting
of the Bill and the Department have contacted Joint Oireachtas Committee on Justice
regarding pre-legislative scrutiny;

Family Court Bill

In September 2020, the Government approved the drafting of a Family Courts Bill to
provide for the establishment of a District Family Court, a Circuit Family Court and a Family
High Court as divisions within the existing court structures.

The Family Courts Bill will be a key element of the development of a more efficient and
user-friendly family court system that puts families at the centre of its activities, provides
access to specialist supports and encourages the use of alternative dispute resolution in
family law proceedings.

Personal Insolvency (Amendment) (No.1)

The Personal Insolvency (Amendment) Bill 2020 (‘No. 1 Bill’) received Government approval
for priority drafting in October 2020, was exempted from pre-legislative scrutiny due to its
urgency, and was published on 16 December 2020.
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7. Meeting the COVID-19 Challenge

This section of the Report highlights key areas of the Department’s response to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

The Department was centrally involved in key areas of the legislative and security response
to COVID-19 and many of our agencies and their staff were on the frontline tackling one of
the most challenging public health crises Ireland has ever faced.

THE DEPARTMENT’'S RESPONSE

In response to the potential threat posed by COVID-19 an internal group was established
in February across the Justice Sector, led by senior management within the Department.
This group was tasked with coordinating the response to potential COVID-19 challenges
across the Department, and examining particular areas where the threat and impact of a
full-scale pandemic would be most severe, such as Immigration Services, the Court
Service, the Irish Prison Service and An Garda Siochana.

The Department was also represented on the Senior Officials Group who were supporting
the Cabinet Committee, and coordinated briefings and communications across the Justice
Sector. The Department’s Health and Safety manager attended Health Threat Coordination
Group meetings at the National Emergency Coordination Centre, and weekly Corporate
Coronavirus Update Meetings were scheduled.

When the outbreak of the virus centred in China, Department Staff based in China were
supported by HR, and control measures were adopted at the Visa Office in Beijing. Some
members of staff were facilitated in returning home to Ireland.

Risk assessments were carried out for all areas of the Department, and signage, protocols
and other control measures were developed.

Contingency Planning within the Department

Broader contingency planning work was framed in the first instance on identification of
critical tasks and personnel, and in anticipation of the possibility of significant reduction in
available personnel, and/or the need to close buildings.
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A senior official supported by an internal working group comprising key business continuity
functions was responsible for this planning. The Department already had substantial
remote working capacity at senior level and began to quickly expand that capacity as part
of its contingency planning.

Examination of Occupational risks within the Department

Four areas of Immigration Service Delivery (ISD) were identified as having potential
occupational risk for COVID-19, i.e. staff could be exposed due to the nature of the their
work. These were:

e Registration Office Burgh Quay

e |IPO Mount Street (including IPAS counter staff)
e BMU Dublin Airport

e |PAS, Timberlay House

Coronavirus Risk Assessments were issued to these areas from 3 February and were
reviewed, updated and issued on a daily basis.

Regular contact with FORSA on the control measures was maintained between HR and
H&S units

Department and Agency Broader Planning & Coordination
Structures

A cross-functional COVID-19 response team was established comprising senior officials
from within the Department and from agencies including An Garda Siochana, the Courts
Service, Irish Prison Service, and the Probation Service. The Office of DPP also attended
these meetings. This team, in turn, inputted to national structures established to manage
the risk of COVID-19.

These structures allowed the Department to work closely, with all relevant criminal justice
and public health agencies (the Department of Health, Chief Medical Officer and the HSE)
and to adopt measures in line with public policy and the evolving situation.
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Legislation

At the start of the pandemic the Department reviewed the legal issues arising in the
context of the COVID-19 response, and was represented on a Legislation subgroup of
the NPHET chaired by the Department of Health.

The Department worked with the Department of Health on amendments to the Health
Act 1947 and on regulations to give legal effect to Government restrictions on
movement, especially in the context of Garda powers.

In close consultation with the Office of the Attorney General, the Department of an
Taoiseach and the Department of Health, the Department also drafted the Criminal
Justice (Enforcement Provisions)(COVID-19) Bill 2020 to ensure that members of An
Garda Siochana had the powers they needed to act swiftly to deal with breach of
COVID-19 related regulations.

The Bill provided that where a person failed to comply with a direction by a Garda
under the 1947 Act, a Superintendent could issue an immediate closure order (oral or
written) directing the person to close the relevant premises immediately for the
remainder of the day. Following a failure to comply with a Garda direction on more than
one occasion, An Garda Siochana could apply to the District Court for an emergency
closure order, for a period of up to 7 days. This Bill was signed into law by the President
on 11 September.

The Department also undertook a legislative analysis to identify any time-sensitive
provisions within its remit which could require legislative adjustment in the event of
continued COVID-19 related restrictions.

This resulted in the passage, through both Houses of the Oireachtas, of the Civil Law
and Criminal Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2020. The Bill provided for a range of
important reforms to respond to new challenges and legal issues arising in the context
of the COVID-19 pandemic. The changes related, in particular, to procedures in the civil
and criminal courts (and to the transport of prisoners to court and between prisons),
increased use of technology, including video-links, for the criminal and civil courts, and
to the capacity of the coroner service.
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Domestic Violence Action Plan and Awareness Campaign

Recognising the particular risks the pandemic presented for victims of domestic
violence/abuse, the Department established a cross-sectoral group comprising AGS,
Courts Service and Legal Aid officials, linking directly with TUSLA representatives. An
action plan was developed to respond to the increased risk and incidence of domestic
violence as a consequence of the COVID-19 measures taken and the resulting
enforced proximity of abusers and their victims.

The action plan was divided into three strands of work:

1. Maintaining and prioritising services for those who need to access them

2. Ensuring that victims could access the courts and seek protection from
perpetrators

3. Raising awareness that services and supports were available throughout
the COVID-19 emergency for those experiencing domestic abuse

An Garda Siochana established Operation Faoiseamh to specifically address this issue.
Gardai undertook to respond quickly and robustly with a pro-arrest intervention policy
to any report of domestic abuse despite the COVID-19 emergency. Victims of
incidents recorded in 2018-2020 were contacted by phone which led to a positive
response from victims. Those at high risk were visited.

In addition, the risk assessment criteria applied by the Irish Prison Service in deciding
temporary release took account of convictions relating to domestic abuse, breach of
barring orders, and other similar factors.

The Department also engaged at an early stage with NGOs to assist with a coordinated
approach to maintaining helplines and other supports for victims. Within a few weeks
the Department started to provide additional funding of €337,598 to community and
voluntary groups to support their response to COVID-19. This included:

e Women's Aid: €63,017 for additional resources to extend the Support and
Referral Service and the High Risk Support project;
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e Rape Crisis Centre Network Ireland: €50,000 to support the work of local
centres in relation to the provision of a confidential, data compliant service, and
to manage information flows on advice and guidance to and from frontline
trauma support workers;

e Ruhama: €19,680 for additional support packs for women seeking to exit
prostitution;

e Men's Development Network: up to €76,590 for an extension of the Male
Advice line, extra telephone support for the Men Ending Domestic Violence
programme, and to deliver a promotional campaign; and

e Safe Ireland: €36,000 for additional personnel capacity and communicating with
their service users.

e Move Ireland: €33,000 for additional helpline and counselling support for
perpetrators.

e Rape Crisis Centre Forum: €50,000 for local awareness-raising campaigns and
for development of a package of revised service processes, standards and
procedures.

e Meath Women's Refuge €9,311.00

The Legal Aid Board prioritised domestic violence and childcare cases. The Board's
office at the Dublin District Family Court in Dolphin House remained open and
applications for legal aid for domestic violence cases could be made there. While the
Board’s law centres were largely closed to personal callers, each centre was
contactable by phone or by email and contact details were available on the Board'’s
website.

The Courts Service also gave priority to domestic violence. Each district continued to
have a court open to hear applications for protection, interim barring orders and
emergency barring orders. Court offices were open for essential business by
appointment only and domestic violence applicants were facilitated.

Offices were contactable by telephone or email with contact details available on the
website. Out-of-hours procedures continued as normal and learning from this also
informed contingency planning. A list of experienced Court Registrars available to
travel to attend Courts where and when required was compiled. A step-by-step guide
for Court Registrars with domestic violence procedures and forms was made available
on the Courts Service intranet for all staff, supported by a basic registrar training
programme which allowed for rapid upskilling in the event of significant staff
shortages.
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In order to ensure victims were aware of services, the Minister launched a public
awareness campaign. The ‘Still Here’ campaign featured examples of domestic violence
occurring in the context of the public health restrictions. Further information was also
available on the Department’s website for the campaign.

Immigration Services

Initial EU advice was for borders to remain open and for persons to follow the travel
advice issued by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade which was upgraded as
the global situation evolved.

Contingency planning was developed to ensure that priority immigration services
continued to be provided, should circumstances change.

Priority Business Areas were identified as

e Border Management Unit at Dublin Airport

e Management of Accommodation and other Services for persons in the Direct
Provision (DP) system, including processing of new applications for International
Protection (IP)

e Immigration registration function (public office processes 500 applicants per
day)

Border Management Unit

The Border Management Unit (BMU) has responsibility for securing Ireland’s border at
Dublin Airport, in accordance with the provisions of the Immigration Acts and Orders as
they relate to entry and refusal of entry to the State.

Between January 1 and 31 December 2020 almost 7.4 million passengers arrived in
Dublin Airport. More than half of those arrived in the first two months of the year,
before COVID-19 had impacted on international travel. The figure was down 78% on
the previous year.

A very close working relationship exists between frontline Border Management Unit
staff at Dublin Airport, the Dublin Airport Authority (DAA) and the HSE. Immigration
personnel closely followed all advice from the HSE and, in the event that a suspected
case arose, protocols in place were carefully followed.
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From Thursday 28 May it became a legal requirement for passengers arriving in Ireland
from overseas to complete a COVID-19 Passenger Locator Form (PLF). The PLF was
used to facilitate a system of follow-up checks to ensure that arriving passengers stayed
at the address provided by them. The PLF also aided with contact tracing, in the event
of a suspected or confirmed case arrive on a flight or ferry coming into Ireland.

Between 28 April and 25 August 2020, the collection of PLFs and the system of spot
check follow-up calls was carried out by officials from the Border Management Unit on
behalf of the health authorities. This follow-up function transferred to the Department
of Health on 26 August 2020.

The BMU continued to collect and check the passenger locator forms at Dublin Airport.
Any passenger refusing to complete the mandatory form at Dublin Airport was referred
to the Garda National Immigration Bureau (GNIB).

International Protection

The International Protection System was examined closely as the threat of COVID-19
began to emerge and plans/mitigations for the provision of accommodation services
for people in the system were developed. IPAS initiated a number of measures to
ensure that the safety of residents and operational capacity could be maintained.

e Additional emergency accommodation was sought to help provide contingency
beds in accommodation centres.

e The opening of new centres in Tullamore and Rosslare Harbour was prioritised.

e Dispersal of residents from emergency accommodation into accommodation
centres was temporarily stopped to generate capacity within the centres
themselves.

e Allinternational protection applicants living in emergency accommodation were
contacted to ensure they had appropriate understanding of HSE guidelines and
knew who to call if they had concerns.

e Centre Managers were also contacted and provided with information in relation
to contingency planning. Material from the HSE was also circulated to centres.

The Department arranged a briefing for key NGO groups with an interest in
International Protection Applications including children. IPAS also liaised with the NGO
community to identify the supports they could provide in the case of a COVID-19
outbreak.
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The latest information on Immigration and International Protection during the COVID-
19 pandemic was made available in a dedicated ‘COVID-19 Updates and
Announcements’ area on the INIS website. Notices on the various arrangements to
address issues brought about by the pandemic, as well as links to health advice,
including information on self-isolation requirements on arrival in Ireland, were
published in this dedicated area.

Temporary Closure of Immigration Office

Responding to the nationwide lockdown announced in March 2020, the Registration
Office, Immigration Service Delivery at Burgh Quay, Dublin, initially closed from
Monday 23 March. The office re-opened on 20 July. Offices outside Dublin were also
closed from 23 March and re-opened on a phased basis from 20 July.

Further to the Government announcement on updated measures in October, the
Registration Office at Burgh Quay temporarily closed to the public for first-time
registration appointments with effect from Wednesday 21. The office was re-opened
on 2 December for appointment holders only and remained open until 23 December,
when it was closed in line with public health advice. Offices outside Dublin remained
open subject to operational requirements until 23 December when they also closed
due to COVID-19 restrictions.

Temporary Extension of Immigration Permissions

Throughout the year, the Minister announced a series of temporary extensions to
Immigration and International Protection permissions to reside in the state. The first
such extension was issued on 20 March.

The renewal of permission was on the same basis as the existing permission and the
same conditions were attached. In relation to persons with existing permission under
Directive 2004/38/EC (Free Movement Directive) the automatic renewal was subject
to compliance with the requirements of the Directive.

Throughout the year, Immigration Service Delivery issued regular updates to particular
cohorts regarding their status, and moved many services online.


http://www.inis.gov.ie/en/INIS/Pages/COVID-19-updates-and-announcements
http://www.inis.gov.ie/en/INIS/Pages/COVID-19-updates-and-announcements
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Visa Services

A limited resumption of visa services was announced on Monday 22 June. During the
initial resumption phase, only Long Stay “D” visa applications, including Study, as well
as those identified as Emergency/Priority visas, were accepted. The issuance of non-
Emergency/Priority visas was not recommended until such time as public health advice
allowed.

Later in the year decisions were recommenced on certain long-stay visas which
included categories such as third level study at primary degree and postgraduate level,
Employment and Join Family. Decisions on applications for English Languages studies
remained on hold in light of moves to Level 5 COVID-19 restrictions, and pending
further consideration by the relevant authorities.

Short stay visa applications were not generally accepted, except for cases that fell
under the Emergency/Priority criteria. However the list of exemptions which fall under
Emergency/Priority was expanded to include those specific categories of travellers,
identified as having an essential function or need in the EU Council Recommendation
(EU) 2020/912 of 30 June 2020.

Restrictions were relaxed and imposed in various countries throughout the year, and so
the resumption of visa application processing was predicated on health and safety
advice in relation to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Temporary Suspension of Irish Short Stay Visa Waiver
Programme

On 10 July 2020, Minister McEntee announced the temporary suspension of the Irish
Short Stay Visa Waiver Programme (SSVWP) as part of COVID-19 measures to restrict
travel and protect public health. The Programme had allowed people visiting the
United Kingdom on short stay visas to travel to Ireland. Under the agreement, the visa
holders had to leave Ireland before their permission to stay in the UK ended.

The suspension of the Programme was implemented because of a divergence in
approach between Ireland and the UK in travel measures to combat the pandemic.
Nationals of the affected countries were no longer in a position to use their UK short
stay visa for a visit to Ireland, but could apply separately for an Irish visa, which would
only be accepted if it was a critical case. This was a temporary measure, which did not
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affect the Common Travel Area rights of British and Irish citizens or the operation of
the CTA.

Online Registration Renewal System for Dublin-based non-
nationals

On 22 June, Minister Flanagan announced an online Registration Renewal System for
non-EEA students based in Dublin. On 7 July, Minister McEntee announced that this
online renewal system was being expanded to all Dublin based non-nationals seeking
to renew their immigration registration.

The new online system allowed applicants to complete renewals online without having
to book an appointment and attend in person to the registration office. Previously,
such applicants were required to book an appointment prior to attending in person at
the registration office, and these appointments were in high demand.

Those seeking to renew their permission could now complete the application form
online, upload copies of supporting documents online, pay the applicable fee and
submit their passport and current IRP card via registered post.

Citizenship

Due to the traditional reliance of the Citizenship section on the processing of physical
documentation, the restrictions brought about by COVID-19 had a significant impact
on this area.

Ceremonies took place on 2 and 3 March although candidates or guests from several
countries who had been in close contact to a COVID-19 case, or who were displaying
symptoms, were asked not to attend. The ceremonies scheduled for July and for other
months of the year were cancelled as the level of infections and the overall impact of
the virus became clear. A pilot virtual ceremony was held on 15 July. While the virtual
ceremony was a success, a review found that it was not scalable to support the level of
demand, as to progress virtual ceremonies on the scale required would result in
diverting excessive resources away from case processing.

It was decided that these ceremonies would be replaced during COVID-19 with a
requirement for citizenship applicants to sign a statutory declaration of loyalty to the
State. Upon the return of a fully completed declaration, the Department of Justice
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could issue a certificate of naturalisation. In lieu of a citizenship ceremony, a virtual
celebration event would be held for anyone receiving a certificate of naturalisation.

In order to further develop the online aspect to its services, the Citizenship website
was redesigned to make it more user friendly. As part of this process, an online
conversation application or ‘chatbot’, referred to as Tara was introduced in December.
This provided users with an instant response to frequently asked questions in order to
further assist with queries and processing.

Notwithstanding these measures, there were in excess of 23,000 citizenship
applications on hand at year end including approximately 4,000 that were ceremony
ready. Waiting until large in-person citizenship ceremonies could take place was not
seen as an option as many applicants would have their opportunity to be made Irish
citizens postponed for an indefinite period of time through no fault of their own.

The temporary system for granting citizenship was opened on 18 January 2021.

North-South Cooperation

The Garda Commissioner and PSNI Chief Constable were in regular contact and this
ongoing close cooperation between An Garda Siochana and the PSNI was a key
element of policing the response to the pandemic.

e There was extensive cooperation to deliver the many coordinated checkpoints
which were put in place at key locations along the border?!.

¢ Joint checkpoints were also put in place during some bank holiday weekends in
each jurisdiction.

¢ These actions and initiatives were highlighted on social media, to assist in
developing public awareness that Gardai and the PSNI were working together
closely to ensure compliance with public health restrictions on both sides of the
border.

1 The Health Regulations, insofar as they relate to the restrictions on movement from one’s residence, could not be applied to restrict the
movement of persons residing in Northern Ireland.
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There was good political cooperation in this field too through productive discussions
with the Northern Ireland Minister for Justice, Naomi Long MLA. Minister Flanagan
had a teleconference with Minister Long on 30 April followed by a joint Press Release
on 7 May where the two Ministers made a joint call to bring public attention to police
enforcement action on both sides of the border. They also urged people to continue to
respect public health guidelines. Minister McEntee had a teleconference with Minister
Long on 21 July. They discussed a range of issues of mutual interest, including COVID-
19 matters.

AN GARDA SIOCHANA RESPONSE

An Garda Siochana is one of three principal Response Agencies under Ireland’s Strategic
Emergency Management structures and framework. As such, it is fully involved in the
planning and protocols for the management of major emergencies at national, regional and
local levels.

Each Garda Division has an emergency plan in place, and these plans are reviewed on an
ongoing basis as well as in response to particular crisis events.

Garda operational contingencies around staff availability are locally based. Inter-agency
emergency plans are in place at critical infrastructure around the country, including ports
and airports. Inter-agency emergency management working groups and steering groups
were in place in each of the 8 Major Emergency Management (MEM) regions. The Health
Service Executive led in the activation and implementation of these plans in the context of
a health emergency.

Initial Preparations

An Garda Siochana, created its own full time COVID-19 unit to coordinate a
preparedness response for COVID-19 issues from a national level. While any response
to an incident or potential emergency around COVID-19 would be dealt with on a
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local/regional level, the COVID-19 unit had national oversight to ensure consistency
and coordination of approach.

The Garda Commissioner set out to implement a range of measures ensuring that An
Garda Siochana had maximum capacity to maintain service delivery and support to
other agencies as required:

e Rosters/Annual Leave - An emergency roster was drawn up to meet peak
demand and enable higher visibility policing. All annual leave for Garda members
and Garda Staff was restricted to no more than 10% of the workforce at any
time.

e Severance Package -Retirements of 18 senior ranks which had been due on the
1 April, under the severance package, were deferred.

e Garda College - All Probation Gardai in training in the Garda College (c. 320)
were sworn into AGS on 27 March 2020 and allocated to stations.

e All Garda members working in the Garda College were reallocated to
operational policing duties or essential training while Garda staff working in the
college were allocated to administrative duties.

Summary of Contingency Arrangements

In supporting the COVID-19 public health guidelines, An Garda Siochana adopted a
graduated policing response based on its tradition of policing by consent. This saw
Garda members engage, educate, encourage and, as a last resort, enforce. High
visibility patrolling was carried out by Garda members across the country in line with
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the public health measures announced by the Government. The focus of this activity
was on encouraging people to adhere to the public health measures.

In this, as in all its work, AGS continued to implement its ethos of community policing,
seeking out those who were vulnerable to provide assistance and ensure sure they
didn’t feel alone. Throughout the pandemic, normal policing operations to prevent and
detect crime continued. These measures were communicated to the Garda
representative associations, who all appreciated the extremely grave situation facing
the country and the need to seek to have maximum capacity available to maintain
service delivery and support the public as required.

Following the commencement of Government restrictions under COVID-19, there was
a general decrease in many categories of crime. However, some categories increased as

follows:
* Domestic Abuse (necessitating the introduction of Operation
Faoiseamh in support of victims of domestic abuse)
e Controlled Drugs (simple possession)
e Weapons and Explosives Offences (possession of offensive weapons
e Cybercrime/online fraud
Policing Authority

In view of ongoing Garda operations and the nature of the temporary powers, independent
oversight of policing and human rights was viewed as essential to maintain the public’s faith
in and support for policing.
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To that end the Minister requested that the Policing Authority report on a regular basis on
its actions in the oversight of policing of COVID-19, with particular reference to the Garda
implementation of the Regulations made by the Minister for Health.

The Minister also suggested to the Policing Authority that it engage with relevant statutory
bodies and NGOs operating in the area of civil and human rights.

The tenth report of the Policing Authority on Policing Performance by the Garda Siochana
in Relation to COVID-19 Regulations was published on 18 December 2020. The full report
can be accessed at the following link:

Tenth Report of the Policing Authority in relation to COVID-19 Regulations

The Policing Authority was also involved in working with the Commissioner to revise the
objectives set out in the Policing Plan 2020 in view of the diversion of resources to COVID-
19, while also ensuring progress on other key areas of work as far as possible.

COURTS SERVICE RESPONSE

The Courts Service worked closely with the presidents of all court jurisdictions to develop
appropriate contingency plans to allow courts to deal with urgent family, criminal and civil
matters. Each area and each situation was different in terms of the response required, such
as cancelling courts, transferring cases, using video technology, closing offices, working
remotely, and supporting Courts Services in the event of any closure.

The Courts Service had multiple video enabled courtrooms which could facilitate custody
hearings to take place directly with prisons, thus minimising the need for the mass
movement of prisoners to and from courts.

Early in the pandemic the Courts Service doubled its remote working capacity for judges
and staff and began developing plans to ensure that the system of family law maintenance
payments and other vulnerable users, could continue to be provided.

On Friday 8 May, the Chief Justice, the Court Presidents and the Courts Service outlined
the steps to be taken to create a pathway to opening some courts in line with the

74


https://www.policingauthority.ie/assets/uploads/documents/Policing_Performance_by_the_Garda_S%C3%ADoch%C3%A1na_in_relation_to_the_Covid-19_Regulations_-_11092020.pdf
https://www.policingauthority.ie/assets/uploads/documents/Policing_Performance_by_the_Garda_S%C3%ADoch%C3%A1na_in_relation_to_the_Covid-19_Regulations_-_11092020.pdf

An Roinn Dli agus Cirt
Department of Justice

Government’s Roadmap for Reopening Society and Business. The Courts Service had also
established a consultative user group to ensure that court users were involved in informing
their decisions.

Building upon the experience obtained from the initial pilot of remote courts in the
Supreme Court and the Court of Appeal, remote courts were held in the High Court, the
Circuit Court and the District Court.

The Courts Service contingency planning group also reviewed and updated plans on a daily
basis, in consultation with key stakeholders. The latest arrangements in respect for each
court jurisdiction were published on the Courts Service website.

Family Law

Family law, by its very nature, is stressful for couples whose relationship has broken
down. This stress was exacerbated exponentially through the impact of COVID-19.

Court Orders in relation to access remained in place and, in general, parties were
obliged to keep to them. However, acknowledging that there might be some issues or
concerns about travelling for visits, on 27 March, the President of the District

Court clarified that parents could come to mutually agreed arrangements for
alternative contact, which could involve phone calls, or skype etc. If parties could not
agree on an alternative arrangement, mediation services were available and at all times
the welfare and best interests of the child was paramount.

Regulations made by the Minister for Health, which came into effect on 8 April,
recognised the right of a parent, guardian, or person having a right of access to a child
to leave their home in order to give effect to arrangements for access by that person or
for another parent, guardian or person having such right of access and explicitly
provided for an exception to the travel restrictions.

In cooperation with the Department and its Agencies, a UCC Family law COVID-19
information hub was launched as a resource for people seeking guidance on family law.
The Family and Child Law Committee of the Law Society also prepared guidelines for
practitioners and parents on family law matters during COVID-19. The Law Society
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made arrangements to send the guidelines electronically to every practising solicitor on
26 March 2020.

Criminal Justice Efficiencies Working Group

The primary focus in the context of COVID-19 was on the needs of all criminal courts
with a view to maximising the operation of these courts both in the immediate and
medium term. A group chaired by the Department and comprising judges of the
District, Circuit and High Courts, as well as senior management from the Courts
Service, an Garda Siochana, Irish Prison Service, Probation Service and the Office of
the Director of Public Prosecutions worked collectively and bilaterally to identify and
implement measures to support the conduct of all criminal work, in particular the
holding of jury trials in line with social distancing guidelines.

Measures were pursued to reduce the need for attendance in court through ICT
solutions such as the use of video technology for a range of court applications
including bail applications. Legislative proposals to further extend the use of video
technology to other types of hearings including arraignments, entry of pleas,
sentencing hearings and call over lists have been developed. In addition, alternative
sanctions such as increased use of the adult caution scheme for certain low level
offences were explored to assist in alleviating the pressure on the criminal courts.

A number of other legislative and non-legislative proposals to introduce further
efficiencies were also considered for detailed submissions to the Minister.

Civil Justice Medium Term Planning Group

In parallel with the Court Efficiencies Group on the criminal side, a medium-term
planning group was established on the civil side.

The civil group considered the impacts of COVID-19 on the current and future
management of civil cases in the courts system and examined a sustainable structured
recovery plan. It will make recommendations for the future management of civil cases
in the courts that might improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the civil justice
system, and will look, in consultation with the Legal Aid Board and the Insolvency
Service, at other measures to minimise pressures on the court system in a socially
distanced environment.
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The Group will also take into consideration the ongoing work being undertaken, and
recommendations of, other relevant working groups focused on the courts system.

IRISH PRISON SERVICE RESPONSE

A contingency planning meeting was convened by IPS Operations Directorate at the end of
February 2020 to discuss contingency arrangements in the context of the COVID-19
threat. This included maintaining safe prisons with all essential services including inter alia
staffing, healthcare, catering provision and the maintenance of plant and equipment.

As part of planning for the pandemic, a COVID-19 preparedness team was established with
a dedicated executive Clinical Lead, infection control manager, and an additional full time
nurse.

An educational module on COVID-19 was rolled out (including instruction on the correct
procedures for using Personal Protective Equipment [PPE]) initially to staff in the most at-
risk prisons (Cloverhill and Déchas) and from 2 March, training commenced for staff in all
other prisons.

Summary of Contingency Arrangements

COVID-19 provides unique challenges to custodial institutions in terms of controlling
the spread of the virus amongst staff and prisoners, and the provision of appropriate
medical treatment to affected persons. Recognising these challenges, the Director
General of the Irish Prison Service, at an early stage, established an Emergency
Response Planning Team (ERPT) consisting of senior staff with skills and experience in
areas including operational; healthcare; and infection control.
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The Irish Prison Service was internationally recognised for its work in controlling the
spread of the virus. The IPS shared its experience with other countries through a paper
co-authored with the World Health Organisation and Prison Health Collaborating
Centre which was published in the international Public Health Journal.

As the nature of the pandemic became apparent, Minister Flanagan approved a
number of actions on 13 March 2020 to reduce the numbers in prisons and allow for
greater physical distancing and cocooning of highly vulnerable people in prison. These
included:

e The granting of temporary release (TR) to low risk prisoners on a case-by-case
basis. As always TR was conditional on good behaviour and each prisoner was
subject to re-arrest in the event of a breach.

e To reduce footfall in and out of the prisons, and to free up administrative staff,
to mitigate any depletion in prison officer numbers, longer intervals were
allowed between sign-ins with IPS for prisoners on temporary release.

It is important to note that a number of key safeguards were in place. The primary
concern was public safety - no prisoner who posed an undue risk to public safety,
especially people with a domestic abuse conviction, was released in this way and no
one remanded for trial could be released. Factors such as housing and health status
were also taken into account and the IPS coordinated with the Department of Housing,
Planning and Local Government and the HSE.
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In order to prevent cross-contamination in prisons, some activities, such as work and
training, were curtailed to reduce cross-prison movements and interactions, and prison
schools were closed. In conjunction with the Government’s Roadmap for Reopening
Society & Business and with infection control in mind, IPS implemented a risk based
programme to maintain or modify contingencies and protocols or lift restrictions at
prison level as appropriate.

Screening and Testing for COVID-19 in Prison

The Irish Prison Service took a proactive approach to ensure the early detection of any
possible case of COVID-19 and operated a robust system of contact tracing. In line
with the WHO advice and in consultation with the NPHET, point of entry screening
commenced from 30 March 2020.

The IPS opened a specific unit in Cloverhill to allow for the isolation of any confirmed
cases. Prisoners were isolated in this unit until cleared from isolation through the
COVID-19 testing process. Staff working in this unit were provided with appropriate
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) to ensure their safety.

Court Attendance

The Irish Prison Service worked closely with the Courts Service, the Law Society and
An Garda Siochana and where possible court cases were facilitated by video link.

eThe increased use of video link for court sittings as a measure to reduce the spread
of COVID-19 in the prison system has proven very effective. At the onset of the
COVID-19 pandemic the Irish Prison Service, in conjunction with the Courts,
accelerated the roll out of technology to enable video link court sittings throughout
the Prison Estate.

eThis has led to a substantial increase in the use of video link for court appearances
from 10% in 2019 to 50% at end 2020.

The video link facility is also being utilised for visits, solicitor consultations and to
facilitate the delivering of services such as psychiatric, psychological and other
counselling services

Prisoners who were in isolation as possible COVID-19 cases or who were isolated for
precautionary reasons as possible close contacts, were not required to attend for court
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appearances in line with public health guidelines. The Prison Service made every effort
to advise solicitors and courts if a prisoner was in isolation and in the case of a bail
hearing agreement, leave could be sought to have the case dealt with in the prisoner’s
absence.

Quarantining and Visiting

All prisoners newly committed to prison were quarantined for up to 14 days, in order
to reduce the risk that a new committal, incubating the virus, could spread COVID-19
to the general prison population. Prisoners aged 70 years or more or those deemed
medically vulnerable were advised to minimise interactions with other prisoners or
staff, in line with Government advice.

Following restriction on movements announced by the Government to curtail the
spread of COVID-19, physical family visits to prisons were suspended on 27 March
2020 and replaced with a new system of virtual or video visits. To ameliorate the
effects of the curtailment on prisoner wellbeing, the number of television channels
available to prisoners was increased. The Prison Service also introduced a method
which allowed family members to lodge money online for prisoners to avail of items in
the prison tuck shop.

Health & Safety questions and'who you are visiting.

In line with the Government Roadmap, and with infection control in mind, the Irish
Prison Service completed a comprehensive risk assessment on the return of physical
prison visits. Necessary measures were identified and progressed, to ensure that
family members and friends could return to physical visits in a safe manner.

End of Year Position
11 March 2020 - 4,235 in custody, 343 on temporary release, 784 solely on remand
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31 December 2020 - 3,650 in Custody, 321 on temporary release, 661 solely on
remand. Reduction - 585 (12.6%)

Around 22 cases of COVID-19 had been confirmed in the prison system to 23
December, 2020. The majority of these cases involved people becoming infected in the
community before entering prison. There were no COVID-19 related deaths or
hospitalisations in the Irish Prison System through 2020.

OTHER AGENCIES, OFFICES AND BODIES

Coroners and Pathology Services

The National Mortality Oversight Group, which was a standing contingency for mass
casualty events, increased their operational tempo in response to the onset of the
pandemic.

A sub-group of Coroners was also created to coordinate their responses to COVID-19
along with Department of Justice and Equality, An Garda Siochana, and the State
Pathologist, with support from the Department of Health and the Department of Housing,
Planning and Local Government as required.

As the Department of Justice and Equality had responsibility for the Dublin Coroners
Court, the Department appointed two additional deputy coroners and increased the
number of administrative staff to support with an increased workload of recording
notifiable deaths.

The Coroners also worked with the HSE, PHECC, the National Ambulance Service and an
Garda Siochana to revise the rules relating to pronouncement of death to reduce pressure
on GPs to attend at all deaths.

Following engagement between the Department and the Local Government Management
Agency (LGMA) and also the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government,
confirmation was received that Local Authorities would, on request, support Coroners with
administrative staff during and after the pandemic.

Part 2 of the Civil and Criminal (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 2020, dealing with Coroners
was commenced with effect from 21 August, 2020. The Act provides for additional
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capacity to the Coroner service, by the written request of the Coroner for the district,
seeking Ministerial authorisation, for one or more of the following actions:

e assign as a temporary additional Coroner for that district, for a period not exceeding
six months (which may be renewed), a person who already stands appointed as a
Coroner or deputy Coroner for another district,

e appointment of a temporary additional Coroner for that district, for a period not
exceeding six months (which may be renewed) of a person who may previously have
been a Coroner or deputy Coroner to be appointed as a Coroner. An upper age limit
of 75 years will apply; and

e appointment of a temporary additional Coroner for that district, for a period not
exceeding six months (which may be renewed) of a person not previously appointed
as a Coroner or deputy Coroner but who has the necessary qualifications under the
Act to be appointed as a Coroner. An upper age limit of 75 years applies.

Criminal Assets Bureau

Despite the challenges of COVID-19 the Bureau reacted quickly and adopted new work
practices ensuring the work of the Bureau continued whilst ensuring the safety of Bureau
Officers and staff.

The Bureau brought 31 new proceeds of crime cases before the High Court. Due to the
public health restrictions in place throughout the year, court hearings were held both
remotely and in person to facilitate the Bureau reaching this figure.

During 2020, due to the large volume of luxury assets over which a section 4 or 4a order of
the Proceeds of Crime Act had been granted, the Bureau engaged the services of an
Auction House who, on behalf of the Bureau, held online bespoke timed auctions, the first
of which was held in October 2020. To comply with COVID-19 restrictions, this auction
was held online to discourage the unnecessary travelling to view or inspect the assets.

In September 2020 the Bureau, in conjunction with the University of Limerick, successfully
launched the Post Graduate Diploma in Proceeds of Crime and Asset Investigation (POCAI)
course. As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic restrictions, the course, which consisted of
five modules, was delivered online.
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Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal

The Tribunal held 18 appeal hearings during 2020. Of these appeal hearings, 12 involved
Criminal Injuries Compensation Scheme cases and 6 of the hearings involved Prison Officer
Scheme cases.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, from April 2020 onwards, appeal hearings took place by
teleconference, with the agreement of applicants. Of the 18 appeal hearings held during
2020, 13 hearings were conducted by teleconference and the remaining 5 were conducted
in person early in the year.

Data Protection Commission

The Data Protection Commission (DPC) had an increase of 8.8% in cases logged during
2020 which came to a total of 10,156 cases. In spite of this post, email and telephone
contacts received was down by 27.4%. Queries relating to COVID-19 specific data matters
were to the fore from March to August. These included queries on pandemic
unemployment payment, airport checks, the COVID-19 tracker app and remote working,
but these reduced later in the year.

The DPC experienced a year-on-year decrease in complaints of 34% with 4,660 in 2020
compared to 7,049 in 2019. Statutory inquiries opened in 2019 were down to 13 from 20
the year before, a 35% decrease. At the same time the rate of complaints concluded in
2020 was only down 1.7%, year on year, standing at 4,476 for 2020.

Like other bodies, DPC was able to make use of the COVID-19 watershed to deliver a
166% increase in formal decisions made under the Data Acts, issuing 77 in 2020 as
compared to 29 in 2019. It also saw a 50% increase in prosecutions but a 9.7% decrease in
investigations.

Forensic Science Ireland

As an essential service, Forensic Science Ireland remained open throughout all stages of
COVID-19 restrictions, to support the justice system.

The design and nature of facilities as well as occupancy limitations presented some unique
challenges in 2020 but it also led to new ways of working and enduring changes. For the
first time, FSI scientists presented expert testimony remotely through video-conferencing
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technology. Considering that FSI staff present in courts around the country, this is a
significant leap forward in efficiency for FSI staff.

FSI reported on close to 22,000 investigations in 2020, including almost 6,000 from
Fingerprints and Documents & Handwriting. This represents an increase of 36% in reported
cases compared to 2019.

FSI developed a Memorandum of Understanding with Forensic Science Northern Ireland
for mutual cooperation. A programme of collaborative work has been developed, under the
Intergovernmental Agreement on Co-Operation on Criminal Justice Matters and this work
is well underway.

FSI has also proposed a number of legislative changes to the Department of Justice to
improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the services it provides and the efficiency of
the sector as a whole.

Garda Siochana Ombudsman Commission

On the advice of the health authorities GSOC closed its public office in March 2020 and
110 of GSOC’s 125 staff were equipped and set up to work remotely with laptops. The
remaining 15 were equipped to work remotely within weeks.

The closure did not adversely affect GSOC's ability to receive complaints, in fact the
number of complaints received in 2020 was 11% higher than in 2019.

With the lifting of the first lockdown, measures were put in place to facilitate a phased
return of staff to the office in line with public health advice, through blended working.
These arrangements also allowed for the resumption of GSOC's phone lines, however, the
public office remained closed. Members of the public were still able to make complaints to
GSOC in a number of ways including by email, written correspondence and online.

COVID-19-Related Complaints

The Ombudsman Commission decided that it would be beneficial to An Garda
Siochana to share real-time information about how the public was experiencing or
perceiving policing at this time, thus helping to inform decision-making by An Garda
Siochana in relation to additional policing duties with regard to COVID-19.
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Between March and year end, a total of 295 complaints to GSOC mentioned COVID-
19. As with all complaints to GSOC, these complaints were assessed to see if they met
the criteria for admissibility.

Sixty eight (68) were found to be inadmissible, 50 were admitted for investigation, 24
were still open at year end and the majority of the remainder did not proceed past the
‘query’ stage, that is, complainants failed to provide sufficient detail to allow the
complaint be considered for admissibility.

Garda Siochana Inspectorate

In response to the ongoing public health crisis, the Garda Inspectorate put in place a
COVID-19 Response Plan to mitigate any risks to the health and wellbeing of staff, key
stakeholders and the wider public; while continuing to deliver core functions.

As a result of a number of significant changes to the environment in which the Inspectorate
operates, including; the COVID -19 crisis, the Inspectorate conducted a formal review of its
Work Plan. The Inspectorate engaged with a number of key stakeholders to assist in
identifying any new or emerging policing issues and to ensure that future inspections are
focused on the areas of highest harm and risk.

All future inspections will take account of the most up to date public health advice and
measures necessary to mitigate any risks to staff and any persons who engage with the
Inspectorate during the inspection process.

International Protection Office

The number of people seeking international protection fell due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Notwithstanding significant challenges, the International Protection Office (IPO) remained
open in line with its international obligations to allow those who wish to claim international
protection the opportunity to do so. The provision of the facility to allow people claim
international protection is considered an essential service at all times, including during the
COVID-19 crisis.

Efforts to improve processing times were seriously impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic,
which reduced the output of decisions considerably and impacted on the target set by the
IPO to make first instance decisions in the vast majority of cases within 9 months.
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The IPO’s main focus was to continue to keep its processing system functioning as
effectively and efficiently as possible, while adhering to all measures in place to combat the
spread of COVID-19. However, it must be acknowledged that the processing of
applications is complex and that each application deserves and receives an individual
assessment.

IPO Cases pending at the end of 2020

First instance: There were 5,279 applications on hand at the International Protection
Office at 31 December 2020. .

Permission to Remain Review: There were 505 Permission to Remain Review cases on
hand at 31 December 2020.

Ministerial Decisions Unit: There were 538 cases pending a ministerial decision in
MDU at the end of 2020.

International Protection Appeals Tribunal

Initial 2020 trends indicated that the Tribunal was on target to meet its key performance
targets for the year. Overall, however, the output of the Tribunal in 2020 when compared
with 2019 decreased in the order of 46% due to the COVID-19 pandemic and resulting
measures.

The highest decline was in appeals heard which fell by 70% from 1536 in 2019 to just 465
in 2020. The number of appeals completed fell by 47%.

The disruption of business is largely attributed by the Tribunal, as one part of the end to
end immigration framework, to COVID-19 restrictions for both clients and practitioners
and to remote hearing gaps in relation to direct provision centres at various locations and
to logistical issues around documentation.

Insolvency Service of Ireland

While applications fell 6% to 3,800 during 2020, within that figure Personal Insolvency
Arrangement applications actually increased 12.5%. New section 115A cases fell by 7%.

There were 30% fewer Protective Certificates approved in 2020 (1402 as opposed to
1986) and a 15% fall in arrangements approved.
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There was a significant increase in both Protection Certificates and Arrangements
approved through the Courts for the first two months of 2020 before the significant
decline in the second quarter due to the Pandemic and subsequent closure of the Courts.

Quarter 3, 2020, saw some recovery as the courts reopened and PIPs could meet clients
virtually and Quarter 4 continued this trend. However, the net effect was a decline in
approvals for both PC’s and Arrangements for the full year although within this
arrangements figure, Personal Insolvency Arrangements (the solution that deals with
secured debt) declined only marginally.

The number of bankruptcies adjudicated in 2020 was down by 50% compared to 2019 due
to courts being unable to sit because of COVID-19 restrictions and in a context of general
decline in such cases. In January 2021 the Court moved to remote hearings for cases to
ensure no backlog develops and will deal with any pent up demand.

Irish Film Classification Office

In 2020, film submissions up to 17 March were in line with the previous year but in the
period from 17 March to 31 December the figures were dramatically different. This meant
that there were just 279 submissions in 2020 in comparison with 948 the year before. This
represents a drop of 70% and this was even more pronounced in Q3 and Q4. DVD
submissions were in line with 2019.

Classifications given in 2020 amounted to 2,454, as compared with 3,111 in 2019, which
was a 21% decrease. There was also a 39% fall-off in IFCO website traffic during 2020
which had been at 140,000 hits in 2019.

Just four film applications were received in January 2020 compared to 107 in January
2020. These figures reflect the impacts of COVID-19 on cinema openings and movie
releases at this time.

Legal Aid Board

There was a 20% decline in Legal Aid Certificates issued by LAB, just 11,623 in 2020 as
opposed to 14,531 in 2019. Private Practitioner Scheme cases were down 25% to 7,893 in
2020 as against 10,532 in 2019. These were limited mainly by COVID-19 restrictions at
District Court level.
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The biggest fall, as reflected in the related courts data, was that of 53% in terms of
International Protection cases; 1,227 in 2020 compared to 2,593 in 2019.

LAB judicial separation and divorce cases were down 14% in 2020 from the previous year.
However, domestic violence casework went up 8% from 3,249 in 2019 to 3,494 in 2020.
The number on the LAB waiting list at year end 2020 was 1,491; down 24% from 1,963 in
2019.

2,431 people used the new Legal Aid and Mediation Helpline introduced in response to
COVID-19 by the LAB during 2020. In terms of criminal legal aid schemes operated by LAB
there was a 14% increase in the Garda Station Legal Advice Revised Scheme (up to 4,534);
a 49% increase in the Custody Issues Scheme which reached 266 cases in 2020 but a 13%
decline in CAB Scheme claims which stood at 7.

Legal Services Regulatory Authority

The LSRA received 1,422 complaints during 2020 but its new functions were only coming
on stream so there are no earlier trends to compare against in this area. The LSRA
maintained functionality with remote working supports but there were some impacts from
COVID-19 restrictions.

Work on informal resolution of complaints was somewhat complicated due to the inability
to offer face-to-face meetings to resolve complaints. A planned staff move to the new
premises in April was delayed due to the onset of the pandemic and the Government’s
work from home advice. The office officially opened on 31 August for a small number of
staff. However, the majority of LSRA staff were working remotely up to the end of the year
and beyond.

Collection of the Statutory Levy is continuing with over 99% compliance and the Roll of
Practising Barristers is being effectively maintained. While a new Legal Practitioners’
Disciplinary Tribunal is at an advanced stage of establishment the conduct of hearings is
likely be disrupted by COVID-19 measures.

Mental Health (Criminal Law) Review Board

In March 2020, the Minister gave consent for the Review board to amend its procedures to
allow for hearings to be conducted via tele-conferencing. The Review Board was also
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designated by the Minister under sections 29 and 31 of the Civil Law and Criminal Law
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2020, to provide that meetings and hearings of the Board
could be conducted remotely.

During 2020, there was a slight increase in the number of review hearings held by the
Board, with 203 review hearings into the detention of patients in the Central Mental
Hospital compared with 198 the previous year.

Office of Inspector of Prisons

The COVID-19 pandemic presented a challenging environment in which to inspect
treatment and conditions in prisons. Given the restrictions imposed in prisons to prevent
transmission of COVID-19, including restricted regimes and limitations on external visitors
to prisons, oversight of prisons was of the utmost importance over the course of the year.
The Inspectorate remained committed to its oversight function in 2020, despite the
challenges posed by COVID-19.

The Inspectorate‘'s COVID-19 related activities between March and December 2020 were
as follows:

e Short visits carried out to all 12 prisons between 26 March and 5 May 2020, which
were followed by telephone calls made to prison Governors between April and July
2020.

e Ongoing communications with the IPS, including daily and weekly prison reports
from the IPS Director General.

e Development of a report in collaboration with Maynooth University on the impact of
cocooning on persons in custody.

With the onset of COVID-19, IPS Headquarters provided the Inspectorate with updates on
the emerging situation across the prison estate. Communications included fortnightly calls
with the Director General of the IPS, provision of all information newsletters distributed to
staff and prisoners and provision of daily COVID-19 transmission figures.
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Property Services Regulatory Authority

Business levels were essentially maintained with just a 4.4% decline in licences issued
during 2020 but the clearance of complaint arrears with 197 complaints concluded in 2020
up 61% on the previous year.

Similarly, compliance audits were up 79% to a total of 281 in 2020. 77 Compensation Fund
cases were completed, an increase of 61 on 2019.

There was a 237% increase in email queries which reached 6,608 for the 2020 period.
Overall PSRA email traffic was up 220%.

Office of the State Pathologist

The unique position of the OSP as liaison between the Coroners, An Garda Siochana, the
Faculty of Pathology (Royal College of Physicians Ireland, RCPI) and mortuaries around the
country meant that it played a pivotal role in the development of guidelines and autopsy
practice at a national level.

The State Pathologist arranged to phase staffing to limit the risk as much as possible. All
pathologists were encouraged to work remotely when possible and remote access to files
and databases was established for all staff.

The Office of the State Pathologist adhered to all HSE, public health and Government
guidance during the COVID-19 pandemic. State pathologists always wear Personal
Protective Equipment (PPE) when carrying out their work and continued to attend at
scenes of death when such attendance was requested or necessary.

Probation Service

The Probation Service convened a contingency planning group covering key functions and
working with the Senior Management Team regarding co-ordination of activities around
COVID-19. All implications for service delivery decisions were referred centrally to
facilitate co-ordinated responses as issues arose. In the event of offenders choosing to self-
isolate, for example, not attending community service, probation staff followed usual
procedures i.e. seeking medical documentation/verification etc.
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The Probation Service ceased face to face contact from 6pm, 12 March, closing all
community service sites, suspending home visits and maintaining contact with offenders by
phone. High priority offenders were identified and focused contact was maintained with
them. The Probation Service remained in contact with IPS to ensure that none of their
actions would exacerbate the IPS risks. It also introduced a staggered work pattern for HQ
staff to reduce risk.

From May 2020 staff returned to work on a phased and rostered basis, to facilitate client
interviews and other essential work. Staff adapted their practice, working with offenders
using telephone contact and linking with key partner organisations to support community
safety

Work by Probation Service teams based in prisons continued. Working in partnership with
the Irish Prison Service, children detention centres and the Courts Service, the Probation
Service also prioritised the preparation of remand-in-custody reports for the Courts, in
cases that were ongoing. Video link interviews from designated Probation Service Offices
were facilitated in each prison.

Due to public health restrictions, International Restorative Justice Week was marked by a
webinar, organised by members of the Irish group of the Restorative Justice: Strategies for
Change European project in collaboration with the Department.

Despite the challenging environment, work continued within the Probation Service on
developing the Social Enterprise model of employment for people with convictions. In
November 2020, the Minister for Justice, Helen McEntee T.D., launched the Department
of Justice’s ‘Working to Change - Social Enterprise and Employment Strategy 2021-2023’.
This strategy sets out ambitious targets to increase the employment options for people
who have criminal records, and builds on a strong foundation of supports already in
existence.

Policing Authority

The Authority, in common with so many other public bodies, adapted its work practices to
the new realities and when the country went into lock-down in mid-March, the Authority’s
work and oversight continued unabated, despite much of it moving to remote working. The
Authority recognised that it must maintain and, where possible, strengthen its work of
oversight of the Garda Siochana in the new circumstances brought by the COID-19
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pandemic. The exceptional powers given to Gardai in the emergency legislation required a
proportionate response in oversight terms.

Timely, persistent and transparent oversight was and continues to be important in giving
assurance that those powers are used proportionately and in a manner consistent with the
expectations of the community. As requested by the Minister for Justice, the Authority
provided additional oversight of policing during 2020 and produced and published ten
reports on COVID-19 policing performance.
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Appendix 1: Agencies, Offices and Bodies under the aegis of the Department

We work in partnership with all Agencies, Offices and Bodies under the aegis of the Department of
Justice.

A comprehensive list, including all of the Boards/Tribunals under the aegis of the Department can
be found on the Department’s website.
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Reference year |A. Total B. Total value |C. Total number of |D. Total value of
2020 number of of contracts contracts issued contracts issued
contracts issued over over €25,000 over €25,000
issued over €25,000 by by priority sector |by priority sector
€25,000 by priority sector |which have which have
priority sector incorporated GPP |incorporated GPP
Priority Sector
Transport 3 Not recorded 0 0
Office Premises 5 Not recorded 0 0
Exps
Cleaning Not recorded
Products & 2 0 0
Services
Lab Equipment 19 Not recorded 0 0
IT 19 Not recorded 0 0
Accommodation 2 Not recorded 0 0
Asylum Seeker Not recorded
. 2 0 0
Accommodation
Profes§|onal 9 Not recorded 0 0
Services
Totals 58 Not recorded 0 0
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Appendix 3: Sustainable Development Goals

In September 2015, UN Member States adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development ("Transforming our World"). The 2030 Agenda is a plan of action for people,
planet and prosperity and applies to both developed and developing countries. The focus of
the 2030 Agenda is the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and their respective 169
sub-targets.

The SDGs cover ambitions such as:

e anend to poverty

e sustainable economic development

e protection of the environment

e access to health and education services
o gender equality

o peaceful societies

o decent work

Department of Justice actions are noted at

e 8.7 Anti human trafficking measures

Addressing human trafficking in a holistic manner requires the engagement of various
stakeholders and a number of key actions undertaken recently or due to be completed
soon in the near future, include:

o The designation of the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission (IHREC) as
Ireland’s independent National Rapporteur for Anti-Human Trafficking under article
19 of the EU Human Trafficking Directive.

e The commencement of a review of the Criminal Justice (Sexual Offences) Act 2017,
which criminalised the purchase of sex as part of a wider approach to protection of
persons trafficked into prostitution,

e Engagement by the Department with NGOs to identify solutions to the provision of
accommodation to victims of trafficking, particularly female victims of sexual
exploitation

e The establishment of a forum for victims and stakeholders in relation to human
trafficking, which has met twice to date, and which will examine the need to update
the existing National Action Plan on Human Trafficking, including to respond to the
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commitment in the Programme for Government to adopt and implement a
comprehensive strategy to combat trafficking of women and girls;

o working with the Forum in a review of the National Referral Mechanism in Ireland,
learning from best practice models in other EU Member States;

o Drafting legislation to strengthen the penal framework on people smuggling, thereby
implementing three international legal instruments in the area and;

e The launch of a joint multimedia campaign between the Department of Justice and
the International Organisation for Migration (IOM) to raise public awareness about
Human Trafficking. The awareness campaign has two primary objectives;

1. Raising Public Awareness around the existence of Human Trafficking in
Ireland and educate them to recognise the signs of trafficking;

2. Raising Awareness of Victim Supports. The campaign aims to highlight for
victims that help is available and how to seek it.

An Garda Siochana has committed significant resources to the investigation and
prosecution of human trafficking in Ireland. A specialised Garda Unit, the Human
Trafficking Investigation and Co-ordination Unit (HTICU), has been has been in place since
2009 to conduct investigations into human trafficking and provide advice, support and
where necessary, operational assistance to investigations at district level. An Garda
Siochana is also active in relation to trafficking gangs through work targeting organised
crime - targeting their finances, their use of the internet and by working closely with other
jurisdictions.

The Department is closely studying the report and recommendations included in the US State
Department ‘Trafficking in Persons’ (TiPs) Report 2020. Ireland maintains close ongoing
contact with the United States on this issue and the report will feed into the Department’s
ongoing work on the National Action Plan to Prevent and Combat Human Trafficking.

o 10.7 Migration policies

The Pact on Migration and Asylum was published on Wednesday 23 September 2020 and
consists of a Communication put forward by the EU Commission and a package of nine
instruments. The Pact sets out EU priorities in the years ahead which will strengthen the
EU’s capacity to respond to challenges that migration poses, and will pose, for the EU over
the next decade.

96



An Roinn Dli agus Cirt
Department of Justice

The Department fully supports EU efforts to deal with the migration issue in a
comprehensive and holistic manner including:

e increased opportunities for legal pathways for admission, including
resettlement;

e the establishment and implementation of the Partnership Agreements
with key third countries;

e addressing the root causes of migration and functioning return and
readmission agreements.

The Programme for Government contains a commitment to create new pathways for long-
term undocumented people and their dependents meeting specified criteria to regularise
their status within 18 months of the formation of the Government, bearing in mind
European Union and Common Travel Area commitments.

¢ Ireland along with other Member States of the EU, has committed, under the
European Pact on Immigration and Asylum (2008), to a case-by-case
approach as opposed to mass regularisation.

e A policy paper on the matter is being drafted by the Department, which will
include an assessment of international best practices. Previous regularisation
schemes, such as the 2018 Student Scheme and earlier such schemes, will
also be considered in any future policy.

To address the matter of Undocumented Migrants, the Department is developing an
immigration scheme which will provide residence status - subject to defined criteria - to
undocumented minors and their accompanying family members in the State. Consideration
is also being given to the scheme covering the regularisation of certain undocumented
migrants who are resident long-term in the State and who can be seen to have provided
valuable service to the State in areas such as the social care sector. The latter proposal is
still a policy option being considered.

A draft policy paper is being developed and research has also been carried out to ascertain
best practice in relation to the regularisation of undocumented migrants in other EU
jurisdictions. In addition to this research, detailed engagement will also be needed with key
stakeholders. Legal advice will be required from the Attorney General’s Office. A
consideration paper for the Minister will be provided in the near future.
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e 16.1-16.5 measures to reduce violence, trafficking, recovery of assets, rule of law
and anti-corruption measures

In recognition of the global challenges associated with financial crime, Ireland is a
party to a number of international anti-corruption instruments which include the
United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC), the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) Convention on Combating
Bribery of Foreign Public Officials in International Business Transactions, and the
Council of Europe's Conventions on Corruption (monitored by the Group of States
against Corruption body (GRECO)). These shared agreements build collective
resistance to corruption and international financial crime.

A new cross-government plan to tackle economic crime and corruption is to be
spearheaded by the Minister following the publication of the Review of Structures and
Strategies to Prevent, Investigate and Penalise Economic Crime and Corruption. The
review was led by Mr. James Hamilton, the former Director of Public Prosecutions.

Minister McEntee has received Cabinet approval to bring forward an implementation
action plan for the Review's recommendations with set timelines. The plan will identify
priorities that can be implemented in the short term, such as the enactment of the
Criminal Procedure Bill, which is on the current legislative programme for enactment.

This initiative will be complimented by other anti-corruption initiatives such as the
forthcoming report of the Garda Siochana Inspectorate on Countering the Threat of
Internal Corruption.

Among the recommendations to be actioned in the new plan are:

o Establishment of an Advisory Council against Economic Crime and Corruption to
make proposals to Government on strategies and policies to tackle economic crime
and corruption;

o A permanent forum of senior representatives from State agencies to facilitate
greater collaboration and information sharing;

o Continuous training for investigators of economic crime and corruption;

o Engagement with the judiciary on the development of training for economic
crime/corruption cases and the potential for judicial specialisation in the area;
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e Provide for the Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement and the
Competition and Consumer Protection Commission in their investigations to obtain
evidence using covert means, in line with An Garda Siochana and the Revenue
Commissioners;

« Amend Criminal Justice legislation to allow for standalone search warrants that will
allow An Garda Siochana to require persons subject to arrest warrants to provide
the passwords to electronic devices owned or controlled by them.

The Criminal Assets Bureau (CAB) is the body charged with identifying and
investigating the proceeds of criminal conduct and the taking of actions under the law
to deny and deprive persons of the benefits of assets that are the proceeds of criminal
conduct by freezing, preserving and confiscating these assets.

CAB’s methods have evolved to tackle new methods of criminality. In recent years CAB
has dealt with a number of cases relating to cryptocurrencies. In February 2020, the
Minister welcomed a High Court ruling on foot of an application by CAB which
approved the seizure of a sum in excess of €52 million worth of Bitcoin. This particular
case represents one of the largest single-value assets ever seized by CAB.

The CAB has continued its extensive cooperation with law enforcement agencies in
Northern Ireland, including the Police Service of Northern Ireland (PSNI), Her Majesty’s
Revenue and Customs (HMRC) and the National Crime Agency (NCA).

Internationally, the Bureau continues to liaise and conduct investigations with law
enforcement and judicial authorities throughout Europe and worldwide and is effective
at international level as the designated Asset Recovery Office (ARO) in Ireland.

The Bureau also returned €5.4 million to the Nigerian Government following the
signing of a Memorandum of Understanding between Ireland and the Federal Republic
of Nigeria in October 2020. This was the first time Ireland had taken such an action
and demonstrates the continuation of Ireland’s commitment to international
cooperation in the fight against corruption and to assisting countries which have been
adversely affected by corruption in the past.

As part of its commitment as an Asset Recovery Office, CAB cooperates with its
counterparts globally. During 2020, the Bureau received 121 requests for assistance
and was able to provide information in respect of all these requests. The requests were
received from 29 countries worldwide.
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Appendix 4: Anti-Money Laundering Compliance Competent Authority
Activities

Anti-Money Laundering Compliance Competent Authority Activities - report under
section 65 of the Criminal Justice (Money Laundering and Terrorist Financing) Act
2010 as amended.

The Minister for Justice as a competent authority under the Criminal Justice (Money
Laundering and Terrorist Financing) Act 2010 as amended, has under section 108 of
the Act delegated the Minister’'s competent authority functions to the Anti-Money
Laundering Compliance Unit (AMLCU) in the Department. The AMLCU website,
www.amlcompliance.ie , is a key information tool used by the AMLCU to disseminate
information and raise awareness and contains links to the full AMLCU annual report for
2020.

In 2020, regulatory investigators of the AMLCU carried out a total of 215 onsite
inspections of designated persons it supervises. Inspections were interrupted for
several months from March 2020 due to the pandemic.

2020 inspections comprised 141 inspections of High Value Goods Dealers (HVGDs);
62 inspections of Trust or Company Service Providers (TCSPs); 1 inspection of a
Private Members Club (PMC) and 11 inspections of Tax Advisors/External
Accountants.

The AMLCU also authorises Trust or Company Service Providers (TCPSs.) It processed
181 TCSP authorisation renewals, new applications and revocations in 2020. In June
2020, the AMLCU presented to 476 global participants at a Financial Action Task
Force (FATF) Supervisors Forum for Designated Non-Financial Businesses and
Professionals, while in October 2020, the AMLCU hosted a webinar on the theme of
suspicious transaction reporting which was attended by more than 370 participants.
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Appendix 5: Sustainability

1. Energy

The Department of Justice, in common with all public bodies, was obliged by statute to
achieve a 33% reduction in energy used, over a 2009 baseline, by end 2020. Progress is
monitored and reported on annually by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland.

Provisional data for 2020 indicates that energy savings of 46% were achieved.

2020 results, however, must be regarded as anomalous. The most significant impact on the
Department's energy consumption during 2020 was obviously the COVID-19 pandemic.
Direct consequences of the response to the pandemic resulted in the temporary closure of
public offices, and the majority of our staff pivoting to working from home, wherever
possible.

This resulted in direct energy savings as computers, monitors, lights, etc. were not being
used. However, savings were not as high as originally anticipated, as, for example, even
where a building had reduced occupancy, the whole building still needed to be heated.

While our Green Team members were not able to meet in person, training for the team
commenced, and the Department continues to participate in the OPW's Optimising Power
@ Work awareness scheme.

The "33%-by-2020" target for energy reduction has now been replaced by new targets -
50% reductions in both energy consumption and greenhouse gas emissions, to be achieved
by 2030.
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EnPl performance to date
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Total Energy Consumption

Grid Electricity: 2,710,319 kWh TFC

Energy Savings

EnPI: 18.9% better than 2019

EnPI: 46.0% better than baseline

(Source: SEAI)
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Actual

Target
Glidepath

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Year

Fossil: 6,589,815 kWh TFC Renewable: 400,967 kWh TFC

Consumption (TPER): 16.6% less than 2019
Consumption (TPER): 43.7% less than baseline



An Roinn Dli agus Cirt
Department of Justice

2. Carbon offsets

Under DPER circular DPE 019-001-2020, beginning in 2020, the Department of Justice
is required to record the carbon emissions associated with all official flights made within
a calendar year, and to pay a corresponding amount into the Climate Action Fund,
based on the prevailing rate of carbon tax (€26 per tonne in 2020). The Department
has made the required payment for 2020.

The number of flights, carbon total and resulting carbon offset for the Department, for

2020, is shown in our chart.

Number of Carbon total in Carbon offset at
Month | Flights kg €0.026/kg

Jan 103 26781.96 696.33
Feb 99 20733.28 539.07
Mar 41 14564.08 378.67
Apr 0 0 0.00
May 1 62.5 1.63
Jun 1 86.9 2.26
Jul 3 890.6 23.16
Aug 8 1255.64 32.65
Sep 1 62.2 1.62
Oct 4 1239.1 32.22
Nov 15 4570.1 118.82
Dec 8 4554 118.40
Total 284 74800.36 1944.81

From 2021, carbon offsets for flights will be published on the Department’s website, on

a quarterly basis.
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Brollach 6n Aire DIi agus Cirt

Is mér an ondir dom Tuarascail Bhliantuil 2020
mo Roinne a chur i lathair. Tugann an tuarascail
seo sonrai ni hamhain ar dhul chun cinn lean-
unach chlar Bunathraithe na Roinne, ach
|éirionn si freisin tionchar phaindéim COVID-19
agus an dul chun cinn ata déanta maidir lenar
gcuspoiri beartais a chur chun cinn le linn an
ama seo.

Chruthaigh COVID-19 dushlain ollmhéra
d’'fhoireann agus do ghniomhaireachtai na
Roinne. Bhi go leor de m’oifigigh ar an line
thosaigh i bhfreagairt na tire ar an bpaindéim,
inar ngniomhaireachtai agus sa Roinn féin, agus
as sin, gabhaim buiochas 6 chroi leo. Is cuis
mhor bhroid dom a bheith ag obair in éineacht
le foireann chumasach dhicheallach san earnail
Dli agus Cirt.

Is é fis mo Roinne Eire ata sabhailte, coir agus
uilechuimsitheach a chur chun cinn, agus de réir
mar a sharaigh an tir an t-iliomad dushlan a chruthaigh paindéim COVID-19, bhi an fécas ar
an bhfis sin nios tabhachtai na riamh.

Léirionn na hiarrachtai chun dul i dtaithi ar na duashlain a bhain le COVID-19 a leagtar
amach sa Tuarascail Bhliantuil seo, agus na dushlain sin a sharu, go bhfuil foireann na
Roinne agus a hoifigi, a gniomhaireachtai agus a comhlachtai toilteanach oibrit i ngach uile
chudinse ar mhaithe le freastal nios fearr a dhéanamh ar leas an phobail.

Sonraitear sa tuarascail seo na freagairti tosaigh ar an bpaindéim nuair a thainig si chun cinn
den chéad uair ag tus na bliana, agus na pleananna teagmhais a forbraiodh de réir mar a bhi
scala an scéil le feiceail. Molaim na foirne ar fad a d’'oibrigh chomh crua ar na pleananna sin

chun dul i ngleic le dushlan a bhi ag athra i gcénai, agus ceann nach bhfacthas le céad bliain
roimhe sin.
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Tuigim go maith freisin gur theastaigh dea-thoil agus obair an-chrua 6 go leor daoine ar
an talamh de bharr na bpleananna agus na nésanna imeachta a ceapadh chun ar dtir a
choinneail slan.

Nuair a bhi an ghéarchéim ina neart, ba iad baill an Gharda Siochana aghaidh fhiorphoibli an
Stait don iliomad daoine ar casadh orthu iad ag seicphointi fiorfheicedlacha agus ag patrail
aitidla. Mar gheall ar a bpolasai gairmiuil ach cairdidil chun daoine a mhealladh, iad a chur ar
an eolas agus iad a spreagadh chun na srianta a chomhlionadh, bhi na daoine ar na sraid-
eanna ar a suaimhneas nuair a bhi an ghéarchéim ag cur gnathshaol go leor daoine i mbaol.

Ta moladh agus buiochas moér tuillte ag na gniomhaireachtai, oifigi agus comhlachtai ar fad a
oibrionn leis an Roinn seo as a gcuid oibre i mbliain an-deacair. Ta mé thar a bheith buioch
diobhsan ar fad nach raibh in ann oibrit 6n mbaile mar gheall ar an bpost a bhi acu, diobhsan
ar fad a d’oibrigh ar fud ar seirbhisi inimirce, ar ar gcérais TF agus i ndomhan aghaidh ar
aghaidh na Seirbhise Ctirteanna, Sheirbhis Phriostin na hEireann agus ar gcérais promhaidh.

Ta méran gniomhaireachtai agus daoine aonair eile ann a bhfuil buiochas ag dul déibh agus
ta a gcuid oibre mionsonraithe sa tuarascail seo. Thar mo cheann féin, agus thar ceann an
Aire Stait, Séamus de Bruin TD, ba mhaith liom buiochas a ghabhail le foireann uile na
Roinne, agus leis na comhlachtai ata faoina curam, as a seirbhis eiseamlaireach agus as a
dtiomantas as cuimse don tseirbhis phoibli sa bhliain dheacair seo.

Eiléana Nic an tSaoi, TD
Aire DIi agus Cirt
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Réamhra on Ard-Runai

In 2020, ba iad paindéim COVID-19 agus ar bhfreagairt
uirthi ba mhé a bhi chun tosaigh inar gcuid oibre.
Laistigh de leathanaigh na tuarascala seo tugtar tuiscint
cheart ar na hiarrachtai éachtacha a rinne an oiread sin
dar gcomhghleacaithe chun a chinntit go leanfadh muid
lenar bhfreagracht don stat agus do shaoranaigh an stait
a chomhlionadh.

Laistigh de sheachtaini 6 thds na géarchéime, bhi na
céadta ball foirne bogtha ag an Roinn seo go cianobair
iomlan. Bhi an l6istiocht a bhain leis sin ann féin an-
chasta agus bhiothas abalta i a chur i gcrich mar gheall ar
an obair chrua agus na huaireanta fada a chuir na baill
foirne ar fad a bhi bainteach leis isteach, agus taim
buioch dibh ar fad.

Ach, ag go leor pointi le linn phaindéim COVID-19, bhi comhghleacaithe faoi bhrd mér, mar
nach raibh na ‘gnathbhealai’ iomchui a thuilleadh né nar fhreastail siad ar ar riachtanais. Is
|éiria é ar an eagraiocht ar fad a bheith ag cur ar luachanna maidir le hoscailteacht, comh-
oibril agus gairmiulacht i bhfeidhm i ndairire go raibh seirbhisi rithabhachtacha 4 solathar i
gconai.

Nil neamhaird & déanamh ach an oiread againn ar an bhfirinne go raibh roinnt deacrachtai i
réimsi airithe. Bhi tionchar ag srianta sldinte poibli ar na rannéga sin a bhraitheann, de réir a
naduir, ar idirghniomhaiocht duine le duine né ar chomhfhreagras paipéarbhunaithe. Is fit a
thabhairt faoi deara, afach, gur fhorbair na rannéga seo modhanna solathair malartacha
agus corais nua ar line i gcomhar lenar bhfoirne Bainistithe agus Teicneolaiochta Faisnéise,
Reachtaiochta agus Oibriochtai, ionas go raibh muid abalta leanuint ar aghaidh lenar
ndualgais a dhéanamh ar son an phobail.

Is fitl a thabhairt chun suntais freisin, in ainneoin an riosca 6 COVID-19, gur lean an fhoir-
eann line tosaigh ag obair sa Roinn agus inar ngniomhaireachtai ar bhonn laethduil. Gné eile
den Roinn seo agus da foireann is ea an diograis seo i leith dualgais agus seirbhise poibli
agus ta mé an-bhraoduil as sin.

Sular thosaigh paindéim COVID-19, bhi ar dtionscadal Bunathraithe stairiuil direach crioch-
naithe againn, rud a cheadaigh duinn oiritint go dinimiciuil do dhushlain phaindéim COVID-
19 agus ta muid abalta anois cleachtais dhearfacha na hoibre solibtha, an digitithe agus an
chombhoibrithe, a d’oibrigh go maith duinn le linn na géarchéime seo, a dhaingnit sa Roinn.
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Ba muid an Roinn DlIi agus Cirt aris i mi na Samhna nuair a aistriodh Comhionannas chuig an
Roinn nua mhéadaithe Leanai, Comhionannais, Michumais, Lanphairtiochta agus Oige. Bhi
ar gcomhghleacaithe sna réimsi seo freagrach as go leor de na beartais fhorasacha chomh-
ionannais agus na hathruithe reachtacha a chuidigh le hathchaéiria a dhéanamh ar chreat
soisialta na hEireann. Is oidhreacht iontach i a gcuid oibre i réimsi chearta an duine, in-
rochtaineacht, cearta Leispiacha, Aeracha, Déghnéasacha, Trasinscneacha, ldirghnéasacha+
agus dul i ngleic le ciniochas, agus is cinnte gur chuidigh sé le hEirinn ata nios céra a bhaint
amach. Ta muid tiomanta do na prionsabail sin a chothd san obair ar fad a dhéanann muid.

Is gné a bhaineann le daoine é an ceartas. T4 bri agus cuspdir lenar gcuid oibre mar go
mbionn tionchar direach aici ar an bpobal, go minic ag amanna leochaileachta né géar-
chéime pearsanta. De réir a chéile, is gné thabhachtach dar gcultur eagraiochtuil deiseanna
a chrutht chun éisteacht leis na daoine is mé a dtéann ar gcuid oibre i bhfeidhm orthu agus
chun fadhbanna a réiteach leo. Tugann comhoibril brioch iontaofa Iéargas luachmhar
duinn, agus bionn torthai a mbionn bonn eolais nios fearr futhu agus nios inbhuanaithe mar
thoradh air.

Sa Tuarascail Bhliantuil seo tugtar breac-chuntas ar chuid dar gcuid oibre sa bhliain 2020,
ach léirionn a raon agus a leithead an tseirbhis eiseamlaireach a chuireann foireann na
Roinne ar fail d’Airi, don Oireachtas agus don phobal.

Creidim gur féidir linn ar fad a bheith bréduil as na haschuir seo, atd mar theist ar thiom-
antas agus ar scil gach duine a oibrionn don Roinn féin agus da gniomhaireachtai ar fud
earnail an Cheartais.

Oonagh McPhillips
Ard-Runai
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4. Timpeallacht Oibriuchain na Roinne

1.1 Freagrachtai na Roinne

Oibrionn an Roinn DlIi agus Cirt chun slandail an phobail agus an tslandail naisitinta a chur ar
aghaidh, ceartas agus comhionannas a chur chun cinn, agus cearta an duine a chosaint,
chun an fhis ata againn d’Eirinn ata sabhailte, céir agus uilechuimsitheach a thabhairt chun
fire.

Cludaionn sainchiram na Roinne gniomhaiochtai chomh héagsuil le slandail an Stait, cosaint
beatha agus maoine, cosc agus brath na coireachta, maoirsiu ar sheirbhisi chun maoin a
cheannach agus a dhiol, imirce isteach chuig an Stat a bhainistiu, Seirbhis Cuirteanna a chur
ar fail, seirbhisi rialala éagsula eile a sholathar agus ar ndlithe coiritla agus sibhialta a nua-
shonrd.

Ta siad seo rithabhachtach chun sochai dhaonlathach a chothu agus ni mér iad a fheidhmid
ar bhealach a léirionn an tiomantas do chearta an duine agus don chomhionannas ata
leagtha amach i mBunreacht na hEireann agus sa Choinbhinsitin Eorpach um Chearta an
Duine.

Ta rél tabhachtach ag an Roinn go hidirnaisiunta, go hairithe i gcomhthéacs na Comhairle
AE um Cheartas agus um Ghnéthai Baile. Ta baint shuntasach ag an Roinn freisin le comh-
lachtai idirnaisitnta eile amhail Comhairle na hEorpa, na Naisitin Aontaithe agus an
Eagraiocht Idirnaisiinta Saothair.

Déanann gniomhaireachtai a fheidhmionn ar bhonn reachtuil né ar bhonn riarachain réimse
freagrachtai eile a fheidhmiu freisin thar ceann an Aire.

1.2 Dualgas na hEarnala Poibli

Ta Dualgas na hEarnala Poibli (Alt 42 den Acht fd Choimisitun na hEireann um Chearta an
Duine agus Comhionannas, 2014) ag teacht le feidhmeanna agus luachanna larnacha na
Roinne Dli agus Cirt. Is moér ag an Roinn i gcénai an comhionannas agus cearta an duine
agus leanann si uirthi a gcur chun cinn trina cuid oibre 6 la go 13, biodh sin ag forbairt
beartas agus reachtaiochta, né ag cur priomhsheirbhisi poibli ar fail ar bhealach éifeachtuil
coir agus le hionracas agus meas ar dhinit an duine.
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Ta Dualgas na hEarnala Poibli chomh habhartha céanna le taithi fhoireann na Roinne, ata
tiomanta do thimpeallacht a chruthd a chothaionn rannphdirtiocht dhearfach, anailis
chriticidil, cumarsaid oscailte macanta agus a chuimsionn peirspictiochtai éagsula. Le linn
2020, rinne an Roinn athbhreithnit agus leasu ar na Luachanna eagruchain. Bhi sraith
Luachanna athnuaite mar thoradh ar phréiseas comhairlitichain leis an bhfoireann agus leis
an mbainistiocht shinsearach; Oscailte, Comhoibrioch agus Gairmitil. Seolfar na Luachanna
nua go foirmidil in 2021 le clar tacaiochta oibre chun na Luachanna agus na hiompraiochtai
gaolmhara a dhaingnit inar gcleachtais oibre agus inar gcultdr amach anseo.

Forbraiodh Raiteas Straitéise 2021-2023 na Roinne Dli agus Cirt freisin le linn 2020, agus
bhi comhairliichan agus rannphairtiocht fhairsing i gceist le comhlachtai agus le comh-
phairtithe ar fud na hearnala dli agus cirt i gcoitinne; Ranna eile rialtais, an Coiste
Oireachtais um Cheartas agus roinnt Eagraiochtai Neamhrialtasacha. Chruthaigh proiseas
aighneachtai poibli a poibliodh ar laithrean gréasain agus ar ardain mean sodisialta na Roinne
os cionn 200 aighneacht a bhi mar bhonn eolais agus mar thaca ag forbairt ar Raitis
Straitéise.

Straitéis CEC/An Coiste um Chomhionannas, Eagstilacht, Cuimsit agus Dualgas na
hEarndla Poibli

| rith 2020, bhunaigh an Roinn an Coiste um Chomhionannas, Eagstlacht, Cuimsiti agus
Dualgas na hEarnala Poibli chun maoirseacht a dhéanamh ar Dhualgas Ceart Daonna
agus Comhionannais na hearnala poibli agus chun comhionannas, éagsulacht agus
cuimsiu a cheapadh, a mhaoirsit agus a chur chun cinn don Roinn Dli agus Cirt. Thainig
an Coiste le chéile tri huaire agus reachtail siad dha cheardlann in 2020.

Priomhchuspdéir atd ag an gCoiste is ea an chéad Straitéis de chuid na Roinne maidir le
Combhionannas, Eagsulacht agus Cuimsiti a fhorbairt. Direoidh dréachtchuspdiri na
straitéise seo ar: feabhas a chur ar inrochtaineacht agus ar chaighdean ar seirbhisi; tacu
le lucht saothair oilte agus éagsuil a fhorbairt; cultir a éascaionn, a thacaionn agus a
spreagann rannphdirtiocht 6 gach duine san ionad oibre a thégail agus a dhaingniu;
feasacht chultuir a chur chun cinn. Tabharfar aird chui sa Straitéis freisin ar ar ngeall-
tanais ar fud roinnt straitéisi naisiinta, chomh maith lenar n-oibleagaidi faoi Alt 42 den
Acht fa Choimisitin na hEireann um Chearta an Duine agus Comhionannas, 2014.

Ta tus curtha le forbairt na straitéise agus cuimseoidh an cur chuige céim chomhair-
lichain fhairsing lenar bpairtithe leasmhara inmheanacha chomh maith le teagmhail le
pairtithe leasmhara seachtracha. T4 an straitéis le foilsitl i Raithe 3, 2021, agus beidh si
larnach do mhisean na Roinne oibriti chun Eire a bheith sabhailte, céir, uilechuimsitheach.

114



An Roinn Dli agus Cirt
Department of Justice

ASP 2020 Gniomh 16 - Samhail Aibiochta

Ta an Garda Siochana agus an Roinn Dli agus Cirt ina gcomhthionscnaéiri ar Ghniomh 16
faoin gcreat Ar Seirbhis Phoibli (ASP) 2020- chun comhionannas, éagstlacht agus
cuimsiu a chur chun cinn sa tseirbhis phoibli. | measc na bpriomhthairgi 6 obair na Foirne
Gniomhaiochta bhi raiteas fise, a cheanglaionn ar Ranna Rialtais agus ar chomhlachtai
seirbhise poibli eile cur chuige réamhghniomhach a ghlacadh i leith an Chomhionannais,
na hEagsulachta agus an Chuimsithe, mar aon le Samhail Aibiochta, a ceapadh chun
cabhru le heagraiochtai a bhfeidhmiocht a léirit agus a mheas ar fud roinnt réimsi
tabhachtacha. Déanfaidh an Roinn Dli agus Cirt an tSamhail Aibiochta a phiolotu mar
uirlis féinmheasunaithe agus usaidfear na torthai chun bonn eolais a chur faoi fhorbairt
a straitéise Comhionannais, Eagstlachta agus Cuimsithe (CEC).

Foghlaim agus Forbairt

In ainneoin na srianta a bhain le paindéim COVID-19, chuir an Roinn roinnt seisitn
ionduchtaithe ar line ar fail d'iontralaithe nua le linn 2020. Usaideadh na seisitin sin
chun aird a dhirit ar an mbealach a gcuireann an Roinn comhionannas deiseanna agus
dinit san ionad oibre chun cinn agus chun Qifigeach ldirchaidrimh Michumais na Roinne
a chur in aithne do na hiontralaithe nua. Chuir an tOifigeach |éargas ginearalta ar fail ar
na hacmhainni ata ar fail don fhoireann ar fad.

Mar chuid dar dtionscnaimh forbartha éagsula, féachann an Roinn le tacu le baill foirne
staidéar breise agus forbairt ghairmiuil leaniinach a dhéanamh mar aon le hidirghabhal-
acha spriocdhirithe foireann-bhunaithe. Mar shampla, d’6stéil an Roinn oilitint a chuir
an tUdaras Naisitinta Michumais i lathair ar &bhar an mhichumais agus na saincheist-
eanna ata le breithnil nuair ata beartas agus reachtaiocht & gceapadh. Ar na moduil
shaincheaptha eile a forbraiodh agus a cuireadh ar fail bhi: Aighnis agus Imscrudu Foirne
Scaipthe a Bhainistiu, Féinchuram, Teorainneacha a Chruthu, agus lompraiochtai
Dushldnacha a Bhainistiu.

In ainneoin sos i dtosach baire mar gheall ar COVID-19 ag tus 2020, lean roinnt ball
foirne ar aghaidh aris ag déanamh staidéir ar chlar teastais i Staidéar Inimirce le
hOllIscoil Chathair Atha Cliath. T4 an clar, ata in oiritiint go sonrach do riachtanais na
Roinne, dirithe ar bhaill foirne ata ag obair i réimsi inimirce na heagraiochta. Ina
theannta sin, rinne roinnt ball foirne iarratas ar mhaoiniu ar ar Scéim Bhliantuil
Aisioctha Tailli agus fuair siad maoiniu chun tabhairt faoi chursai oideachais iariontrala i
gCearta an Duine agus Comhionannas.
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Intéirneachtai agus Socruchdin Oibre

Combhoibrionn an Roinn freisin le Ahead ar a chlar Willing Able Mentoring (WAM). Ta sé
mar aidhm ag an gclar seo rochtain ar an margadh saothair a chur chun cinn do
chéimithe faoi mhichumas, agus cumas fostoiri a fhorbairt chun michumas a chomh-
thatha san ionad oibre priomhshrutha. | rith 2020, cuireadh tus le socrichan amhain
faoin gclar seo, ach mar gheall ar an bpaindéim cuireadh socrichain eile ar fionrai.

Eascaionn an Roinn roinnt socrdchan taithi oibre idirbhliana freisin. Le déanai, tharla sé
seo i gcomhar le Scéim Socrichain Lar na Cathrach Thoir Thuaidh. E sin rite, de
dheasca srianta slainte poibli agus bacainni praiticitla, niorbh fhéidir scolairi Idirbhliana
a thabhairt isteach in 2020.

An Coiste Comhairleach um Michumas

Cuireann Coiste Comhairleach na Roinne féram ar fail le haghaidh rannphairtiochta idir
oifigigh de chuid na Roinne, ionadaithe de chuid an Udarais Naisitinta Michumais agus
ionadaithe de chuid an Ghrupa Paéirtithe Leasmhara um Michumas, go hairithe i ndail le
cur i bhfeidhm na Straitéise Naisiinta um Chuimsit Daoine faoi Mhichumais. Chomh
maith leis sin, tugann sé deis don Roinn nuashonrd a dhéanamh ar shaincheisteanna
reatha ata ina n-abhar spéise agus tugann sé deis do na grupai saincheisteanna ata ina
n-abhar imni déibh a chur in iul.

Oifigeach Rochtana

Ta Oifigeach Rochtana ag an Roinn de réir Alt 26(2) den Acht um Michumas. Ta an
tOifigeach Rochtana freagrach as cinamh a sholathar, a shocri né a chomhordud do
dhaoine faoi mhichumas ar mian leo rochtain a fhail ar na seirbhisi a sholathraionn an
Roinn. Feidhmionn an tOifigeach Rochtana freisin mar phointe teagmhala do dhaoine
faoi mhichumas ar mian leo rochtain a fhail ar sheirbhisi den sért sin.
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5. Struchtidr na Roinne

2.1 Forléargas ar an Roinn

Ta an Roinn ailinithe faoi dha choldn, Ceartas Sibhialta agus Ceartas Coiritil, gach colin
diobh faoi stitir Leas-Runai. Ta na feidhmeanna seo a leanas i gceist faoin da cholun:
Beartas, Reachtaiocht, Rialachas, agus Oibriochtai agus Solathar Seirbhise.

Tri thacu le hobair an da cholin déantar feidhmeanna na Trédhearcachta, Gnéthai Corp-
araideacha agus Gnéthai Eorpacha a chumasu.

Bainistionn an fheidhm Solathar Seirbhisi Inimirce ata lonnaithe i gcolin an Cheartais
Shibhialta seirbhisi inimirce agus cosanta idirnaisiinta don Roinn agus don Stat.

Ta an struchtur seo leagtha amach chun nios mé solubthachta, chomh maith le seirbhis nios
fearr dar gcustaimeéiri, breis trédhearcachta agus cuntasachta, agus pleanail straitéiseach
agus forbairt beartas bunaithe ar fhianaise a chumasu, agus muid ag fanacht dilis do luach-
anna traidisiinta na statseirbhise amhail ionracas, neamhchlaontacht agus gairmiudlacht.

An Bord Bainistiochta
Nollaig 2020

An Roinn Dli agus Cirt
An tArd-Rinai

onggh McPhills
Ceartas Sibhialta Ceartas Coiriil
Leas-Ard-Runai Leas-Ard-Runai
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2.2 Forléargas ar Choluin agus ar Fheidhmeanna
An Colln Ceartais Shibhialta

o Clar athchdéirithe agus nuachairithe sa cheartas sibhialta a stitradh, leis na haidhm-
eanna rochtain ar cheartas a chur chun cinn, clar reachtaiochta an Rialtais a thabhairt
ar aghaidh, oibleagaidi idirndisiiinta a chomhlionadh, agus comhairle a thabhairt ar
thionscnaimh reachtaiochta i réimse an Cheartais agus an Chomhionannais go
ginearalta.

e Maoirseacht a dhéanamh ar fhorbairt beart straitéiseach agus reachtach chun an
comhionannas, cuimsiti agus comhthathd a chur chun cinn i sochai na hEireann, agus
coéras inimirce freagruil ata coir cothrom a chur chun cinn, ag obair go dlath le raon
leathan gniomhaithe Rialtais agus sochai sibhialta.

e Cabhru leis an Ard-Runai fis shoiléir a leagan sios don Roinn tri straitéis, beartas,
cuspoiri agus spriocanna a fhorbairt do gach gné d’obair na Roinne agus an clar leathan
d’athru eagraiochtuil ata a chur i bhfeidhm sa Roinn a chur i gcrich.

Aistriodh an fhreagracht as roinnt feidhmeanna maidir le comhionannas, michumas, lan-
phairtit imirceach, Seirbhisi Coiriochta Cosanta Idirndisitinta agus Clar Cosanta Dideanaithe
na hEireann chuig an Roinn Leanai, Comhionannais, Michumais, Lanphairtiochta agus Oige.

An Colln Ceartais Choiriuil

e Fis shoiléir a leagan sios don cholun Ceartais Choiriil tri straitéis a fhorbairt le focas
ar leith ar chomhoibriu éifeachtach ar fud an choérais ceartais choiriuil agus le comh-
phairtithe eile ar fud Ranna agus gniomhaireachtai Rialtais, agus ag an am céanna ag
seasamh le neamhspleachas agus cuntasacht eagraiochtai na bpairtithe leasmhara
aonair.

e Maoirseacht a dhéanamh ar chur i bhfeidhm an athraithe 6 bhonn ata leagtha amach
i dtuarascail 2018 an Choimisitiin um Thodhchai na Péilineachta in Eirinn.

e Slandail naisiunta agus comhoibrit Thuaidh-Theas/Thoir-Thiar ar chursai coiritla
agus slandala.
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e Cabhru leis an Ard-Runai fis shoiléir a leagan sios don Roinn tri straitéis, beartas,
cuspairi agus spriocanna a fhorbairt do gach gné d’obair na Roinne agus an clar leathan
d’athra eagraiochtuil ata & chur i bhfeidhm sa Roinn a chur i gerich.

An Colun Lair

Tacaionn feidhmeanna an choltin lair - Trédhearcacht, Gnéthai Corparaideacha agus
Eorpacha - le spriocanna straitéiseacha agus oibriochtula an choldin Ceartais Shibhialta
agus an choluin Ceartais Choiritil, agus cumasaionn sé iad.

2.3 Feidhmeanna laistigh de na Coluin Ceartais Shibhialta agus
Ceartais Choiriuil

Is iad seo a leanas na feidhmeanna laistigh de na coluin:
Beartas

Forbraionn an fheidhm Beartais beartas fadtéarmach bunaithe ar fhianaise tri thaighde agus
anailis a dhéanamh ar eolas agus ar shonrai 6 fhoinsi éagsula. Glacann sé dearcadh réamh-
ghniomhach agus straitéiseach ar cheapadh agus ar athbhreithnit beartais ceartais agus
comhionannais, agus cuireann sé ar chumas na Roinne an chombhairle is fearr agus is féidir a
chur ar fail don Aire agus don Rialtas ar mhaithe le leas fadtéarmach gach saoranach. Ta
feidhm an Bheartais roinnte in dha phriomhréimse.

Bunaionn an réimse Beartas Straitéiseach, Pleanala agus Taighde clar beartais na Roinne,
tugann sé comhairle maidir le tosaiochtai beartais agus déanann sé maoirseacht ar shaolré
an bheartais. Ta an fhoireann freagrach freisin as gniomhaiochtai taighde agus meastoir-

eachta a bhaineann le beartas agus as bainistiu a dhéanamh ar chomhoibrithe tionscadail,
rianu beartais agus riachtanais riarachdin na feidhme beartais.

T4 an fhoireann um Acmhainn Abhair agus Beartas Feidhmeach i gceannas ar fhorbairt
beartais ar théamai beartais ar leith. Déanann an fhoireann beartais AE/ldirnaisiunta agus
beartais fheidhmeacha a dhréachtu, chomh maith le dul i gcomhairle orthu agus iad a
bhainistit. Oibrionn Acmhainn Abhair laistigh den fhoireann seo go comhoibrioch ar fud na
feidhme Beartais agus ar fud na Roinne, ag solathar eolais ar bheartais ar leith agus déanann
siad ionadaiocht thar ceann na Roinne go seachtrach agus ag leibhéal an AE/Idirnaisitnta.
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Reachtaiocht

Ta an fheidhm reachtaiochta freagrach as reachtaiocht phriomha agus reachtaiocht
thanaisteach a dhréachtu agus as Billi a cheapadh agus a chur tri Oifig an Ard-Aighne agus
trid an Oireachtas. Tri dhul i gcomhairle leis na pairtithe leasmhara cui, pléitear faoin
bhfeidhm reachtaiochta le dli na hEireann, agus le dIi an AE agus dIi Idirnaisitinta a thrasui i
ndli na hEireann.

Cuireann si comhairle ar fheidhmeanna eile agus oibrionn go dluth leo lena chinntit go
mbreithnitear gach impleacht iomchui ag gach céim den phrodiseas reachtaiochta.

Rialachas

Is i an fheidhm Rialachais an fheidhm formhaoirseachta do na gniomhaireachtai ata faoi
choimirce na Roinne. Ag obair i gcomhar, cinntionn an fheidhm seo go bhfuil straitéis
shoiléir ag gniomhaireachtai, go mbaineann siad na caighdedin ata aontaithe amach 6
thaobh feidhmiochta, trédhearcachta agus rialachais, agus go ndéanann siad a gcuid
acmhainni a bhainistii mar is cui. Tacaionn an fheidhm Rialachais le Gniomhaireachtai
neamhspleacha feidhmiu go héifeachtach agus cur chuige leantinach a ghlacadh bunaithe ar
chaighdeain aitheanta, ar féidir iad a shaincheapadh de réir gach Comhlachta mar is cui,
d’'fhonn soiléireacht, cothrom na Féinne agus cuntasacht a chinntiu.

Ta liosta de na Comhlachtai reachtula agus neamhreachtula ata faoi choimirce na Roinne in
Aguisin 1.

Solathar Oibriochtai agus Seirbhisi

Ta Solathar Seirbhisi agus Oibriochtai ar cheann de na priomhfheidhmeanna a chuireann
seirbhisi line tosaigh ar fail don Roinn, chomh maith le gach feidhm eile a chumasu chun
feidhmiu go héifeachtach i saol a ghluaiseann agus a athraionn go tapa. Ta na foirne
Oibriochtai (ata lonnaithe sa cholin Ceartais Shibhialta) freagrach as an bpleanail, an
bhainistiocht riosca agus an bhainistiocht tionscadail agus athruithe ar fad. Dirionn na foirne
Oibriochtai freisin ar fheabhas leanunach laistigh den Roinn, tri phriomhthascairi feidhm-
iochta agus spriocanna a leagan amach agus a riand, chomh maith le taobh amuigh den
Roinn, trina chinntiu go bhfaigheann gach custaiméir seirbhis custaiméara ata comh-
leantnach. Déanann na foirne Solathar Seirbhisi solathar seirbhisi line tosaigh ata
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éifeachtach, laidir agus dirithe ar an gcustaiméir a bhainistit don Roinn agus téann i
gcombhairle leis na pairtithe leasmhara cui chun deiseanna d’'fheabhas leantnach a aithint.

Solathar Seirbhisi Inimirce (Coltin an Cheartais Shibhialta amhain)

Is é cuspdir na feidhme Solathar Seirbhisi Inimirce seirbhisi inimirce line tosaigh ata
éifeachtach, laidir agus dirithe ar an gcustaiméir a bhainistii don Roinn agus don Stat agus,
ag an am céanna, a bheith dirithe go leantinach ar dheiseanna a aithint le feabhas leantnach
a chur ar sheirbhisi inimirce do chustaiméiri.

Cuireann an fheidhm ar chumas na foirne diriu ar aschuir agus ar thorthai do chustaiméiri a
fheabhsu fad a chinntionn obair i gcomhar le feidhmeanna eile go bhfuil leagan amach na
seirbhisi agus feabhas ar thaithi an chustaiméara i gcroilar na seirbhisi inimirce.

2.4 Feidhmeanna laistigh den Cholun Lair

Cursai Corpardide

Déanann an colun Corparaide gniomhaiochtai a chur ar aghaidh agus a bhainistiu ar fud na
heagraiochta chun cur ar chumas na Roinne a cuid spriocanna straitéiseacha a bhaint amach
agus seirbhisi agus proisis Roinne ata éifeachtach agus freagruil a sholathar. Déanann an
colun Corparaide an cur chuige, na réitigh agus an t-infreastruchtur a fhorbairt agus a chur i
bhfeidhm ar fud roinnt réimsi éagsula: teicneolaiocht, pleanail airgeadais agus daoine,
solathar, dli, rialachas corparaideach, sonrai agus taifid, comhlionadh agus rialuithe initch-
bireachta, taighde agus anailisiocht.

Trédhearacht

Ta freagracht ar an bhfeidhm Trédhearcachta as an bhfaisnéis ar fad a éilionn an tAire agus
ardbhainistiocht na Roinne a fhoinsit, a mheas agus a chur in iul, maille le caighdeain
chomhsheasmhacha cumarsaide inmheanai agus seachtrai a chinntit. LaAnphairtionn an
fheidhm seo faisnéis, anailis agus cumarsaid 6 ar fud na Roinne chun insinti comh-
leandnacha a thabhairt ar théamai an Cheartais. Cinneann si, ar bhonn forghniomhach, ca
bhfuil ga le faisnéis a chur in ial né a fhoilsit, chomh maith le freagairt ar bhealach so-
fhreaguil d'iarratai a thagann isteach.
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Baineann an fheidhm Trédhearcachta Usaid as bealai éagsula chun sin a dhéanamh, ag baint
leas as an teicneolaiocht agus as faisnéis fior-ama lena chinntit go gcomhlionann an tAire
an ghealltint a bheith daonlathach agus freagrach do gach saoranach, don Oireachtas, do
na meain chumarsaide agus pairtithe leasmhara eile.

Gnoéthai Eorpacha

Ta Gnoéthai Eorpacha freagrach as gné Eorpach na Roinne agus roinnt gno idirndisitinta da
cuid a chomhordu agus monatdireacht a dhéanamh air, go hairithe saincheisteanna leathana
a mbeadh roinnt feidhmeanna agus ranna pairteach iontu. Tacaionn an fheidhm leis an Aire
ag cruinnithe de Chomhairle na nAiri Ceartais agus Gnéthai Baile. Ina theannta sin, oibrionn
an fheidhm le réimsi eile den Rialtas chun cur chuige straitéiseach na hEireann a mhanla i
leith Thodhchai na hEorpa agus Chlar Cheannairi an AE, agus imrionn rél gniomhach chun
rannphairtiocht agus comhoibrit nios mé a spreagadh le comhghleacaithe san Eoraip ar
shaincheisteanna dbhartha Dli agus Cirt agus Comhionannais. Cé go bhfuil an fhoireann
lonnaithe i mBaile Atha Cliath, oibrionn siad go dltth le baill foirne sa Bhruiséil agus i Stras-
bourg ata ar iasacht ag Buanionadaiocht na hEireann chuig an AE. Tacaionn an fheidhm
freisin leis an Aire agus leis an Roinn araon chun freagrachtai na Roinne i leith an Aontais
Eorpaigh agus Chombhairle na hEorpa a chomhlionadh agus chun leasanna na hEireann go
hidirnaisianta a chur in iul agus ionadaiocht a dhéanamh orthu.
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Bhi Grupa an Véta Dli agus Cirt comhdhéanta de 7 véta sa bhliain 2020: an Roinn DlIi agus
Cirt agus Comhionannais, an Garda Siochana, an tUdaras Paéilineachta, Seirbhis Phriostin na
hEireann, an tSeirbhis Chuirteanna, an Coimisinéir Cosanta Sonrai agus Coimisitin na
hEireann um Chearta an Duine agus Comhionannas. Fostaionn an Roinn breis agus 2,700
ball foirne, lena n-airitear an fhoireann sin a oibrionn do chomhlachtai a oibrionn faoina
coimirce. Diobh sin, td 1,513 duine fostaithe sa chroi-Roinn. Ta gné idirnaisiiinta ag an
Roinn freisin, le beagnach 40 oifigeach fostaithe in 11 ambasaid agus misean Eireannach ar
fud 4 mhoér-roinn, ag obair ar raon leathan dbhar a bhaineann le cursai ceartais Eorpaigh

agus idirndisiunta.

2,952

Ceist Pharlaiminte freagartha in 2020

797

larraidh Saorala Faisnéise a
proisedileadh in 2020

2,700

Ball foirne a bhi fostaithe ag an Roinn

in 2020

123

50,000+

Riomhphost agus litir a fuarthas in 2020

429

larraidh ar Rochtain 6 Abhair Sonrai a
fuarthas

in 2020

€2.99 billidn

Ollchaiteachas iomlan do ghrupa an

Véta Dli agus Cirt in 2020
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An Roinn Dli agus Cirt
Department of Justice

4. Suil siar ar an mbliain 2020

4.1 Eanair-Marta

Raiteas 6n Roinn Dli agus Cirt maidir leis an raig den Choréinvireas sa tSin

Thug raiteas a d’eisigh an Roinn DlIi agus Cirt ar an 31 Eanair, 2020, maidir le seasamh
inimirce naisiinach Sineach in Eirinn réamhbhlaiseadh den tsaincheist a bheadh chun
tosaigh sa bhliain. Thug an Roinn faoi deara ‘an staid ata ag siorathrua sa tSin’ agus duirt
si go raibh si i ndlath-theagmhail le Feidhmeannacht na Seirbhise Slainte.

An chéad chruinnit riamh den Chomhairle Bhreithitinach

Ar an 7 Feabhra, 2020, bhi a céad chruinnit iomlanach ag an gComhairle Bhreithiinach
i gCumann Ondrach Ostai an Ri. Is baill den Chomhairle Bhreithitinach iad comhaltai
uile den bhreithitnacht, 6n gCuirt Duiche go dti an Chuirt Uachtarach.

Beidh an Chomhairle freagrach as roinnt feidhmeanna breithitinacha fiorthabhachtacha,
lena n-airitear socri a dhéanamh maidir le hoideachas leaninach na mbreithitina trid an
gCoiste um Staidéar Breithitinach, cruthd Treoirlinte do dhamhachtaini i gcdsanna
diobhalacha pearsanta trid an gCoiste um Threoirlinte maidir le Diobhalacha Pearsanta,
agus, go hairithe, cruthu treoirlinte pianbhreithe trid an gCoiste um Threoirlinte maidir le
Pianbhreitheanna a Ghearradh.

Failtionn an tAire O Flannagain roimh 201 comhalta nua sa Gharda Siochana

Chuir an tAire failte roimh 201 comhalta nua chuig an nGarda Siochana ar an 21
Feabhra, 2020, i ndiaidh déibh fianu i gColaiste Oiliina an Gharda Siochana, an
Teampall Moér.
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Rinne an tAire O Flannagéin comhghairdeas leis na hearcaigh nua agus chuir sé failte
freisin roimh an méadu ata ag teacht ar éagsulacht na heagraiochta.

D’fhag an searmanas gur 3,200 lion na nGardai nua a d’fhianaigh agus a sannadh do
dhualgais péilineachta line tosaigh 6 athosclaiodh Colaiste Oiliina an Gharda Siochana
in 2014. T4 atheagru struchtur na nGardai, trid an tsamhail oibritichain nua, ag cabhru
freisin le hacmhainni breise a shaoradh do Ghardai line tosaigh.

Seoladh Chairt Nua na niospartach

Roimh L4 Eorpach lospartaigh na Coireachta (22 Feabhra, 2020), d’fhoilsigh an tAire
Cairt nua mhéadaithe d’lospartaigh. Rinne an Roinn DIi agus Cirt agus Comhionannais
an Chairt a nuashonru tri phréiseas comhairliiichdin ina raibh na Gniomhaireachtai Stait
iomchui ar fad, chomh maith le heagraiochtai neamhrialtasacha a bhi ag obair agus ag
tacu le hiospartaigh.

Bronnadh Saoranacht Eireann ar 5,000 duine i gCill Airne

| sé shearmanas ar leith a reachtaladh thar dha 14 san INEC i gCill Airne, fuair iarratasoiri
rathula 6 135 tir deimhnit eaddirseachta, agus ghlac siad mionn dilseachta do Stat na
hEireann.
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Tiondladh na searmanais tar éis chinneadh na Cuirte Achombhairc i mi na Samhna, 2019,
a shoiléirigh an dli maidir le ceanglais chénaitheachta d'iarrthéiri ar shaoranacht.

Ag labhairt leis na saoranaigh nua ar an 3 Marta, 2020, duirt an tAire Stait Standuin:
“Inniu agus sibh ag fagail na haite seo, mar shaoranaigh bhrédula nua an Phoblachta
agus an daonlathais bhunreachtuil seo, is i ar stair bhur stair agus, ar a seal, ta scéal
bhur saoil ina chuid dar stairne anois.”

An tAire O Flannagain ag bualadh le comhghleacaithe Eorpacha i bhFis-chomhdhail
COVID-19

Ar an 16 Marta, 2020, ghlac an tAire pairt i bhfis-chomhdhail le hAiri Gnéthai Baile
agus le hAiri Slainte 6 gach cearn den AE chun plé a dhéanamh ar fhorbairt thapa na
staide san Eoraip, agus conas oibriu le chéile chun dul i ngleic le scaipeadh COVID-19.

Bhi oifigigh shinsearacha Dhli agus Chirt agus Shlainte i dteannta an Aire ag an
gcruinnid, a raibh sé mar phriomhchuspdir aige saincheisteanna maidir le bainistiu
teorann agus slainte a phlé, chomh maith le treoirlinte nua an Choimisitin ar an dbhar
sin.
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Méadu suntasach ar chéiriocht Solathair Dhirigh mar chuid den fhreagairt éigeandala ar
phaindéim COVID-19

D’fhogair an tAire O Flannagain agus an tAire Stait Standdin go raibh breis is 650
leaba nua curtha ar fail chun tacu le hiarratasoiri ar chosaint idirndisiunta le linn na

géarchéime COVID-19.

1. Taci le bearta do dhaoine leochaileacha
2. Saoraidi aonraithe seachtracha a sholathar
3. Cuidia le scaradh séisialta tri lion na ndacine in ionaid airithe a laghdu

Ghabh na hAiri buiochas leis an bhfoireann a bhi ag obair sna hionaid as seirbhisi
riachtanacha line tosaigh a chur ar fail agus iad imithe 6na dtithe agus 6na dteagh-
laigh féin le linn na tréimhse éiginnte sin.

Sineadh Sealadach ar Cheadanna Inimirce

Mar chuid de fhreagairt na Roinne do COVID-19, d'fhégair an tAire O Flannagain ar
an 20 Marta, 2020, go raibh sineadh sealadach le cur ar athnuachan ar cheadanna

inimirce le héifeacht laithreach. Chaomhnaigh an beart stadas dlithitil daoine a raibh
cead acu a bhi ar ti dul in éag agus bhi sé ar cheann de na chéad bhearta da leithéid a

glacadh i rith na bliana.
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4.2 Aibrean-Meitheamh

Maérfheachtas nua Teilifise, Raidié agus Mean Saisialta chun freastal ar lospartaigh an
Fhoréigin Baile

“ Mura bhfuil do bhaile
! sabhailte, ta tacaiochtfds
anseo.

Téigh chuig stillhere.iele haghaidh
tacaiochta.

tli i ndainséar laithreach
glaoighar 999.

#stillhere

Tionscnamh 6 Rialtas na hEireanni dteanntaseirbhisi line tosaigh i do phobal.

Seoladh mérfheachtas nua teilifise, raidié agus mean saéisialta ar an 15 Aibrean, 2020,
chun dul i ngleic le ceist thromchuiseach an fhoréigin baile i gcomhthéacs bhearta
COVID-19. Bhisé mar aidhm ag an bhfeachtas iospartaigh a chur ar a suaimhneas go
raibh seirbhisi ‘fos anseo’, agus go raibh tosaiocht 4 tabhairt d’iospartaigh. D'fhorbair an
Roinn DlIi agus Cirt agus Comhionannais na fégrai i gcomhar le seirbhisi line tosaigh.

Failtionn an tAire O Flannagain roimh chéad-éisteacht chianda na Cdirte Uachtarai

Ar an 20 Aibrean, den chéad uair riamh, thiondil an Chuirt Uachtarach sui le gach pairti a
bhi i lathair tri theicneolaiocht fisedin chianda. D’fhailtigh an tAire roimh fhogra na
Seirbhise Cuirteanna ag ra, “Mar a léiriodh ar fud na cruinne, ta géarchéim COVID-19 ag
athru an tsaoil 6 1a go 1a ar bhealai nach bhfacthas riamh cheana. Ach, mar sin féin, ta
gno na geuirteanna fiorthabhachtach agus, da réir, is maith ann éisteacht an lae inniu”.
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Foilsionn an tAire Standuin Dréacht-Straitéis um Cheartas i leith an Aosa Oig le haghaidh
Combhairlitchain

Ar an 1 Bealtaine, sheol an tAire Stait a bhfuil freagracht speisialta air maidir le Ceartas
Oige, Daithi Standuin T.D., comhairlitichan ar line ar an gcaoi ar cheart do Ghniomh-
aireachtai Stait, lena n-airitear an céras Dli agus Cirt, a bheith i dteagmhail le daoine 6ga
a bhfuil an baol ann go mbeidh siad pairteach i gcoirialacht. Lorgaiodh tuairimi én bpobal
i gcoitinne, lena n-airitear daoine 6ga, mar chuid de phrdéiseas comhairlitichain nios
leithne chun bonn eolais a chur faoi fhorbairt Straitéise nua um Cheartas i leith an Aosa
Oig a chluddidh an tréimhse suas go dti 2026.

La Idirndisianta in aghaidh na Homaféibe, na Trasféibe agus na Défhoibe

Chuaigh an tAire Stait le freagracht as Comhionannas, Inimirce agus Comhthatha, Daithi
Standuin TD, i bpairt leis an bpobal idirnaisiinta chun an fhis ‘Briseadh an Tosta’ a roinnt
ar an La Idirndisiunta i gcoinne Homafadibe, Trasféibe agus Défhoibe ar an 17 Bealtaine.
Ag nétiil le linn phaindéim COVID-19 go mbraitheann go leor daoine LADTI+ nios mé i
mbaol mar gheall ar uaigneas, duirt an tAire Standuin: “tagann muid le chéile ar fud an
domhain chun a chinntiu go gcloisfidh daoine LADTI+ ar fud na cruinne, nach féidir leo
labhairt amach, fuaim an dochais agus na dluthphairtiochta”.

Leathnu Lionra Oifigigh Idirchaidrimh an Gharda Siochana thar Lear

D’fhogair an tAire O Flannagain go leathnéfai Lionra Oifigigh Idirchaidrimh an Gharda
Siochana. Ar iarratas 6 Choimisinéir an Gharda Siochana, agus tar éis cead a fhail 6n
Rialtas, cruthofar poist nua do Ghardai i Washington DC, Stait Aontaithe Mheiricea, agus
i mBogota, an Choldim. Is priomhghné de chur chuige an Gharda Siochana é lionra na
n-oifigeach idirchaidrimh thar lear chun dul i ngleic le heagraiochtai idirnaisianta
coiritlachta agus sceimhlitheoireachta.

Combhairliachan maidir le socri an Rata Lascaine i gCasanna Diobhala Pearsanta

Ar an 10 Meitheamh, bhi an modh inar ceart an rata lascaine i leith diobhalacha
pearsanta a shocru ina abhar do chomhairlitichan poibli a sheol an tAire O Flannagain.
Bhi an comhairlitichan ar cheann de mholtai an Ghrtpa Oibre um Chostas Arachais
(GOCA), tar éis d6 scradd a dhéanamh ar shocru an rata lascaine.

Plean Gniomhaiochta i gcoinne an Chiniochais d’Eirinn le dréachtu
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D’fhégair an tAire O Flannagain agus an tAire Stait Standuin in éineacht ballraiocht ar an
gCoiste Frithchiniochais neamhspleach ar an 19 Meitheamh. T4 an Coiste chun Plean
Gniomhaiochta nua in aghaidh an Chiniochais a dhréachtt d’Eirinn.

Rachaidh an Coiste i gcomhairle le réimse leathan daoine chun smaointe nua a fhorbairt
chun ciniochas a throid in Eirinn. Molfaidh sé plean gniomhaiochta don Rialtas ag
deireadh a chuid oibre, agus meastar go dtogfaidh sé tuairim is bliain. Cuimsionn an
Coiste daoine 6 chulrai éagsula, lena n-airitear iad siud a bhfuil taithi bheo acu ar
chiniochas, agus thiondéil an coiste a chéad chruinnit tri Zim, ar an Déardaoin 18
Meitheamh, 2020.

Céras Athnuachana Clardchain nua ar line do mhic léinn ata lonnaithe i mBaile Atha Cliath,
ach nach 6 Limistéar Eacnamaioch na hEorpa iad

Seoladh Céras Athnuachana Clardchain nua ar line ar an 22 Meitheamh do mhic Iéinn
ata lonnaithe i mBaile Atha Cliath, ach nach 6 Limistéar Eacnamaioch na hEorpa iad.
Déanfaidh mic léinn ar mian leo a gcead a athnuachan an fhoirm iarratais a chomhlanu
ar line anois, cdipeanna de dhoiciméid tacaiochta a uaslodail ar line, an taille chui a ioc
agus ansin a bpas agus a gcarta Ceada Cénaithe in Eirinn (CCE) reatha a chur isteach trid
an bpost claraithe. Déanfar doiciméid a sheicedil agus, ma fhormheastar é, déanfar an
pas a stampail agus a sheoladh ar ais trid an bpost claraithe agus eiseofar carta CCE trid
an mearphost.

Oscailt oifigitil Ghairdin Cuimhneachain Fhoireann Phriostin Phort Laoise

Aithnionn an Gairdin Cuimhneachain an tseirbhis agus an rannchuidiu a thug foireann
Phriosun Phort Laoise, agus go hairithe an rdl a bhi acu chun cabhru le slandail an
naisidin a chaomhnu le linn na dTriobldidi. Agus an gairdin & oscailt go hoifigiuil aige ar
an 23 Meitheamh, thapaigh an tAire O Flannagain an deis freisin chun buiochas a
ghabhail le foireann uile Sheirbhis Phriostin na hEireann agus le priostnaigh as a gcuid
oibre eiseamlairi chun stop a chur le scaipeadh COVID-19.
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Ceiliuradh neamhghnach ar Sheachtain an Bhroid

. Ar an 26 Meitheamh, ghuigh an tAire agus

. an tAire Stait gach rath ar gach duine a bhi
> ag glacadh pairt in imeachtai Sheachtain an
Bhroid agus go leor imeachtai ag bogadh ar
line.

Notail na hAiri freisin go raibh sé oiriinach
go raibh céadchruinniu Choiste Stiurtha na
Straitéise Naisiinta um Chuimsia LADTI+
2019-2021 tar éis bheith ar siul ar na mallaibh. Sheol an Roinn Dli agus Cirt agus
Comhionannais an Straitéis um Chuimsit i mi na Samhna, 2019, chun cuimsit a chur
chun cinn, cearta a chosaint agus caighdean saoil agus folldine daoine LADTI+ a
fheabhsu.

Aire nua agus Aire Stait nua ceaptha

D’fhailtigh an Roinn roimh Aire nua Dli agus Cirt, Eiléana Nic an tSaoi, TD. Toghadh
chuig Dail Eireann i den chéad uair i bhfothoghchan i mi an Mharta, 2013, agus atogh-
adh i in olltoghchan i mi Feabhra, 2016. Ceapadh an Teachta Nic an tSaoi, a bhi tar éis
fénamh mar Aire Stait le freagracht as Meabhairshlainte agus Daoine Scothaosta sa
Roinn Slainte i mi na Bealtaine, 2016, sa phost mar Aire Stait le freagracht as Gnéthai
AE i mi an Mheithimh, 2017.

Ar an 1 1Gil, ceapadh Cathal Mac Conall Og, T.D., sa phost mar Aire Stait le freagracht as
Athchéiria an DIi.
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4.3 lhil-Mean Fombhair

Combhairliachan poibli ar Straitéis a Fhorbairt don Chéras Ceartais Choiritil

Sheol an Roinn comhairlitichan poibli ag tabhairt cuireadh do phobail agus do dhaoine
den phobal cur le forbairt Straitéise don Choéras Ceartais Choiridil. Is é cuspdir na
straitéise fis chomhroinnte a leagan amach le haghaidh céras ceartais choiritil comh-
cheangailte, obair chomhoibritheach a dhaingniu agus a chothd, nualaiocht a stidradh as
a dtiocfaidh réitigh agus smachtbhannai nios éifeachtai, a mbeidh torthai nios fearr ag an
bpobal mar thoradh orthu.

FORBAIRT STRAITEISE
DON CHORAS CEARTAIS
CHOIRIUIL

COMHAIRLIUCHAN POIBLI 0 A H

SPRIOCDHATA 12 LUNASA 2020

J
°3)

Searmanas Fioruil Saoranachta

D’6stdil an tAire ceann de na chéad searmanais fhiorula saoranachta ar domhan ar an 10
IGil, 2020. D’fhreastail 21 iarratasoéir ar an 6caid phioldtach sin. larratasoiri ba ea iad sin
a roghnaigh gan freastal ar na searmanais a reachtaladh i mi an Mharta san INEC i gCill
Airne, Co. Chiarrai, mar gheall ar imni a bhi orthu faoi COVID-19 . Bhi an tOifigeach
Ceannais, an Breitheamh Ard-Chuirte ar scor, Brian Mac Mathuna, i lathair freisin agus
labhair sé leis na hiarrthairi, sular chuir sé faoi Mhionn Dilseachta don Naisiun iad.

132



An Roinn Dli agus Cirt
Department of Justice

Gairm ar Mhaoinit do Sheirbhisi Pobail LADTI+

D’fhoégair an tAire agus an tAire Leanai, Michumais, Comhionannais, Lanphdirtiochta
agus Oige go raibh €700,000 & chur ar fail do ghrupai iarrthacha, ata ag feidhmiu ag
leibhéal naisiunta, réigiinach agus aititil, chun tacu le seirbhisi pobail agus chun in-
fheictheacht agus cuimsiu lucht LADTI+ a chur chun cinn.

Is gné thabhachtach i Gairm ar Mhaoinit 2020 do Sheirbhisi Pobail LADTI+ i dtacu le
cur i bhfeidhm na Straitéise Naisiinta um Chuimsit LADTI+, a foilsiodh ar an 28
Samhain, 2019.

Coméradh ar an L4 Domhanda in aghaidh Gainneail ar Dhaoine, 30 luil

Rinne an tAire Nic an tSaoi comdradh ar an 14 agus i ag ra “Is meabhriachan tabhachtach
é an L4 Domhanda in aghaidh Gainneail ar Dhaoine i dtaca leis an réaltacht uafasach go
bhfuil an iomarca daoine ar fud an domhain fés ag fulaingt i lamha gainnedlaithe. Ach is
glao chun gnimh é seo freisin duinn ar fad, chun an t-am a thégail chun na comharthai a
bhaineann le gainneail ar dhaoine a fhoghlaim.”

Nios déanai sa bhliain, ar an 12 Deireadh Fomhair, i gcomhar le hEagraiocht Idirnaisiuanta
na Naisiin Aontaithe um Imirce (Ell), sheol an tAire an feachtas #Anyone; tionscnamh
feasachta poibli ar Ghainneail ar Dhaoine. Airiodh sa tionscnamh sin bearta chun
feasacht a mhuscailt ar na meain shdisialta agus i bpriomh-mhoil iompair, chun na
teachtaireachtai gur coir ata sa ghainneail ar dhaoine a chur in idl agus gur féidir du-
shaothru a dhéanamh ar dhuine ar bith. Ta sé mar aidhm ag an bhfeachtas cumhacht a
thabhairt don phobal na comharthai maidir le gainneail ar dhaoine a aithint.

Foilsii Athbhreithnit Ui Mhdille ar Chosainti d’Fhinnéithe Leochaileacha in Imscridu agus
in lonchiiseamh Cionta Gnéasacha

Spreag an imni fhorleathan faoi eispéiris fhinnéithe leochaileacha in imeachtai coiritla
Athbhreithniu Ui Mhdille agus chuimsigh an Grupa Athbhreithnithe ionadaithe 6 na
priomhghniomhaireachtai a mbionn baint acu le cionta gnéasacha a imscrudu, a ion-
chuiseamh agus a thriail. Ta breis agus 50 moladh sa Tuarascail a foilsiodh ar an 6
Lunasa, le ceithre mholadh uileghabhalacha: feasacht nios fearr ar reachtaiocht chearta
na n-iospartach; oideachas faoi bhri agus faoi thabhacht an toilithe; comhoibrit idir-
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ghniomhaireachta agus malartu eolais a fheabhsu, go hairithe maidir le seirbhisi
d’iospartaigh, agus comhsheasmhacht i solathar seirbhisi a chinntiu.

Seoladh an Chiste Naisitinta Lanphairtiochta, 2020

Ar an 11 Lunasa, d’'fhégair an tAire Dli agus Cirt, Eiléana Nic an tSaoi TD, go gcuirfi
€749,600 in aghaidh na bliana ar fail don Chiste Naisiinta Lanphairtiochta thar uas-
tréimhse tri bliana do thionscadail a chuidionn le himircigh lanphairtia i sochai na
hEireann. Ta an Ciste Naisitinta Lanphairtiochta, 2020, ina phriomhghné den Straitéis do
Lanphairtit Imirceach, 2017-2020.

Forbraiodh an Straitéis chun cur ar chumas imirceach, né daoine de bhunadh imirceach,
pairt a ghlacadh ar an mbonn céanna leo sitd arbh as Eirinn iad 6 dhtchas.

Aire Stait nua ceaptha

Ceapadh Séamus de Bruin TD ina Aire Stait sa Roinn Dli agus Cirt agus Comhionannais,
le freagracht as Athchdéirit an DIi, ar an 2 Mean Fémbhair, 2020, in ionad an Aire Mac
Conall Og, a fuair ardti céime go hAire Talmhaiochta.

Ceiliaradh ar La Naisitinta na Seirbhisi

Mhol an tAire Nic an tSaoi tiomantas agus gairmiulacht na seirbhisi line tosaigh ar La
Naisiunta na Seirbhisi, ar an 5 Mean Fomhair. Sna blianta roimhe seo, reachtaladh mor-
pharaid tri chathair Bhaile Atha Cliath chomh maith le cineélacha eile rannphairtiochta
poibli chun an 6cdid a chomdradh. In 2020, i bhfianaise phaindéim COVID-19, ni raibh
aon pharaid ann.

Agus i ag comodradh an lae, duirt an tAire Nic an tSaoi, “Is mér an phribhléid dom a
bheith ag obair go dluth le roinnt dar seirbhisi éigeandala line tosaigh. Ta a ngairmitlacht
agus a dtiomantas iontach, i gcuinsi a d’fhéadfadh a bheith an-dushlanach, feicthe agam
féin. Ta luchair orm an deis a bheith agam buiochas a ghabhail go poibli leo agus lenar
seirbhisi éigeandala ar fad as gaisce cilin na gairme ata roghnaithe acu.”
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Ard-Ruanai nua ceaptha

D’fhégair an tAire Eiléana Nic an tSaoi TD ar an 8 Mean Fomhair go raibh Oonagh
McPhillips ceaptha ina hArd-Runai ag an Rialtas, i ndiaidh don tSeirbhis um Cheapachain
Phoibli comoértas a reachtail thar ceann an Choimisitin um Cheapachain Ardleibhéil.

Crioch curtha le rolladh amach Aonaid Seirbhisi Cosanta Roinne an Gharda Siochana

Ar an 29 Mean Fémbhair, chuir an tAire Dli agus Cirt, Eiléana Nic an tSaoi TD, failte
roimh chur i gcrich rolladh amach Aonaid Seirbhisi Cosanta Roinne an Gharda Siochana
ar fud na tire i ndiaidh sheoladh aonad na Mi/na hlarmhi. Tacéidh na hAonaid le cur
chuige comhsheasmhach gairmiuil a sholathar maidir le himscradua ar choireanna
gnéasacha agus baile.

4.4 Deireadh Fomhair-Nollaig

Seolann an tAire proiseas comhairlitichain phoibli ar an mbeartas ciontuithe spionta

Sheol an tAire Dli agus Cirt, Eiléana Nic an tSaoi TD, comhairliuchan poibli ar an
mbeartas ciontuithe spionta ar an 6 Deireadh Fomhair. Lorgaiodh tuairimi 6 lucht spéise
ginearalta agus speisialaithe araon, agus d’fhan an comhairliichan ar oscailt ar feadh
miosa.

Is gné amhain é an comhairliichan i sraith nios leithne beart ar fud roinnt réimsi den
Rialtas, ata leagtha amach chun athshlanud a chur chun cinn agus an seans go bhfillfidh
daoine ar choiritlacht a laghdu.

An buiséad is airde riamh de €3 billiin fogartha don Earnail Dli agus Cirt

D’fhailtigh an tAire agus an tAire Stait roimh an leithdhaileadh buiséid is airde riamh
don Earnail Dli agus Cirt ar an 13 Deireadh Fomhair. Rachaidh an leithdhaileadh is airde
riamh de €3 bhilliiin do 2021 i dtreo maoinil a chur ar fail d’earct Gardai breise agus
baill foirne breise don Gharda Siochana, athchaéiria agus uasghradu an infreastruchtuir
dhigitigh ar fud na hEarnala Ceartais, clar nuachaéirithe na Seirbhise Cuirteanna, chomh
maith le hathruithe nios leithne ar fud na hearnala.
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larratasoiri ar Shaoranacht chun Dearbhu Dilseachta a shiniu

D’fhégair an tAire, ar an 22 Deireadh Foémhair, go gcuirfi ceanglas ar iarratasoiri ar
shaoranacht dearbhu reachtuil a shinit ag dearbhu dilseachta don Stat, ar bhonn
sealadach, le linn COVID-19, in ionad na searmanas saoranachta.

D’fhégair an tAire Nic an tSaoi, freisin, go dtabharfai isteach riomh-imréiteach Canach
agus riomh-Ghrinnfhiosrachain d'iarratasdiri ar shaoranacht, ar aon dul leis an aistriu i
dtreo proiseas iarratais ar line ar shaoranacht. Cuirfidh riomh-Ghrinnfhiosrichan dlus
leis an bprdiseas iarratais agus saorfaidh sé acmhainni luachmhara an Gharda Siochana a
Usaidtear mar chuid de phrdiseas grinnfhiosrichain de laimh.

Athrd ar Ainm na Roinne

Ar an 14 Deireadh Fémhair, cheadaigh an Rialtas aistrit feidhmeanna, le héifeacht 6n
data sin, a bhog an fhreagracht as céiriocht cosanta idirnaisiunta, lanphairtit agus comh-
ionannas go dti an Roinn Leanai, Comhionannais, Michumais, Lanphairtiochta agus Oige
(RLCMLO).

Chludaigh na réimsi a aistriodh chuig an RLCMLO raon leathan freagrachtai beartais,
reachtaiochta agus oibriochta. Bhain maoiniu statchiste thart ar €120m agus freagracht
as nios mé na 220 statseirbhiseach agus seirbhiseach poibli leis an aistrit. Airiodh leis an
aistritl freagracht as an Udaras Naisitinta Michumais agus Coimisitin na hEireann um
Chearta an Duine agus Comhionannas.
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Athraiodh ainm na Roinne ar an 1 Samhain nuair a shinigh an tAire ionstraim reachtuil.
Athraiodh ainm na Roinne le I.R. Uimh. 452/2020 6n Roinn Dli agus Cirt agus Comh-
ionannais go dti an Roinn Dli agus Cirt.

Oilitnaithe agus Teagascoiri an Gharda Siochana ligthe amach chuig Péilineacht Line
Tosaigh

Ar an 2 Samhain, ghabh an tAire Dli agus Cirt buiochas leis an 260 oilitinai agus teagasc-
6ir de chuid an Gharda Siochana a bhi & n-imlonna 6 Cholaiste an Gharda Siochana sa
Teampall M6ér mar chuid den phlean néisitinta péilineachta chun tacu leis na treoirlinte
sldinte poibli chun stop a chur le scaipeadh COVID-19.

Bhi sé sin anuas ar an 45 Garda a d’aistrigh go sealadach 6 Choldiste an Gharda
Siochana go dti an line thosaigh ag tus na paindéime, agus a bhi fés ar dualgas line
tosaigh.

Tionscadail Chomhphairtiochta Aititla nua chun Sabhailteacht Pobail a Neartt

Ar an 13 Samhain, d’fhégair an Roinn na haiteanna ina mbunéfai tri (3) Chomh-
phairtiocht Sabhailteachta Pobail Aititla nua ar bhonn pioldtach.

Beidh na Comhphairtiochtai piolétacha, a mhairfidh ar feadh dha bhliain, lonnaithe i
Larchathair Thuaidh Bhaile Atha Cliath, i gComhairle Cathrach agus Contae Phort Lairge,
agus sa Longfort. Tabharfaidh na Comhphairtiochtai le chéile cénaitheoiri, ionadaithe
pobail, leasanna gnd, comhairleoiri, Udarais aitidla agus seirbhisi Stait amhail an Garda
Siochéana, Tusla agus Feidhmeannacht na Seirbhise Slainte, chun na Pleananna Sabhail-
teachta Pobail Aititila a cheapadh agus a chur i bhfeidhm. Sonréfar sna pleananna an
bealach is fearr is mian leis an bpobal an choireacht a chosc agus léireofar tosaiochtai
pobail agus saincheisteanna sabhailteachta aitiula. Is é an aidhm na pobail a dhéanamh
nios sabhailte do theaghlaigh, do chénaitheoiri agus do ghndlachtai.

Ceadaionn Airi Rialtais Leasuithe ar an mBille um Chiapadh, Cumarsaid Dhochrach agus
Cionta Gaolmhara

Fuair an tAire Dli agus Cirt, Eiléana Nic an tSaoi T.D., faomhadh én Rialtas ar an 24
Samhain, chun leasuithe a thabhairt ar aghaidh ar an mBille um Chiapadh, Cumarsaid
Dhochrach agus Cionta Gaolmhara chun socrd a dhéanamh maidir le dha chion nua
chun déileail le daileadh neamh-chomhthola iomhanna fiorphearsanta.
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Baineann an chéad chion le glacadh, daileadh, foilsit n6é bagairt iomhanna fior-
phearsanta a dhaileadh gan toilit, agus le ran diobhail a dhéanamh don iospartach.
Baineann an dara cion le hiomhanna fiorphearsanta a ghlacadh, a dhaileadh né a fhoilsit
gan toilid, gan ceanglas go raibh rdn ag an duine diobhail a dhéanamh don iospartach.

Shinigh an tUachtaran an Bille um Chiapadh, Cumarsaid Dhochrach agus Cionta Gaol-
mhara, ar a dtugtar ‘DIi Coco’ freisin, ina dhli ar an 28 Nollaig.

Cruinnid Fiorail chun Comhoibrit Oibriochtuil Trasteorann a phlé

Bhuail an tAire agus Aire DIi agus Cirt Thuaisceart Eireann, Naomi Long, CTR, le chéile
ar an 2 Nollaig, 2020, in éineacht le Coimisinéir an Gharda Siochana, Drew Harris, agus
Priomh-Chonstabla Sheirbhis Péilineachta Thuaisceart Eireann, Simon Byrne. Ag an
gcruinnid, a reachtaladh go fioruil, pléadh comhoibril péilineachta trasteorann ata ar siul
faoi lathair agus a bheidh ann amach anseo.

Bhi an cruinnit ar siul roimh an gComhdhail Trasteorann bhliantuil ar Choireacht Eag-
raithe a eagraionn an da Roinn Dli agus Cirt i gcomhphairt le chéile agus a mbionn baint
ag an da Sheirbhis Paéilineachta, na Coimisinéiri loncaim, Coimisinéiri loncaim agus
Custaim na Banriona, agus an Ghniomhaireacht Naisitinta Coireachta |éi, freisin.

Aitheantas tugtha do Thionscadal an Bhaile Ghlais ag Gradaim na hEorpa um Chosc na
Coireachta

Reéachtaladh an Gradam Eorpach um Chosc na Coireachta (GECC) agus an Chomhdhail
Dea-Chleachtais (CDC) ar an 3-4 Nollaig, 2020, agus bhi coireacht theaghlach-bhunaithe
mar théama aici. Le linn an da 1a rinneadh roinnt cur i lathair mionsonraithe ar an gcaoi a
bhfuil céimeanna glactha ag na Ballstait chun dul i ngleic le coireacht theaghlach-
bhunaithe.

Bronnadh an chéad &it ar Thionscadal an Bhaile Ghlais, a chuir Eire i lathair, togra
taighde agus tionscnamh pioldtach ata dirithe ar chur isteach ar bhuionta coiritla a
bheith ag earcu leanai.

D’fhorbair foireann tionscadail FTCBC (Fianaise Taighde ar Chlair Bheartais agus ar
Chleachtas) an tionscnamh seo, ar comhphairtiocht straitéiseach é idir an Roinn DIi agus
Cirt agus Ollscoil Luimnigh ar dhearadh, cur i bhfeidhm agus meastéireacht ar idir-
ghabhalacha ceartais i leith an aosa oig.

Ceadu an Rialtais chun Coinbhinsiun Lanzarote a dhaingniu
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D’fhogair an tAire ar an 16 Nollaig, 2020, gur cheadaigh an Rialtas daingnit Choinbhin-
siin Chomhairle na hEorpa um Chosaint Leanai ar Dhushaothrd Gnéasach agus Mi-
Usaid Ghnéasach (Coinbhinsitin Lanzarote). Is uirlis shuntasach idirnaisitinta dli é an
Coinbhinsiun chun leanai a chosaint ar dhishaothrid gnéasach agus ar mhi-usaid
ghnéasach.

Seoladh thorthai an chombhairlitichain phoibli ar an bhFuathchaint agus ar an bhFuath-
choireacht

Ar an 17 Nollaig, sheol an tAire Nic an tSaoi torthai an chomhairlitchain phoibli ar
Fhuathchaint agus ar Fhuathchoireacht. D’fhégair si, freisin, go raibh sé ar intinn aici
reachtaiocht nua a thabhairt chun cinn chun le dul i ngleic le griosu fuatha agus le
fuathchoireacht in Eirinn in 2021.

Rinneadh breithnil cuimsitheach ar os cionn 3,600 aighneacht (arbh aighneachtai
mionsonraithe i scribhinn nios mé na 175 diobh) chuig comhairliichan poibli, agus
rinneadh comhairliichan domhain le grapai éagsula den tsochai shibhialta agus den
phobal, le lucht acaduil agus le saineolaithe. Ba é cuspodir an chomhairliichain a chinntid
go bhféadfadh an Roinn a aithint cén chaoi a bhféadfai dli na hEireann sa réimse seo a
fheabhsu, bunaithe ar thuiscint shoiléir ar eispéiris na ndaoine a mbionn tionchar ag
fuathchaint agus fuathchoireacht orthu.
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Beartas, Rialachas agus Solathar Seirbhise Inimirce

Léargas Ginearalta ar an mBeartas Ceartais Choiriil

Gniomhaiocht maidir le Droichead Atha

Dé hAoine, 21 Lunasa, 2020, cheap an tAire iar-Stidrthoir na Seirbhise Promhaidh,
an tUasal Vivian Geiran, chun cleachtadh scoipe a dhéanamh chun an tionchar a
bhionn ag gniomhaiocht choiritil i nDroichead Atha ar an bpobal a mheas, agus chun
moltai a dhéanamh le haghaidh gniomhaiochta amach anseo. Chuaigh an tUasal
Geiran i dteagmhail le conaitheoiri agus le solathraithe seirbhise lena n-airitear an
Garda Siochana, chomh maith le gnélachtai agus daoine eile den phobal chun leas a
bhaint as an eolas agus tuiscint aitiuil ata acu ar na fadhbanna, chun priomh-
dheiseanna ar ghniomhaiocht a aithint. [Foilsiodh an tuarascail scéipe ar an 26
Marta, 2021].

Tionscnaimh Cheartais i leith an Aosa Oig

Cuireadh tus le feidhmitchdin phiolétacha chlar an Bhaile Ghlais, a d’fhorbair an
tionscadal Fianaise Taighde ar Chlair Bheartais agus ar Chleachtas in Ollscoil
Luimnigh, in dha shuiomh in 2020 agus beidh siad ar siul ar feadh tri bliana. Déanfar
an fhoghlaim 6 na tionscadail phiolétacha seo a chuimsiu i gcleachtas priomhshrutha
an Gharda Siochana maidir le hAthstitradh an Aosa Qig. Forbraiodh an clar idir-
ghabhala seo, a dearadh go speisialta le sainchomhairle idirnaisiinta, chun dul i ngleic
le smacht comhéigneach leanai ag grupai coiritla a mheallann isteach iad i gcasanna
ciontaithe. Ta maoiniu ar fail do na clair phiolétacha thosaigh 6 Chisti na gCuntas
Diomhaoin, le leithdhaileadh €4.2m san iomlan thar thri bliana.

Ciontuithe Spionta
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| gcasanna airithe d’fhéadfadh go n-iarrfai ar dhuine ciontuithe roimhe sin a nocht-
adh a d'fhéadfadh tionchar ditltach a bheith acu ar ionchais fostaiochta agus ar
ghnéithe eile den saol. D’fhéadfadh sin dochar a dhéanamh da ndeis athshlanu a
dhéanamh agus féadann sé cur leis an ionchas athchiontaithe.

Is éard is ciontu spionta ann na cion nach ga do dhuine aonair a nochtadh a thuill-
eadh, ar an gcoinnioll go gcomhlionann siad na critéir iomchui. | mi Dheireadh
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Fomhair, 2020, sheol an tAire Nic an tSaoi comhairlitichan poibli ar an mbeartas
Cion-tuithe Spionta. Lorgaiodh tuairimi 6 lucht spéise ginearalta agus speisialaithe le
linn thréimhse an chomhairlidchain a mhair ar feadh miosa.

| mi Dheireadh Fomhair freisin d’fhoilsigh an Roinn DIi agus Cirt dha phaipéar
taighde i réimse na gciontuithe spionta. Cuideoidh na tuarascalacha sin leis an
mbeartas ciontuithe spionta is cothroime a fhorbairt in Eirinn, ar aon dul leis an
gcleachtas idirnaisiunta is fearr. Déantar achoimre sa chéad phaipéar ar bhealai cuir
chuige reachtacha agus beartais i roinnt dlinsi dli choitinn agus dli shibhialta, go
sonrach an Nua-Shéalainn, an Astrail, Sasana agus an Bhreatain Bheag, an tSualainn
agus an [siltir. T4 an dara paipéar bunaithe ar mhear-athbhreithnit ar fhianaise ar
litriocht acaduil ar théama na gciontuithe spionta.

Sdbhdilteacht Pobail

| mi na Samhna, 2020, d’fhégair an tAire tri shuiomh chun Comhphairtiochtai Aitidla
Sabhailteachta Pobail nua a bhunu ar bhonn piolétach mar chéim thosaigh chun
poilineacht phobail a neartu ar fud na tire.

Beidh na Comhphairtiochtai piolétacha, a mhairfidh ar feadh dha bhliain, lonnaithe i
dToghcheantar Aititil Larchathair Thuaidh Bhaile Atha Cliath, i gComhairle Cathrach
agus Contae Phort Lairge, agus sa Longfort. Roghnaiodh laithreacha na gComh-
phairtiochtai piolétacha bunaithe ar thosca lena n-airitear dlus daonra, ratai coir-
eachta agus diothacht. Ta cathaoirleach neamhspleach ag gach Comhphairtiocht
Sabhailteachta Pobail Aititil agus forbréidh siad Plean Sabhailteachta Pobail Aitidil.
Déanfaidh na Comhphairtiochtai conaitheoiri, ionadaithe pobail, leasanna gno,
comhairleoiri, idarais aitiula agus seirbhisi Stait amhail an Garda Siochana, Tusla agus
Feidhmeannacht na Seirbhise Slainte a thabhairt le chéile chun na Pleananna
Sabhailteachta Pobail Aititla a cheapadh agus a chur i bhfeidhm.

Athbhreithnit an Hamaltunaigh
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Foilsiodh tuarascail Ghrupa Athbhreithnithe an Hamaltunaigh, an tAthbhreithnia ar
Struchtuir agus Straitéisi chun Coiritilacht agus Eillii Eacnamaioch a Chosc, a Im-
scrudu agus a Phiondsu, i mi na Nollag, 2020. Ta roinnt moltai inti a dhirionn go
priomha ar bhearta reachtacha, struchturacha agus acmhainni chun cumas for-
ghniomhu gniomhaireachta agus ilghniomhaireachta a fheabhsu agus chun éilliu agus
cionta choireacht an bhéna bhain a chosc.
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Feachtais feasachta ar chearta iospartach agus iompar sochaioch

Is feidhm thabhachtach de chuid na Roinne DlIi agus Cirt € a chinntiu go gcuirtear
iospartaigh ar an eolas faoina gcearta agus faoi na tacaiochtai ata ar fail déibh.
Foilsiodh Cairt lospartach nua leathnaithe i mi Feabhra, 2020, agus ta si ar fail ar
victimcharter.ie. Ta sé mar thosaiocht ag an Roinn DlIi agus Cirt cur le feasacht an
phobail ar Chairt na nlospartach agus ar chearta iospartach faoin Acht um fospart-
aigh na Coireachta, 2017.

Ta a fhios ag an Roinn nach bhfuil rochtain ag gach duine ar diseanna ar line agus
mar sin leanann an obair ar aghaidh ar shdcmhainni eile a chrutht chun cabhru le
hiospartaigh na coireachta na cearta ata acu a fhail amach agus an chaoi le rochtain a
fhail ar thacaiochtai iomchui.

| mi Aibredin sheol an Roinn an feachtas ‘Anseo Fés’, chun iospartaigh an fhoréigin
baile, ghnéasaigh agus inscnebhunaithe a chur ar a suaimhneas maidir le cabhair a
bheith ar fail fos, beag beann ar shrianta a bheith i bhfeidhm maidir le COVID-19.

Mar chuid d'iarrachtai leantnacha feasacht a ardu, ta feachtas naisitinta sé bliana
chun dul i ngleic le foréigean baile agus gnéasach ar a dtugtar ‘Leithscéal ar Bith’ ar
sial i gconai. Ta an feachtas seo deartha chun cabhru le daoine casanna né comhar-
thai d'fhoréigean baile agus gnéasach a aithint, agus feasacht a chrutht maidir leis an
nglacadh ata le hiompraiochtai agus dearcthai do-ghlactha.

Foilsiti agus cur i bhfeidhm ‘Ag Tacu le Turas lospartaigh’
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s treochlar mionsonraithe é ‘Ag Tacu le Turas lospartaigh - Plean chun cuidit le
hiospartaigh agus finnéithe leochaileacha i gcasanna foréigin ghnéasaigh’ chun na
moltai ata in athbhreithnit Ui Mhaille a thabhairt isteach.

Athbhreithnit domhain, faoi chathaoirleacht neamhspleach, a bhi in athbhreithnit Ui
Mhaille ar an gcaoi a gcaitheann an cdras ceartais choiritil le hiospartaigh leochail-
eacha. Rinneadh 52 moladh san athbhreithnit chun an céras d’iospartaigh a
fheabhsu le linn cionta gnéasacha a imscradu agus a ionchuiseamh.

Foilsiodh an plean forfheidhmithe i mi Dheireadh Fémhair. Nuair a chuirfear i
bhfeidhm é, cruthdéidh an plean cur chuige dirithe ar an iospartach a chosnéidh agus
a thacéidh le finnéithe leochaileacha le linn cionta gnéasacha a bheith 4 n-imscrudu
agus a n-ionchuiseamh.
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Oilivint Bhreithiunach

5.2

Ar cheann de phriomh-mholtai athbhreithnit Ui Mhaille ta forbairt agus rolladh
amach na hoiliuna don phearsanra ar fad a bhféadfadh iospartach dul i dteagmhail
leo agus iad ag dul trid an gcéras ceartais. Airitear orthusan an Garda Siochana, an
Stiarthoir lonchuiseamh Poibli, gairm an dli agus na breithiuna.

Sa seomra cuirte, moltar go mbeadh sainoilitint curtha ar gach breitheamh a bheadh
i gceannas ar thrialacha coiritla maidir le cionta gnéasacha agus ar gach dliodéir a
bheadh i lathair i dtrialacha den sort sin.

D’aontaigh an Chomhairle Bhreithitinach gur tosaiocht i an oilitint sin agus meastar
go gcuirfear i gcrich i in 2021. Ina theannta sin, cuimsionn clar reatha um Fhorbairt
Ghairmidil Leantnach (FGL) Bharra na hEireann oilitiint a chur ar abhcoidi a bhionn
ag déiledil le finnéithe leochaileacha.

Léargas Ginearalta ar Rialachas an Cheartais Choiritil

Comhaontuithe Formhaoirseachta
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| rith 2020, d’aontaigh agus rinne an Roinn DIi agus Cirt comhaontuithe maoir-
seachta leis na gniomhaireachtai ceartais choiritil faoina coimirce. Leagtar amach sna
comhaontuithe sin an creat leathan rialachais agus cuntasachta a n-oibrionn an
ghniomhaireacht iomchui laistigh de agus sainitear iontu na priomhrail agus na
priomhchdraimi atd mar bhonn faoin gcaidreamh idir an ghniomhaireacht agus an
Roinn, an tAire agus an Rialtas.

¢ Siniodh comhaontu formhaoirseachta leis an nGarda Siochana do 2020 go
2022 ar an 14 Bealtaine, 2020

e Siniodh comhaontu formhaoirseachta leis an mBitré um Shécmhainni Coiritila
do 2020 go 2022 ar an 29 Eanair, 2020

e Siniodh comhaontt formhaoirseachta le hEolaiocht Fhéiréinseach Eireann do
2020 go 2022 ar an 16 Meitheamh, 2020

e Siniodh comhaontu formhaoirseachta le Cigireacht an Gharda Siochana do
2020 go 2021 ar an 11 Marta, 2020

e Siniodh comhaontt formhaoirseachta leis an Udaras Péilineachta do 2020 go
2021 ar an 31 luil, 2020.
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Comhaontuithe Soldthair Feidhmiochta

Ina theannta sin, thug an Roinn Comhaontuithe Solathair Feidhmiochta don bhliain
2020 i gcrich le Gniomhaireachtai Ceartais Choiritil. Is € cuspdir na gComhaontuithe
Solathair Feidhmiochta na an prdéiseas a chur ar bhonn foirmiuil trinar féidir na
priomh-aschuir agus na priomhthorthai ata ag teastail 6 ghniomhaireachtai i 2020 a
shainiu agus a thomhas.

¢ Siniodh comhaontu solathair feidhmiochta don bhliain 2020 leis an mBidré um
Shécmhainni Coiritla ar an 29 Eanair, 2020.

¢ Siniodh comhaontu solathair feidhmiochta don bhliain 2020 le hEolaiocht
Fhoiréinseach Eireann ar an 16 Meitheamh, 2020.

e Siniodh comhaontu solathair feidhmiochta don bhliain 2020 le Cigireacht an
Gharda Siochana ar an 11 Marta, 2020.

e Siniodh comhaontu solathair feidhmiochta do 2020 leis an Udaras Péilineachta
ar an 31 luil, 2020.

Impleachtai an Bhreatimeachta ar chomhoibrit péilineachta in 2020
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Ar neamhcheist le toradh polaititil an Bhreatimeachta in 2020, lean an sar-chomh-
oibriu leanunach idir an Garda Siochana agus Seirbhis Péilineachta Thuaisceart
Eireann (SPTE) le dul i ngleic leis an mbagairt a bhaineann le coirpigh agus iad ag
iarraidh teacht i dtir ar na dushlain phéilineachta a bhaineann leis an teorainn.

Ta Combhstraitéis Péilineachta Trasteorann i bhfeidhm idir an da sheirbhis. Cludaionn
an Straitéis an réimse de ghniomhaiochtai poéilineachta agus ta sraith tionscnamh inti
ina bhfuil an da sheirbhis péilineachta rannphairteach go gniomhach.

T4 an Garda Siochana agus SPTE araon pairteach sa Tascfhérsa Comhghniomh-
aireachta, a bunaiodh faoin gComhaontu um Thuds Nua, atd comhdhéanta den da
sheirbhis poilineachta agus gniomhaireachtai forfheidhmithe dli eile 6n da thaobh
den teorainn. Ta dul chun cinn laidir déanta ag an Tascfhérsa Comhghniomh-
aireachta maidir le dul i ngleic le gniomhaiocht choiritil trasteorann ar fud raon
réimsi coireachta, ni hamhain na gniomhaiochtai traidisiinta smuigleala, ach coir-
eanna tuaithe agus feirme, buirgléireacht eagraithe agus coireacht drugai chomh
maith.



An Roinn Dli agus Cirt
Department of Justice

Ina theannta sin, cuireadh bearta i bhfeidhm chun a chinntid go mbeadh céras in-
mharthana eiseachadta ann leis an Riocht Aontaithe agus go gcoinneofai malartu
leanudnach sonrai forfheidhmithe dli ar bhealach a bheadh comhoiritnach le
hionstraimi an AE maidir le cosaint sonrai.

| mi na Nollag, 2020, thug an tAire aitheasc don 18U Comhdhail Bhliantuil ar
Choireacht Eagraithe Trasteorann. Dhirigh an t-imeacht ar rioscai agus ar bhagairti
trasteorann maidir le coireacht eagraithe tar éis imeacht na Riochta Aontaithe 6n AE
a thuiscint agus ullmhu lena n-aghaidh. Reachtaladh an t-imeacht mar sheiminear
gréasain mar gheall ar na srianta ar fhreastal pearsanta le linn phaindéim COVID-19.
Bhi Aire DIi agus Cirt Thuaisceart Eireann, Naomi Long, Priomh-Chonstabla SPTE,
Simon Byrne, agus Coimisinéir an Gharda Siochana, Drew Harris, in éineacht leis an
Aire Nic an tSaoi chun labhairt le hionadaithe 6 ghniomhaireachtai forfheidhmithe dli
ar an da thaobh den teorainn. Cuireann an chomhdhail bhliantuil ar Choireacht
Eagraithe Trasteorann le comhoibrit idir na gniomhaireachtai forfheidhmithe dli, go
hairithe maidir le coiritlacht trasteorann agus saincheisteanna gaolmhara. Solath-
raionn si deis freisin chun treochtai athraitheacha sa choireacht a mheas agus
aghaidh a thabhairt orthu agus tégail ar na gniomhaiochtai oibriochtula ata déanta
cheana féin sa réimse seo agus iad a fheabhsu. Socraiodh comhdhail 2020 ar line
chun tacu le freagairt chomhoibritheach gniomhaireachtai forfheidhmithe dli agus
deireadh ag teacht leis an idirthréimhse Imeachta as an AE.

Comhroinnt Sonrai ar Fhorfheidhmiu an DIi
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Ag deireadh 2020, cheadaigh Comhairle an AE nasc na hEireann le Céras Faisnéise
Schengen (CFS 1l). Is é an CFS Il an coras Teicneolaiochta Faisnéise is mo agus is
forleithne a Usaidtear don tslandail phoibli san Eoraip. Cuireann an céras ar chumas
gniomhaireachtai forfheidhmithe dli sonrai a roinnt agus a sheiceail maidir le daoine
a bhfuiltear sa toir orthu, daoine atd ar iarraidh, daoine a bhféadfaidh sé nach bhfuil
ceart acu chun dul isteach san AE né fanacht ann, agus nithe/feithicli a d'fhéadfadh a
bheith goidte, mileithreasaithe no caillte.

Ceadaionn an CFS Il faisnéis a mhalartu go huathoibrioch, comhuaineach agus
laithreach ar fud na dtiortha rannphairteacha eile ar fad. Cuireann comhaltai an
Gharda Siochana sonrai leis an CFS Il i bhfoirm folairimh. Ta tri ghné san fholaireamh
mar seo a leanas:

e Faisnéis aitheantais ar an duine né an ni/an fheithicil ata a lorg
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e Raiteas faoin udar a bhfuil an duine né an ni a lorg
e An beart ata le déanamh nuair a aimsitear an duine n6 an ni.

M3 aimsitear an duine né an ni i dtir eile ag baint Usaid as an CFS Il (mar shampla ag
seicedil teorann), déanfar amas a thaifeadadh ar an SIS Il agus déanfaidh an tseirbhis
forfheidhmithe dli sa tir sin teagmhail leis an nGarda Siochana chun na chéad chéim-
eanna eile a phlé. Ar an mbealach sin, beidh gach taifead maidir le duine ata ar iarraidh
agus taifid ar ni agus ar fheithicil ata caillte né goidte ata cruthaithe ag an nGarda
Siochana ar fail laithreach do na tiortha eile sin a isdideann an SIS Il. | rith 2019
amhain, roinneadh 120,000 taifead maidir le daoine a bhi ar iarraidh ar an CFS II.

Ld Ndisiunta na nDaoine ar larraidh, 2020
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| mi na Nollag, 2020, d’éstail an tAire Nic an tSaoi searmanas cuimhneachain ar line
chun an t-ochtu La Naisiunta bliantuil do Dhaoine ar larraidh a chomaéradh. Is
imeacht uile-Eireann é L& Naisitinta na nDaoine ar larraidh a thugann deis do bhaill
teaghlaigh agus da gcairde labhairt faoina muintir ata ar iarraidh, agus achaini a
dhéanamh ar an bpobal le haghaidh aon eolas a d’fhéadfadh cabhru lena gcasanna a
réiteach. Chun an 6caid a chomoéradh, reachtailtear searmanas pearsanta de ghnath,
ina mbionn teistiméireachtai teaghlaigh, 6raidi 6n Aire agus 6 Choimisinéir an Gharda
Siochana, ceol beo, taispeantas sleamhnan pictiur de na daoine ata ar iarraidh in
Eirinn agus searmanas leagtha résanna né scaoiltear coluir fhrithinge. Mar thoradh ar
an bpaindéim COVID-19, rinneadh L4 na nDaoine ar larraidh, 2020, a choméradh le
searmanas comortha ar line seachas an ghnathdcaid ina mbionn daoine i lathair go
pearsanta.

Labhair an tAire Nic an tSaoi, Coimisinéir an Gharda Siochana, Drew Harris, Ard-
Stiurthoir Eolaiocht Fhoiréinseach Eireann, Chris Enright, agus an tAntraipeolai
Foiréinseach, an Dr René Gapert, ag searmanas 2020. Thaifead daoine muinteartha
na ndaoine ar iarraidh agallaimh don 6caid agus casadh ceol ag Farmleigh.
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Léargas Ginearalta ar an mBeartas Ceartais Shibhialta

An Grupa Formhaoirseachta Ceartais Teaghlaigh

Bunaiodh an Grupa Formhaoirseachta Ceartais Teaghlaigh i mi Mhean Fomhair,
2020, agus airitear sna téarmai tagartha fis ardleibhéil, agus priomhchuspdiri mean-
téarmacha agus fadtéarmacha, a aontu chun cdéras naisiunta ceartais teaghlaigh a
fhorbairt ag féachaint do dhea-chleachtas idirnaisiinta, comhthreomhar le bunu
struchtur tiomnaithe cuirte teaghlaigh. Ta an Grupa faoi chathaoirleacht an Leas-
Ard-Runai Oonagh Buckley agus cuimsionn sé comhaltai 6 réimsi éagsula thar ceann
na Roinne Dli agus Cirt, na Roinne Leanai, Comhionannais, Michumais, Lanphairt-
jochta agus Qige, na Seirbhise Cuirteanna, an Bhoird um Chtinamh Dlithitil, chomh
maith le comhaltai de na Breithitina 6n gCuirt Duiche, 6n gCuirt Chuarda agus 6n
Ard-Chuirt.

Ar an gcéad dul sios, tabharfaidh an Grupa faoi phroiseas comhairlitichain a mbeidh
tri chéim ann agus ina rachfar i dteagmhail le pairtithe leasmhara amhail grapai
abhcoéideachta/eagraiochtai neamhrialtasacha, lucht acaduil/taighdeoiri agus
cleachtoiri. Ta an dara céim den chomhairliichan dirithe ar thuairimi an phobail i
gcoitinne a bhailid. Baineann céim a tri go sonrach le leanai agus daoine 6ga, agus ta
si a dearadh i gcomhar leis an Roinn Leanai, Comhionannais, Michumais, Lan-
phairtiochta agus Oige. Meastar go gcuirfear léargas a gheofar én bprdiseas
combhairliachain le hobair an Ghrapa i ndeireadh 2021 agus in 2022 agus a fhis
ardleibhéil 4 forbairt aige.

Costas Arachais
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Déantar socru leis an Acht um Chombhairle na mBreithitna, 2019, chun roinnt coisti a
chur ar bun chun déileail le réimsi oibre ar leith. Tugadh sainordu do cheann acu sin,
Coiste na dTreoirlinte maidir le Diobhalacha Pearsanta, treoirlinte a dhréachtu le
haghaidh damhachtaini i gcasanna diobhalacha pearsanta. Faoi chathaoirleacht an
Bhreithimh Mary Irvine, bunaiodh an Coiste go foirmiuil ar an 28 Aibrean agus
tiondladh an chéad chruinnit ar an 7 Bealtaine. Chuir sé a chéad dréacht de na
treoirlinte faoi bhraid Chomhairle na mBreithiina ar an 92 Nollaig.

Ar iarraidh 6n Aire, scradaigh an Coimisiin um Athchdirid an DIi an bhféadfai reacht-
aiocht bhunreachtuil a bheadh slan a fhorbairt chun teorainn né srian a chur le
méideanna na ndamaisti a fhéadfaidh cuirt a dhamhachtain i leith roinnt catagoiri né
catagoiri uile diobhdlacha pearsanta. Lorgaiodh aighneachtai 6 phairtithe leasmhara
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ar an abhar. Foilsiodh an tuarascéil ‘Uasteorainn a chur le Damaisti i gCaingne
Diobhélacha Pearsanta’ ar an 30 Mean Fémbhair, 2020, agus moladh inti gur ceart am
a thabhairt chun an tsamhail reachtach ata bunaithe ar an Acht um Chomhairle na
mBreithitna a chur i bhfeidhm. Moladh inti freisin go bhféadfai munla bunaithe ar
reachtaiocht Astralach agus Shasanach a cheadu 6 thaobh an Bhunreachta de freisin.

Bhi an Roinn ina rannphairti gniomhach sa Ghrtpa Oibre maidir le Costas Arachais
(GOCA). Is é cuspoir an GOCA tosca a mbionn tionchar acu ar chostas an arachais a
aithint agus a scrudu, agus bearta gearrthéarmacha, meantéarmacha agus fad-
téarmacha a mholadh chun aghaidh a thabhairt ar an abhar.

Ta dha ghniomh eile atd molta ag an GOCA & gcur chun cinn ag an Roinn freisin.

3. Protacail Réamhghniomhaiochta a thabhairt isteach i leith casanna failli
clinicidla

Déantar socru leis an Acht um Rialail Seirbhisi DIi, 2015, maidir leis an Aire do
thabhairt isteach prétacal réamhghniomhaiochta i gcaingne failli clinicitla.
Déanfar socru leis na Rialachain maidir le ceanglais nach mér do na pairtithe i
gcaingne failli clinicidla a chomhlionadh sula dtabharfar caingne den sort sin.

4. Oifig an Bhreithneora Costas Dlithiil

Ta Oifig an Bhreithneora Costas Dlithitil (OBCD) tar éis teacht in ait iar-Oifig an
Mhaistir Fomhais mar a fhorailtear i gCuid 10 den Acht um Rialail Seirbhisi DI,
2015, agus tar éis feidhmeanna na hOifige sin a thogail ar [daimh. Thainig an
OBCD i bhfeidhm le héifeacht 6n 7 Deireadh Fomhair, 2019. Ceapadh an
Priomh-Bhreithneoir Costas Dlithiuil nua agus Breithneoir Costas Dlithiuil le
héifeacht 6n data sin. Ghlac an Oifig freisin leis an lion casanna a bhi fagtha i
sean-Qifig an Mhaistir Fémhais, an oifig ar cuireadh ina hionad i agus a nua-
chairigh si de réir reachta.

Freagairt ar an Athbhreithnit ar Riar an Cheartais Shibhialta

| mi an Mharta, 2017, fégraiodh go mbunéfai Grupa faoi chathaoirleacht Uachtaran
na hArd-Chuirte, an Breitheamh Peter Kelly Uasal, chun riarachan an cheartais
shibhialta sa Stat a athbhreithniu agus a athchairiu.
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larradh ar an nGrupa tuairisc a thabhairt don Aire agus moltai a dhéanamh maidir le
hathruithe ar mhaithe le rochtain ar cheartas sibhialta sa Stat a fheabhsu, réiteach
luath ar dhiospdidi a chur chun cinn, costas na dlithiochta a laghdu, céras nios
freagrai agus nios comhréiri a chrutha agus torthai nios fearr a chinntit d’Gsaideoiri
na cuirte.

Foilsiodh an t-athbhreithnit ar an 7 Nollaig, 2020, agus ta anailis & déanamh air ar
mhaithe le measunu a dhéanamh ar bhearta tosaiochta a mbeidh ga le freagra
beartais ina leith.

Comhlanéfar an t-athbhreithnit sin le sraith beart beartais eile, lena n-airitear ath-
bhreithnid a dhéanamh ar chuirteanna dlinse teoranta agus aititla chun a fhail amach
cén chaoi ar féidir leo feidhmiu ar bhealach nios éifeachtai agus nios éifeachtula.

Tuarascdil Catherine Day foilsithe

In 2019, iarradh ar an Dr Catherine Day sainghrupa a thabhairt le chéile le
hionadaiocht ¢ iarrthéiri tearmainn agus 6 eagraiochtai neamhrialtasacha chun
scrudua a dhéanamh ar dhea-chleachtas i Stait Eorpacha eile maidir le solathar
seirbhisi d’iarrataséiri ar chosaint idirndisiinta. Bhi an tuarascail le scrudu a
dhéanambh freisin ar threochtai déchula fadtéarmacha agus moltai agus réitigh a
leagan amach.

Foilsiodh Tuarascail 6n nGrupa Combhairleach maidir le Solathar Tacaiochta lena
n-airitear Coiriocht do Dhaoine sa Phréiseas Cosanta Idirnaisiinta i mi Dheireadh
Fémbhair, 2020. Beidh an tuarascail mar bhonn d’aon chéras nua chun céiriocht agus
tacaiochtai breise a sholathar d'iarratasoiri ar chosaint idirnaisianta.

Athbhreithnit ar Rochtain ar an Margadh Saothair do Dhaoine a bhfuil Cosaint Idirndisitunta
d lorg acu
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Ag deireadh na bliana 2019 chuir an Roinn tus le hobair ar athbhreithniu ar an
rochtain atd ag iarratasdiri ar chosaint idirndisiiinta ar an margadh saothair le suil
moltai feasacha a chur faoi bhraid an Aire.

Chuimsigh an t-athbhreithnit comhairlitichan le priomhphairtithe leasmhara seacht-
racha ar nés Chénaidhm Ghnélachtai agus Fhostoiri na hEireann, chomh maith le
hathbhreithnil ar aighneachtai a rinneadh chuig Comhchoiste an Oireachtais um Dhli
agus Ceart agus Comhionannas i ndail lena thuarascail ar Sholathar Direach agus an
Préiseas Cosanta Idirnaisiunta a foilsiodh i mi na Nollag, 2019. T4 abhar san aireamh
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freisin ar an seasamh comparaideach maidir le rochtain ar obair ag iarratasoiri ar
chosaint idirnaisiinta i mBallstait eile an AE agus sa Riocht Aontaithe.

Tar éis an athbhreithnithe d’fhégair an tAire bearta nua le cur ar chumas iarratasairi
ar chosaint idirnaisiinta obair a lorg sé mhi tar éis déibh a n-iarratas a dhéanamh.
Mhéadaigh fad thréimhse ‘cead rochtana ar an margadh saothair’ 6 6 mhi go 12 mhi,
freisin.

An Beartas Frithchiniochais - Bunu an Choiste Frithchiniochais

Ceapadh an tOllamh Caroline Fennell, Ollamh le Dli i gColaiste na hOllscoile,
Corcaigh, agus Coimisinéir le Coimisitin na hEireann um Chearta an Duine agus
Comhionannas, ina Cathaoirleach ar an gCoiste Frithchiniochais i mi na Nollag, 2019.
| mi an Mheithimh, 2020, cheap an tAire gnathchomhaltai an Choiste, a thionail a
chéad chruinniu ar an Déardaoin 18 Meitheamh.

Tugadh sainordu don Choiste athbhreithniti a dhéanamh ar fhianaise agus ar
chleachtas reatha agus moltai a dhéanamh don Rialtas maidir leis an mbealach is
fearr lena chur chuige chun dul i ngleic le ciniochas a neartu. Is é cuspdir an Choiste
tuiscint a fhorbairt ar chineal agus ar leitheadulacht an chiniochais in Eirinn agus
oibriu i dtreo comhaontu soisialta a bhaint amach ar ghniomhartha a theastaionn 6
ghniomhaithe Stait agus neamh-Stait.

Déanfaidh an Coiste seo plé le pairtithe leasmhara 6 réimse earnalacha, lena n-airitear
an earnail phoibli; baill den Oireachtas; fostaiocht agus an t-ionad oibre; an tsochai
shibhialta (lena n-airitear pobail aititla; an earnail dheonach agus eagraiochtai spéirt);
na meain (lena n-airitear ar line); an earnail oideachais; agus reiligiun eagraithe.

Straitéis Ndisiunta na mBan agus na gCailini, 2017-2020
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Solathraionn Straitéis Naisilinta na mBan agus na gCailini, 2017-2020, creat uile-
Rialtais trina leantar de chumhachti na mban a chur chun cinn.

Ba é sprioc fhoriomlan na Straitéise in 2020 “athrt a dhéanamh ar dhearcadh agus ar
chleachtais a choisceann ar mhna agus ar chailini pairt iomlan a ghlacadh san oid-
eachas, san fhostaiocht agus sa saol poibli ar gach leibhéal agus feabhas a chur ar
sheirbhisi do mhna agus do chailini, agus tus aite a thabhairt do riachtanais na
ndaoine sin a fhaigheann na torthai is laige n6 ar baol doibh na torthai is laige a fhail”.
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| measc na bpriomhnithe a baineadh amach go dti seo faoin Straitéis ta daingniu
Choinbhinsiun lostanbul ar fhoréigean baile, aisghairm an Ochtu Leasu, tabhairt
isteach dha sheachtain de shaoire ioctha atharthachta d’aithreacha agus seoladh an
Bheartais do Mhna sa Spért. O mhi na Bealtaine, 2020, ta tus curtha le hobair ar 133
de na 139 gniomh tosaigh, a bhfuil 37 diobh curtha i gcrich. Déanfar meastdireacht
neamhspleach ar an Straitéis in 2021.

Aistriodh freagracht as an straitéis chuig an Roinn Leanai, Comhionannais, Mi-
chumais, Lanphairtiochta agus Oige i mi Dheireadh Fémbhair, 2020.

An Straitéis Ndisiunta um Chuimsiu LADTI+, 2019-2021

Foilsiodh an chéad Straitéis Naisitinta um Chuimsit LADTI+, 2019-2021, in Eirinn ar
an 28 Samhain, 2019, agus comhlanaionn si an Straitéis Oige Naisiiinta LADTI a
foilsiodh i mi an Mheithimh, 2018. Sa Straitéis tugtar faoi chuspoiri faoi cheithre
choltin théamacha lena solathraitear fis d’Eirinn ina bhfuil daoine LADTI+ infheicthe
agus cuimsithe, ina gcaitear go cothrom leo, ina bhfuil siad slaintiuil agus ina
mothaionn siad sabhailte agus ina dtacaitear leo. Chun dul chun cinn a dhéanamh i
dtreo na gcuspdiri ardleibhéil sin, comhaontaiodh 108 gniomh.

As na 108 gniomh ata sa Straitéis, bhi 67 diobh idir lamha ag deireadh na bliana
2020. Cuireadh sé ghniomh breise i gcrich, lena n-airitear maoiniu a sholathar do 29
dtionscadal ar fud na tire faoi Chiste Seirbhisi do Phobail LADTI+, 2020. T4
€700,000 san iomlan de mhaoiniu deontais curtha ar fail faoin scéim, a thacoidh le
seirbhisi pobail LADTI+ agus le hinfheictheacht agus cuimsitt LADTI+ a chur chun
cinn.

Beidh cuid de na gniomhartha ata sa Straitéis ar siul i rith a saolré, ar nés iad siud faoi
thoradh 26 a bhaineann leis na tacaiochtai leaninacha ata a gcur ar fail chun a
chinntiu gur féidir le daoine LADTI+ taisteal go sabhailte agus go muinineach.

Aistriodh freagracht as an straitéis chuig an Roinn Leanai, Comhionannais, Mi-
chumais, Lanphairtiochta agus Oige i mi Dheireadh Fémhair, 2020.

An Straitéis Ndisitinta um Chuimsiu an Lucht Sitil agus na Romach (SNCLSR), 2017-2021

D’fhoilsigh an Rialtas an Straitéis Naisitinta um Chuimsit an Lucht Sitil agus na
Romach, 2017-2021, i mi an Mheithimh, 2017.
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Tugann an Straitéis Ranna agus Gniomhaireachtai Rialtais le chéile mar aon le
hionadaithe én Lucht Siuil agus 6 phobail na Romach araon chun fécas a dhirit ar na
saincheisteanna is mé a mbionn tionchar acu orthu ar bhealach struchturach.

Chuir an Roinn maoinia ar fail chun tacu le raon gniomhaiochtai atd nasctha leis na
gniomhartha faoi SNCLSR lena n-diritear bunmhaoinit d'eagraiochtai Lucht Sitil agus
Romach agus maoinit chun cultdr an Lucht Sidil a chur chun cinn don phobal i
gcoitinne.

Is dushlan ar leith é freastal scoile do roinnt ball den Lucht Siuil agus de phobal na
Romach agus chuir an Roinn maoiniu ar fail do chlar piolétach dha bhliain chun dirid
ar fhreastal, rannphairtiocht agus coinneail/criochnu scoile. Cuireadh tus le clair
phioldtacha i nGaillimh, Loch Garman agus Baile Atha Cliath agus Corcaigh.

Mar fhreagairt ar na riachtanais ata ag teacht chun cinn i measc an Lucht Sidil agus
na Romach, chuir an Roinn maoinil breise agus tacaiochtai eile ar fail d'eagraiochtai
comhphdirtiochta den Lucht Sitil agus de na Romaigh go leanfai ar aghaidh ag
solathar na seirbhisi riachtanacha le linn ghéarchéim COVID-19. Airiodh air sin
maoiniu gearrthéarmach a chur ar fail le haghaidh riachtanas laithreach do na
Romaigh nach raibh modhanna tacaiochta acu, maoiniu le haghaidh seirbhisi ateang-
aireachta do sholathraithe ctraim slainte na Romach ar bhonn leantnach, agus
maoiniu le haghaidh solathar dbhar faisnéise slainte poibli i dteangacha cuiné i
bhformaid chui don Lucht Sitil agus do phobail na Romach.

Leag paindéim COVID-19 béim ar chomh mér is ata riachtanais phobal na Romach in
Eirinn agus ar na dushlain uathula a bhaineann le seirbhisi a sholathar don phobal sin.
Mar fhreagairt air sin, thionéil an Roinn foghripa na Romach den SNCLSR chun
Ranna agus Gniomhaireachtai iomchui Rialtais, eagraiochtai a oibrionn leis na Rom-
aigh agus ionadaithe phobail na Romach a thabhairt le chéile faoi chreat reatha na
Straitéise Naisiinta um Chuimsitu an Lucht Siuil agus na Romach, 2017-2021.

Aistriodh freagracht as an straitéis chuig an Roinn Leanai, Comhionannais, Mi-
chumais, Lanphairtiochta agus Oige i mi Dheireadh Fémhair, 2020.

An Straitéis Ndisitinta um Chuimsiu Daoine faoi Mhichumas, 2017-2021 (SNCDM)

Ta an SNCDM dirithe ar na deiseanna is fearr is féidir a chrutht do dhaoine faoi
mhichumas chun a gcumas a bhaint amach, agus glacann an straitéis cur chuige
Rialtais iomlain chun saol daoine faoi mhichumas a fheabhsu.
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Is ‘caipéis bheo’ i an Straitéis, a bhfuil scoip inti do bhearta athbhreithnithe breise
agus bearta nios uaillmhianai i bhfianaise dhaingnit an Choinbhinsidin ar Chearta
Daoine faoi Mhichumas (CCDMNA).

Chuimsigh an t-athbhreithnid meantéarma ar an Straitéis comhairlitichan le pairtithe
leasmhara michumais, ranna agus gniomhaireachtai iomchui agus foilsiodh i i mi an
Mharta, 2020. Fuarthas amach san athbhreithniu gur theastaigh 6 phairtithe leas-
mhara go gcuirfi an bhéim ar chur i bhfeidhm na ngealltanas ata sa straitéis cheana
féin agus ar chomhlionadh na n-oibleagaidi a eascraionn as Eire do dhaingnit (in
2018) Choinbhinsitun na NA ar Chearta Daoine faoi Mhichumas. Mar fhreagairt,
déanfar fécas 2021 a struchturd thart ar na snaitheanna seo a leanas:

e Feasacht a ardu ar eispéireas saoil daoine faoi mhichumas

e Cearta aneartu

e Leathnu isteach i réimsi nua

e An Coinbhinsiun ar Chearta Daoine faoi Mhichumas a chur i bhfeidhm
e Seirbhisi a fheabhsu tri chur i bhfeidhm agus comhoibrit nios fearr

Aistriodh freagracht as an straitéis chuig an Roinn Leanai, Comhionannais,
Michumais, Lanphairtiochta agus Oige i mi Dheireadh Fémhair, 2020.

Léargas Ginearalta ar Rialachas an Cheartais Shibhialta
Comhaontuithe Formhaoirseachta

| rith 2020, d’aontaigh an Roinn DlIi agus Cirt comhaontuithe formhaoirseachta leis
na gniomhaireachtai ceartais shibhialta faoina coimirce agus thug siad chun criche
iad. Leagtar amach sna comhaontuithe sin an creat leathan rialachais agus cuntas-
achta a n-oibrionn an ghniomhaireacht iomchui laistigh de agus sainitear iontu na
priomhréil agus na priomhchuraimi ata mar bhonn faoin gcaidreamh idir an
ghniomhaireacht agus an Roinn, an tAire agus an Rialtas.

« Seirbhis Décmhainneachta na hEireann - Comhaontti Formhaoirseachta 2019-
2021 agus Comhaontu Solathair Feidhmiochta 2020

« Oifig Aicmithe Scannan na hEireann - Comhaontt Formhaoirseachta 2020-2022
agus Comhaontu Solathair Feidhmiochta 2020

e An Bord um Chunamh Dlithidil - Comhaontt Formhaoirseachta 2020-2022 agus
Comhaontu Solathair Feidhmiochta 2020
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« An tUdarés Rialala Seirbhisi Maoine - Comhaontt Formhaoirseachta 2020-
2022 agus Comhaontu Solathair Feidhmiochta 2020

o An tUdaras Naisiinta Michumais - Comhaontt Formhaoirseachta 2020-
2022 agus Comhaontu Solathair Feidhmiochta 2020

5.5 Léargas Ginearalta ar Sholathar Seirbhise Inimirce
Corais nua cldruchdin ar line

Thainig méadu mor ar éileamh 6 dhaoine a bhi ag iarraidh a gclarichan inimirce a
athnuachan le linn na gceithre mhi a raibh an Qifig Chlartchain i mBaile Atha Cliath
dunta le linn na chéad tréimhse de phaindéim COVID-19.

Chun cabhru le dul i ngleic leis an éileamh sin, fégraiodh céras nua athnuachana
clartchain ar line i mi an Mheithimh do mhic léinn a bhi lonnaithe i mBaile Atha
Cliath ach nar 6 Limistéar Eacnamaioch na hEorpa iad, rud a chuir ar chumas iarr-
atasoiri teagmhail shabhailte a dhéanamh leis an Oifig Clarachain gan ga déibh
freastal go pearsanta ar Ché an Bhurcaigh. D’fhag an céras nua go bhféadfadh gach
iarratasoir foirm a chomhlanu ar line, doiciméid tacaiochta a uaslédail agus an taille a
ioc. Rinneadh doiciméid a sheiceail ansin agus, ma formheasadh iad, eisiodh an carta
Ceada Conaithe Eireannaigh (CCE) trid an luasphost.

Ar dtus ni raibh an Céras nua Athnuachana Clartchain ar Line ar fail ach do mhic
l&inn, a bhi lonnaithe i mBaile Atha Cliath ach nar é Limistéar Eacnamaioch na
hEorpa iad, ach leathnaiodh é nios déanai chun naisitinaigh uile, a bhi lonnaithe i
mBaile Atha Cliath ach nar 6 Limistéar Eacnamaioch na hEorpa iad, a chuimsid.

O seoladh an céras nua athnuachana ar line, fuair an Roinn breis agus 38,000 iarratas
6 dhaoine a mbeadh orthu freastal go pearsanta ar an Oifig Clarichain murach é.

Tionscadal Pas

On 2 Nollaig, 2020, ni ga do dhaoine a bhfuil athnuachan & déanamh acu ar chlaru-
chan a gcead inimirce a bpas a chur isteach a thuilleadh chun go gcuirfeadh a nOifig
Claruchain stampa inimirce leis.

154


http://justice.ie/en/JELR/Property_Services_Regulatory_Authority_Oversight_Agreement_2020-2022.pdf/Files/Property_Services_Regulatory_Authority_Oversight_Agreement_2020-2022.pdf
http://justice.ie/en/JELR/Property_Services_Regulatory_Authority_Oversight_Agreement_2020-2022.pdf/Files/Property_Services_Regulatory_Authority_Oversight_Agreement_2020-2022.pdf
http://justice.ie/en/JELR/Property_Services_Regulatory_Authority_Performance_Delivery_Agreement_2020.pdf/Files/Property_Services_Regulatory_Authority_Performance_Delivery_Agreement_2020.pdf
http://justice.ie/en/JELR/National_Disability_Authority_Oversight_Agreement_2020-2022.pdf/Files/National_Disability_Authority_Oversight_Agreement_2020-2022.pdf
http://justice.ie/en/JELR/National_Disability_Authority_Oversight_Agreement_2020-2022.pdf/Files/National_Disability_Authority_Oversight_Agreement_2020-2022.pdf
http://justice.ie/en/JELR/National_Disability_Authority_Performance_Delivery_Agreement_2020.pdf/Files/National_Disability_Authority_Performance_Delivery_Agreement_2020.pdf

An Roinn Dli agus Cirt
Department of Justice

Tathar ag suil go gcuirfidh an fhorbairt seo feabhas suntasach ar an tréimhse ama a
ghlacann sé ceadanna inimirce a athnuachan agus go ligfidh sé do dhaoine a bpas a
usaid chun crioch eile agus a n-iarratas a phroiseail.

In 2020, d’eisigh Solathar Seirbhisi Inimirce agus an Garda Siochana os cionn 157,000
clardchan nua né athnuaite ar chead chun fanacht sa Stat, laghdu 7% ar na leibhéil
roimh an bpaindéim.

Scéim Viosa lar-Bhreatimeachta

Ar an 23 Nollaig, 2020, d’'fhogair an tAire Scéim Viosa nua lar-Bhreatimeachta do
bhaill teaghlaigh Naisiinach den Riocht Aontaithe, nach 6 Limistéar Eacnamaioch na
hEorpa iad, a bheidh ag bogadh go hEirinn tar éis an 31 Nollaig, 2020. Sula dtaisteal-
aionn siad go hEirinn, is féidir le saoranaigh inchailithe, nach 6 Limistéar Eacnamaioch
na hEorpa iad, iarratas a dhéanamh ar chead chun cénai sa Stat agus nuair a bheidh an
cead sin faighte, beidh siad in ann taisteal agus cénai in Eirinn lena mball teaghlaigh is
naisiinach den RA.

Scéim na nOibrithe Neamhthipicitla
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Solathraionn Scéim na nOibrithe Neamhthipicitla (SON) meicniocht chuichéirithe
chun déileail le casanna fostaiochta gearrthéarmacha neamhghnacha, lena n-airitear
iad siud inar aithniodh ganntanas scileanna né ina bhfuil géargha le hardscileanna
speisialaithe a sholathar do thionscal, gné né instititid acaduil.

In Aibrean, 2020, mar chuid da fhreagairt ar COVID-19, thug an Roinn isteach roinnt
beart sealadach a chiallaigh:

e Gur tugadh tus aite d'iarratais ar phearsanra liachta line tosaigh

e Go bhfuarthas réidh go sealadach leis na ceanglais maidir le cruthunais ar
stadas conartha do Dhochtuiri Ginearalta ionaid

e Gur gan dochar d’aon iarratas sa todhchai 6n duine aonair sin, né thar ceann
an duine aonair sin, a deonaiodh cead mar gheall ar na cuinsi eisceachtula sin.

Ar an 4 Mean Fémbhair, 2020, seoladh préiseas iarratais SON ar line d’oibrithe gearr-
théarmacha a bhi ag lorg cead chun oibrit sa Stat. Thug an Roinn tus aite d'iarratais a
phréiseail don fhoireann leighis line tosaigh. Fuarthas os cionn 2,000 iarratas leighis
in 2020; bhain 1,800 diobh sin le haltrai agus ceadaiodh os cionn 95% diobh.
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Saordnacht

Bhain dushlain shuntasacha, faraor, le solathar gnathsheirbhisi mar thoradh ar COVID-
19. Ceanglaiodh ar iarratasadiri a bhi 18 mbliana d’aois agus nios sine freastal ar
shearmanas saoranachta chun dearbhu dilseachta a dhéanamh don Stat, arna riar ag
Oifigeach Ceannais. Mar gheall ar shrianta COVID-19, cuireadh an searmanas a bhi
sceidealaithe don 3 Iuil ar ceal agus nior reachtaladh aon searmanais eile a mbeadh
daoine i lathair acu i rith na bliana.

Ta tuilleadh eolais faoi Shaoranacht leagtha amach sa fhreagairt ar COVID-19 nios
faide amach sa doiciméad seo.

Cosaint Idirndisiunta
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Thit lion na ndaoine a bhi ag lorg cosaint idirnaisiunta in 2020 mar gheall ar phain-
déim COVID-19. Mar sin féin, d'fhan an Oifig um Chosaint Idirnaisiinta (OCI) ar
oscailt, chun seirbhis a thairiscint d’iarratasaéiri de réir ar n-oibleagaidi idirnaisitnta
deis a thabhairt doibh siud ar mian leo cosaint idirnaisiunta a éileamh é sin a dhéan-
amh. Meastar gur seirbhis riachtanach i gcénai é solathar na saoraide le ligean do
dhaoine cosaint idirnaisiinta a éileamh, lena n-airitear le linn ghéarchéim COVID-19.

Rinneadh 1,566 iarratas ar chosaint idirnaisitinta in 2020.

Cuireadh tus in 2020 le hathbhreithnit proisis 6 cheann go ceann ar gach proéiseas
cosanta idirndisiunta. Ta an obair sin, a ndearna Bord Clair ardleibhéil sa Roinn
maoirsiu uirthi, curtha i gcrich anois. Moltar sa Phaipéar Ban go ndéanfai an coras
nua a chéimniu isteach agus a bheith i bhfeidhm faoi 2024 agus go dtabharfadh an
tréimhse san idirlinn deis chun feabhsuithe a chur chun cinn maidir leis na tréimhsi
ama proiseala foriomlana do chosaint idirnaisitinta. Ta roinnt tionscnamh tugtha
isteach cheana féin, lena n-airitear infheistiocht bhreise i dTeicneolaiocht na
Faisnéise; athlonnud an Aonaid Cinnti Airi chuig aitreabh na hOifige um Chosaint
Idirndisitinta chun praisis oibre a fheabhsu; ainmnit an Bhinse Achomhairc um
Chosaint Idirnaisiinta mar chomhlacht ata ddaraithe chun cian-éisteachtai a
reachtail; agus agallaimh fhiorula a redchtail le roinnt iarratasdiri ata ina gconai
lasmuigh de Bhaile Atha Cliath.
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6. Reachtaiocht

Billi Reachtaiochta Coiriula achtaithe i 2020
An tAcht um Cheartas Coiriuil (Cumhachtai Forfheidhmitichdin) (COVID-19), 2020

Cuireann an tAcht um Cheartas Coiritiil (Cumhachtai Forfheidhmitchain) (COVID-19),
2020, foralacha isteach san Acht Slainte, 1947, ag idaru don Aire Slainte foralacha
piondsacha airithe de rialachain a rinneadh faoin Acht Slainte, 1947, a fhorordd mar
“foralacha iomchui” chun criocha an Achta um Cheartas Coiritil (Cumhachtai For-
fheidhmitchain) (COVID-19), 2020. Faoin Acht, tugtar cumhachtai forfheidhmitchain don
Gharda Siochana maidir leis na rialachain phiondsacha COVID-19 a bhaineann le haitribh
cheadunaithe agus clubanna claraithe. Shinigh an tUachtaran an tAcht ina dhliar an 11
Mean Fémhair, 2020. Foilsiodh ina Bhille € ar an 1 Mean Fémbhair, 2020, agus rith dha
Theach an Oireachtais é gan leasu. Bhi an tAcht le dul in éag ar an 9 Samhain, 2020.
Tiondladh tuilleadh diospdireachtai san Oireachtas ar fhoralacha an Achta roimh an data
éaga i mi na Samhna agus comhaontaiodh le riin na foralacha a shineadh go 2021.

An tAcht um an DIi Sibhialta agus an DIi Coiritil (Fordlacha lighnéitheacha), 2020

Déantar socru leis an Acht seo maidir le sannadh agus ceapadh créinéiri sealadacha i gcuinsi
eisceachtula airithe agus chun na criocha sin agus criocha eile do leasu an Achta Créinéiri,
1962. Déantar socru leis an Acht, freisin, maidir le hinghlacthacht, i gcuinsi airithe, taifead
gno in imeachtai sibhialta agus déantar socru leis maidir le cian-éisteachtai agus le modh-
anna leictreonacha a Usaid in imeachtai sibhialta. Ceadaitear leis, freisin, iarratais airithe a
dhéanamh in imeachtai airithe, ag baint Usaid as nasc fise beo agus cian-éisteacht imeachtai
airithe sa Chuirt Achomhairc agus sa Chuirt Uachtarach. Déantar socru leis an Acht, freisin,
maidir le cruinnithe de chomhlachtai Stait a thiondl go cianda agus chun an tAcht Cuirt-
eanna Breithiunais, 1953, a leasu, agus maidir le nithe gaolmhara.

An tAcht um Cheartas Coiriuil (Aitheantas Frithphdirteach do Chinnti ar Bhearta
Maoirseachta), 2020

Tugann an tAcht seo éifeacht do Chreat-Chinneadh 2009/829/CGB 6n gCombhairle ar an
23 Deireadh Fomhair, 2009, maidir le prionsabal an aitheantais fhrithphairtigh a chur i
bhfeidhm idir Bhallstait an Aontais Eorpaigh i leith cinnti ar bhearta maoirseachta mar
mhalairt ar choinnedil shealadach; agus chun socri a dhéanamh maidir le nithe gaolmhara.
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An tAcht um Chiapadh, Cumarsdid Dhochrach agus Cionta Gaolmhara, 2020

Tugadh an tAcht um Chiapadh, Cumarsaid Dhochrach agus Cionta Gaolmhara, 2020, ar a
dtugtar DIi Coco freisin, isteach de bhun moltai 6n gCoimisiun um Athchdirid an Dli chun an
dli coiritil a nuachairit maidir le cumarsaid dhochrach, chun a chinntit go bhfuil an dli
cothrom le data le hiompraiochtai ata ag teacht chun cinn. Ta sé dirithe ar dhul i ngleic le
cinedlacha éagsula diobhala agus mi-usaide a d’fhéadfadh tarla ar line, chomh maith lena
dtarld as line. Leasaigh an tAcht an dli a bhaineann le ciapadh. Déantar socru leis maidir le
cionta a bhaineann le taifeadadh, daileadh né6 foilsit iomhanna an-phearsanta agus déantar
socru leis maidir le hanaithnideacht iospartaigh na gcionta sin. Chruthaigh sé cion lena
mbaineann cumarsaid bhagrach, né thar a bheith maslach, a dhaileadh, a fhoilsiti né a
sheoladh.

Reachtaiocht Choiriuil idir lamha i 2020
An Bille um Mionnui Eithigh agus Cionta Gaolmhara

Déantar socru leis an mBille maidir le cion reachtuil mionnu éithigh agus déantar socru leis
maidir le cionta reachtula a bhaineann le mionnu éithigh lena n-airitear raitis bhréagacha
faoi mhionn, dearbhuithe reachtula bréagacha, fianaise a chumadh agus mionnu éithigh a
gilliu. Chomh maith leis sin, comhdhltuthaionn an Bille reachtaiocht iomchui eile i réimse seo
an mhionnaithe éithigh agus raitis bhréagacha a dhéanamh go feasach in imeachtai foirm-
iula dlithiula.

An Bille um Cheartas Coiriuil (Leasu)

Ta an Bille um Cheartas Coiritil (Leasu), lena mbaintear foralacha maidir le pianbhreith-
eanna sainordaitheacha don dara pianbhreith n6 do phianbhreitheanna ina dhiaidh sin, a
nglactar leis iad a bheith mibhunreachtuil, ag fanacht leis an dara céim sa Dail. Ni féidir
leanuint le pianbhreith a ghearradh i gcasanna den chineal sin go dti go mbeidh an
reachtaiocht achtaithe.

An Bille um Cheartas Coiritil (Cionta Gadaiochta agus Calaoise) (Leasu)

Déanfaidh an Bille seo trasui Threoir an AE maidir le Calaois i gcoinne leasanna airgeadais
an Aontais tri bhithin an dli choiriuil (ar a dtugtar an treoir um an gComhad Faisnéise faoi
Thairge) a chur i gcrich. Foilsiodh an Bille ar an 1 Eanair, 2020, agus rith Seanad Eireann é
ar an 25 Sambhain, 2020, agus ina dhiaidh sin aistriodh go Dail Eireann é lena bhreithniu.
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Bille an Gharda Siochdna (Taifeadadh Digiteach)

Ta scéim ghinearalta Bille a hullmhu faoi lathair chun socrd a dhéanamh maidir le husaid
ceamarai éide ag an nGarda Siochana, mar ata molta ag an gCoimisiin um Thodhchai na
Péilineachta in Eirinn. Déanfar socru leis an mBille, freisin, maidir le hisaid leathnaithe
theicneolaiocht Uathaitheanta Uimhirphlatai (UU) agus Theilifis Ciorcaid lata (TCI), chomh
maith le rochtain ag an nGarda Siochana ar cheamarai beo a bhionn a n-oibrit ag eag-
raiochtai eile a bhfuil gréasan mor ceamarai TCI/UU acu in ionaid straitéiseacha don Gharda
Siochana.

Bille an Gharda Siochdna (Cumhachtai)

Leanadh den obair in 2020 ar scéim ghinearalta Bille a ullmhd chun cumhachtai cuardaigh,
gabhala agus coinneala na bpdilini a chédu, chun cearta nés imeachta daoine a bhfuil
amhras futhu faoi réir na gcumhachtai sin a chédu agus chun socrd a dhéanamh maidir le
co6id chleachtais reachtula. Moladh an reachtaiocht sin i dtuarascail 6n gCoimisiin um
Thodhchai na Péilineachta in Eirinn chun soiléireacht agus trédhearcacht a thabhairt chuig
an gcoras casta cumhachtai ata i bhfeidhm faoi lathair.

Reachtaiocht nua chun déiledil le fuathchoireacht agus griosu fuatha

Foilsiodh an tuarascail ‘Reachtaiocht & Rith maidir le Fuathchaint agus Fuathchoireacht’ i mi
na Nollag, 2020. Airitear inti toradh an chombhairlitichain phoibli ar athchgiriti an Achta um
Thoirmeasc ar Ghriost chun Fuatha, 1989, an t-aon reachtaiocht ata ag Eirinn faoi lathair i
réimse na fuathchainte né na fuathchoireachta, agus leagtar béim inti ar phriomhchonclaidi
a bheidh mar bhonn eolais don chur chuige reachtaiochta nua.

A luaithe a bheidh an Scéim Ghinearalta foilsithe, cuirfear faoi bhraid an Choiste Dli agus
Cirt i le haghaidh grinnscrudu réamhreachtach.

An Bille um N6s Imeachta Coiriuil

Is Bille € seo chun socru a dhéanamh maidir le héisteachtai réamhthrialach, chun an dli a
leasu maidir le fianaise a ghlacadh tri raiteas scriofa agus chun athruithe eile a dhéanamh ar
an dli maidir le nés imeachta coiritil. Faomhadh Scéim Ghinearalta maidir le Bille nios
leithne in 2015.
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Bille an Gharda Siochdna (Cuiteamh)

Foilsiodh scéim ghinearalta Bhille nua an Gharda Siochana (Cuiteamh) i mBealtaine, 2017.
Faoin Scéim nua ata beartaithe, ni mér do Gharda a mhaionn go ndearnadh diobhail do né
di go mailiseach agus € n6 i i mbun dualgais iarratas a chur faoi bhraid Choimisinéir an
Gharda Siochana laistigh de shé mhi. | gcas go bhfaightear an gortu a bheith ina ghortu
mailiseach, beidh sé né si i dteideal cuitimh. Ansin seolfar iarratas a mbeidh nglactha leis
chuig an mBord Measunaithe Diobhalacha Pearsanta, a dhéanfaidh é a phroiseail agus a
dhéanfaidh measutint ar chandam. Cuirfear an Ghniomhaireacht um Eilimh ar an Stat ar an
eolas faoin measunu agus beidh deis aici glacadh leis n6 diultd doé thar ceann an Choimis-
inéara. Tar éis don Rialtas i a fhaomhadh, cuireadh an Scéim Ghinearalta faoi bhraid Oifig an
Ard-Aighne lena dréachtu. Chuaigh oifigigh 6n Roinn i mbun tuilleadh plé le pairtithe leas-
mhara iomchui agus cuireadh Bille Cuitimh an Gharda Siochana, 2021, faoi bhraid an
tSeanaid i mi Aibreain, 2021.

An Bille fdn gCoinbhinsiun Eorpach um Chearta an Duine (Moill in Imeachtai
Cuirte)

Solathroidh an Bille seo leigheas i gcas ina saraitear cearta Airteagal 6 agus Airteagal 13 an
duine aonair den Choinbhinsitn Eorpach um Chearta an Duine. Déantar socru in Airteagal 6
maidir le ceart chun trialach coéra laistigh de thréimhse réastiinach ama. Déantar socru le
hAirteagal 13 maidir le ceart chun leighis ag leibhéal naisitinta i gcas inar saraiodh cearta
duine faoin gCoinbhinsiun Eorpach. Ceanglaitear ar an reachtaiocht leigheas a chur i
bhfeidhm chun freagairt do bhreithitinas McFarlane v. Eire 6n gCuirt Eorpach um Chearta
an Duine 6 2010. Déanfar socru leis an reachtaiocht maidir le ceart chun iarratas a dhéan-
amh ar chuiteamh i gcas ina ndearnadh cinneadh gur cuireadh moill mhichui ar imeachtai dli
duine.

An Bille um Chiontéiri Gnéis (Least)

Déantar athruithe leis an mBille seo ar na socruithe monatadireachta i leith ciontdiri gnéis
arna gciontu. Laghdaitear leis an tréimhse nach mér doibh fogra a thabhairt faoi athra ar a
seoladh; déantar socru leis maidir le monatdireacht leictreonach agus maidir le grianghraif
agus méarloirg a choinneail, agus déantar socru leis, freisin, maidir le heolas a bhaineann le
ciontodir gnéis a nochtadh nuair is ga chun baol tromai do shabhailteacht an phobail a
sheachaint.

160



An Roinn Dli agus Cirt
Department of Justice

An Bille um Cheartas Coiriuil (Teacht i dtir ar leanai i gcionta a dhéanamh)

Is Bille nua é seo chun daoine fasta, a aslaionn né a ghriamalann leanai chun coireanna a
dhéanambh, a choiriuld. Cé go bhfuil cion a8 dhéanamh cheana féin amhail is da mbeadh an
choir déanta acu féin ag daoine fasta a ghriosaionn leanbh chun coir a dhéanamh, né a
usaideann iad mar a ngniomhaire neamhchiontach, ni féidir iad a ionchtdiseamh faoi lathair
as an dochar a dhéantar don leanbh. Tugtar cionta nua isteach leis an mBille chun déileail
leis an dochar a dhéantar don leanbh as iad a thabhairt isteach sa chineal sin gniomhaiochta.
Ceadaiodh an Scéim Ghinearalta lena foilsit ag an Rialtas ar an 15 Nollaig, 2020.

Prétacal Roghnach a ghabhann leis an gCoinbhinsiun in aghaidh na Céastdireachta
(PRCC)

Sa Chlar Rialtais reatha airitear gealltanas PRCC a dhaingniu laistigh de 18 mi 6 bhunu an
Rialtais. Is conradh idirnaisiinta um chearta an duine é an PRCC a chuidionn le Stait
céastoireacht agus cinealacha eile drochide a chosc in aiteanna coinneala. Is é cuspdir an
Phrétacail céras cuairteanna rialta arna ndéanamh ag comhlachtai neamhspleacha idir-
naisitinta agus naisitinta ar aiteanna a bhfuil a saoirse & mbaint astu a bhunt. Os rud é go
gcoinnitear formhor na ndaoine sin sa Stat laistigh de chéras na bPriosun, ta an Roinn seo
ag ullmht na reachtaiochta is g& - An Bille um Chigireacht ar Aiteanna Coinneala - chun
daingniu an PRCC a chumasu a luaithe is féidir.

An Bille um Cheartas Coiriil (Sciuradh Airgid agus Maoinit na Sceimh-
litheoireachta) (Leasu).

Leis an mBille seo, déantar na gnéithe ceartais choiriuil agus roinnt gnéithe ceartais neamh-
choiritil den Chuigiu Treoir 6n AE maidir le Scidradh Airgid a thrasui. Cuireann an Treoir
seo leis an gCeathru Treoir um Fhrith-Sciuradh Airgid chun an tAontas a chumasu nios fearr
chun an coras airgeadais a chosc 6 bheith a usaid le haghaidh scidradh airgid agus chun
sceimhlitheoiri a mhaoiniu. Cé go dtrasuionn an tAcht go leor de ghnéithe an Chuigiu Treoir
maidir le Scitradh Airgid, td an Roinn Airgeadais i mbun éifeacht a thabhairt d’'fhoralacha
eile na Treorach tri reachtaiocht thanaisteach. Ba é an 10 Eanair, 2020, an spriocdhata chun
an Cuigiu Treoir maidir le Scidradh Airgid a thrasui, agus eisiodh litir le fogra foirmiuil ar an
20 Bealtaine, 2020, agus eisiodh freagra i Mean Fomhair, 2020.

An Bille um Cheartas Coiriuil (Géchumadh), 2020

Déanfaidh an Bille roinnt gnéithe ata fos gan réiteach den Treoir um Ghéchumadh 2014/
62/AE a thrasuiomh, chomh maith le cinneadh an BCE maidir le néta bainc euro BCE/
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2010/14, an rialachan maidir le bonn an euro 1210/2010 agus an rialachan um gho-
chumadh an euro 1338/2001. Foilsiodh an Bille ar an 16 Nollaig, 2020. Fuarthas Tuairim
Réasunaithe ar an 3 Nollaig, 2020, agus meastar go n-eiseofar freagra i mi Feabhra, 2021.

An Bille um Cheartas Coiritil (Aitheantas Frithphdirteach do Phianbhreitheanna
Coimeddta)

Trasuifidh an Bille seo Creatchinneadh 2008 6n gCombhairle ar fheidhmiu phrionsabal an
aitheantais fhrithphairtigh do bhreithitnais in abhair choiritla lena ngearrtar pianbhreith-
eanna coimeadta né bearta a bhaineann le cailleadh saoirse. Déanfar socru leis maidir le
daoine ar cuireadh pianbhreith orthu a aistriu idir Bhallstait i gcas nach mbeidh toilit tugtha
ag an duine lena mbainfidh. T4 an Bille &4 dhréachtu faoi lathair ag Oifig na nDréachtairi
Parlaiminte agus tathar ag suil go bhfoilseofar é i mi na Bealtaine agus ta sé nasctha le
rochtain na hEireann ar Chéras Faisnéise Schengen (CFS II). Tarchurtha chuig Cuirt
Bhreithiunais an AE ar an 3 Nollaig, 2020.

An Bille um Cheartas Coiriuil (Daoine a Smuigledil)

Déanfar socru leis an mBille maidir le tri ionstraim idirndisiiinta a chur i bhfeidhm, lena
n-airitear Treoir 2002/90/CE 6n gComhairle maidir le teacht isteach, idirthuras agus cénai
neamhudaraithe a éascu, Creat-Chinneadh 2002/946/CGB maidir leis an gcreat piondsach
gaolmhar agus Prétacal na Naisitn Aontaithe i gcoinne imircigh a smuigleéil. Ta an Bille
nasctha le rochtain na hEireann ar Chéras Faisnéise Schengen (CFS 11).

Bille na Leanai (Leasu)

Le Bille na Leanai (Leasu) ceaddfar do leanai éagtha ar iospartaigh na coireachta iad a
ainmniu go poibli. | mi na Nollag, 2020, bhi gach céim sa Seanad rite aige.

An Bille um Cheartas Coiriuil (Cionta Sceimhlitheoireachta)

Tabharfaidh an Bille um Cheartas Coiriuil (Cionta Sceimhlitheoireachta) éifeacht do Threoir
2017/541 an AE maidir leis an sceimhlitheoireacht a chomhrac. T4 an Treoir dirithe ar
fheiniméan an trodai eachtraigh sceimhlitheoireachta agus cuimsionn si cionta maidir le
taisteal chun cion sceimhlitheoireachta a dhéanamh, taisteal a éasct chun cion sceimh-
litheoireachta a dhéanamh agus oilidint a fhail don sceimhlitheoireacht.

Cheadaigh an Rialtas an Bille lena dhréachtu ar an 15 Mean Fémbhair, 2020.
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An Bille um Cheartas Coiritil (Fordlacha lighnéitheacha)

Déantar socru leis an mBille maidir le roinnt nithe ilghnéitheacha a bhfuil an Garda
Siochana, an Stiurthoir lonchudiseamh Poibli agus Oifig an Ard-Aighne tar éis aird na Roinne
a tharraingt orthu. Ina measc sin ta socri a dhéanamh maidir le méadu ar an bpionds as
comhcheilg chun dinmhard a dhéanamh 6 10 mbliana go priosunacht saoil. Faofa lena
dhréachtu i Mean Fomhair, 2020.

An Bille um Cheartas Coiriuil (Smachtbhannai Pobail)

Solathréidh an Bille seo raiteas nua-aimseartha ar an dli a rialaionn smachtbhannai pobail
agus ar rol na Seirbhise Promhaidh sa choras Ceartais Choiritil. Cheadaigh an Rialtas scéim
ghinearalta Bille in 2014. Ta athbhreithnit ar Chinn na Scéime ar siul faoi lathair ag oifigigh
a bhaineann leis an mBeartas um Cheartas Coiritil agus ag an tSeirbhis Phromhaidh.

An tAcht um an Dli Sibhialta agus an DIi Coiriuil (Fordlacha lighnéitheacha), 2020

Acht chun socrd a dhéanamh maidir le sannadh agus ceapadh créinéiri sealadacha i gcuinsi
eisceachtula airithe agus chun na criocha sin agus criocha eile do least an Achta Créinéiri,
1962. Déantar socru leis an Acht, freisin, maidir le hinghlacthacht, i gcuinsi airithe, taifead
gno in imeachtai sibhialta agus déantar socru leis maidir le cian-éisteachtai agus le hasaid
modhanna leictreonacha in imeachtai sibhialta. Ceadaitear leis, freisin, iarratais airithe a
dhéanamh in imeachtai airithe, ag baint Usaid as nasc fise beo, agus cian-éisteacht imeachtai
airithe sa Chuirt Achomhairc agus sa Chuirt Uachtarach.

Déantar socru leis an Acht, freisin, maidir le cruinnithe comhlachtai Stait a thiondl go cianda
agus chun an tAcht Cuirteanna Breithiunais, 1953, a leasu, agus maidir le nithe gaolmhara.
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Reachtaiocht Gnothai Eorpacha
AN BREATIMEACHT / Comhaontu Trdddla agus Comhoibrithe an AE - na RA

Reachtaiocht Thdnaisteach a siniodh ar an 31 Nollaig, 2020

Mar chuid den ullmhuchan a rinneadh i gcomhair dheireadh na hidirthréimhse, ba gha don
Aire agus don Aire Gnéthai Eachtracha roinnt piosai reachtaiochta tanaisteacha a shiniu ar
an 31 Nollaig, 2020 - a bhain le gniomhaiochtai na Roinne DlIi agus Cirt. |Is meascan iad seo
de bhearta ullmhachta a theastaionn d’ainneoin an Chomhaontaithe Tradala agus Comh-
oibrithe, agus bearta eile a bhi mar chuid de chur i bhfeidhm an Chomhaontaithe.

Orduithe a shinigh an tAire Dli agus Cirt
ix.  An tOrdu fan Acht um Chosaint Idirnaisianta, 2015 (Tria Tir Shabhailte), 2020
X.  Na Rialachain fan Acht um Chosaint Idirnaisiinta, 2015 (Ordu Fillte), 2020
xi.  Na Rialachain fan Acht um Chosaint Idirnisitinta, 2015 (Alt 51B) (Aiteanna
Coinneala), 2020
xii.  An tOrdud um an Acht Aturnaethe, 1954 (Alt 44) (Sasana agus an Bhreatain Bheag),
2020
xiii.  An tOrdd um an Acht Aturnaethe, 1954 (Alt 44) (Albain), 2020
xiv.  An tOrdd um an Acht Aturnaethe, 1954 (Alt 44) (Tuaisceart Eireann), 2020
xv.  Rialachdin an Aontais Eorpaigh (Comhaontu Aistarraingthe) (Cearta na Saoranach),
2020
xvi.  An tOrdud fan Acht Inimirce, 2004 (Viosai) (Leasu) (Uimh. 2), 2020

Reachtaiocht Ceartais Shibhialta

Déantar socru leis an gClar Rialtais maidir leis an Rialtas do thabhairt reachtaiocht isteach
chun Coimisiin nua um Cheapachain Bhreithitinacha a chur in ionad an Bhoird Chomhair-
ligh um Cheapachain Bhreithitinacha (BCCB) agus go mbeidh an Priomh-Bhreitheamh ina
Chathaoirleach air.

Cheadaigh an Rialtas Scéim Ghinearalta Bille um an gCoimisiin um Cheapachain Bhreith-
iunacha ar an 15 Nollaig, 2020, chun socru a dhéanamh chun Coimisitin nua a bhunu in

ionad an Bhoird Chomhairligh um Cheapachain Bhreithitnacha.

Ta an Bille a8 dhréachtu faoi lathair ag Oifig na nDréachtaéiri Parlaiminte.
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Bille na gCuirteanna agus an DIi Shibhialta (Fordlacha lighnéitheacha)

Cheadaigh an Rialtas dréachtu Scéim Ghinearalta Bhille na gCuirteanna agus an Dli Shibhial-
ta (Foralacha lighnéitheacha), 2020, ar an 09 Eanair, 2020. Mar gheall ar an bpaindéim
reatha, thainig tosaiochtai eile ina ait. Ag tus an tsamhraidh cheadaigh an Rialtas an
Meabhran don Rialtas (5180/20/10/2182) ag iarraidh go ndéanfai Bille na gCuirteanna
agus an DIi Shibhialta (Foralacha lighnéitheacha) a dhréachtu go luath ar aon dul leis an
Scéim Ghinearalta athbhreithnithe. Ta Oifig na nDréachtéiri Parlaiminte ag déanamh dul
chun cinn ar dhréachtu an Bhille faoi lathair agus ta teagmhail déanta ag an Roinn leis an
gComhchoiste Oireachtais um Dhli agus Ceart maidir le grinnscradu réamhreachtach.

An Bille Cuirteanna Teaghlaigh

| mi Mhedn Fémhair, 2020, cheadaigh an Rialtas dréachtu Bille Cuirteanna Teaghlaigh chun
socru a dhéanamh maidir le buna Cuirte Duiche Teaghlaigh, Cuirte Cuarda Teaghlaigh agus
Ard-Chuirte Teaghlaigh mar rannain laistigh de na struchtuir chuirte ata ann cheana fein.

Beidh an Bille Cuirteanna Teaghlaigh ina phriomhghné d'fhorbairt céras cuirte teaghlaigh
nios éifeachtai agus nios so-Usaidte a chuireann teaghlaigh i gceartlar a ghniomhaiochtai, a
sholathraionn rochtain ar thacaiochtai speisialtéra agus a spreagann usaid réitigh mhalart-
aigh diospdide in imeachtai dli teaghlaigh.

Décmhainneacht Phearsanta (Leasu) (Uimh.1)

Fuair an Bille um Dhécmhainneacht Phearsanta (Leasu), 2020 (‘Bille Uimh. 1’), faomhadh an
Rialtais le haghaidh dréachtu tosaiochta i mi Dheireadh Fémhair, 2020; diolmhaiodh é 6

ghrinnscruda réamhreachtach mar gheall ar an bprainn a bhain leis, agus foilsiodh é ar an 16
Nollaig, 2020.
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7. Aghaidh a tabhairt ar Dhashlan COVID-19

Sa chuid seo den tuarascail leagtar béim ar phriomhréimsi fhreagairt na Roinne ar phaindéim
COVID-19.

Bhi baint larnach ag an Roinn le priomhréimsi na freagartha reachtaiochta agus slandala ar
COVID-19 agus bhi go leor dar ngniomhaireachtai agus a bhfoireann ar an line thosaigh ag
dul i ngleic le ceann de na géarchéimeanna slainte poibli ba dhushlanai a bhi le sard ag
Eirinn riamh.

FREAGAIRT NA ROINNE

Mar fhreagairt ar an mbagairt fhéideartha 6 COVID-19 bunaiodh grapa inmhednach i mi
Feabhra ar fud na hEarnala DIi agus Cirt, faoi stiliir na bainistiochta sinsearai laistigh den
Roinn. Cuireadh de chdram ar an ngrupa sin an fhreagairt ar dhushlain fhéideartha COVID-
19 a chomhordu ar fud na Roinne, agus scradud a dhéanamh ar réimsi ar leith ba mho
d’fhulaingeodh bagairt agus tionchar paindéime lanscala, amhail Seirbhisi Inimirce, an
tSeirbhis Chuirteanna, Seirbhis Phriostin na hEireann agus an Garda Siochana.

Lena chois sin bhi ionadaiocht ag an Roinn ar Ghrupa na nOifigeach Sinsearach a bhi ag
tacu leis an gCoiste Rialtais, agus chomhordaigh si seisitin faisnéise agus cumarsaide ar fud
na hEarnala Dli agus Cirt. D'fhreastail bainisteoir Sldinte agus Sabhailteachta na Roinne ar
chruinnithe an Ghrupa Comhordaithe Bagairti Slainte san lonad Naisiinta Comhordaithe
Eigeandala, agus reachtaladh Cruinnithe Corparaideacha Nuashonrtchain seachtainitla
faoin gCordinvireas.

Nuair a bhi raig an viris laraithe sa tSin, thacaigh Acmhainni Daonna le baill foirne na Roinne
a bhi lonnaithe sa tSin, agus glacadh bearta rialaithe ag Oifig na Viosai i mBéising. Rinneadh
éascaiocht do roinnt ball foirne filleadh abhaile ar Eirinn.

Rinneadh measunuithe riosca do gach réimse den Roinn, agus forbraiodh comharthaiocht,
prétacail agus bearta rialaithe eile.
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Pleanail Theagmhasach laistigh den Roinn

Leagadh amach obair pleanala teagmhais nios leithne ar an gcéad dul sios maidir le tascanna
criticiula agus pearsanra criticiuil a aithint, agus in oirchill go bhféadfadh laghdu suntasach
teacht ar an bpearsanra a bheadh ar fail, agus/né6 an ga a bheadh ann foirgnimh a dhunadh.

Bhi oifigeach sinsearach, le tacaiocht 6 ghrupa oibre inmheanach, comhdhéanta de phriomh-
fheidhmeanna leanuUnachais gno, freagrach as an bpleanail sin. Bhi cumas suntasach cian-
oibre ag an Roinn cheana féin ag leibhéal sinsearach agus thosaigh si ag leathnt na
hacmhainne sin go tapa mar chuid da pleanail theagmhasach.

Scrudu ar Rioscai Ceirde laistigh den Roinn

Aithniodh go raibh riosca ceirde féideartha ann i leith COVID-19 ag ceithre réimse de
Sholathar Seirbhisi Inimirce (SSI), i.e. d'fhéadfadh baill foirne a bheith faoi riteacht mar
gheall ar nadur a gcuid oibre. Ba iad sin:

e QOifig Claruchain Ché an Bhurcaigh

e An Oifig um Chosaint Idirnaisitinta, Sraid an Mhota (lena n-airitear foireann chuntair
Seirbhisi Céiriochta Cosanta Idirndisiunta)

e An tAonad Bainistithe Teorann, Aerfort Bhaile Atha Cliath

e Seirbhisi Céiriochta Cosanta Idirnaisiiinta, Teach Timberlay

Eisiodh Measunuithe Riosca Cordinviris chuig na réimsi seo 6n 3 Feabhra agus rinneadh iad
a athbhreithniu, a nuashonru agus a eisitint ar bhonn laethil.

Coinniodh teagmhail rialta le FORSA maidir leis na bearta rialaithe idir aonaid Acmhainni
Daonna agus Slainte & Sabhailteachta

Struchtuir Phleanala agus Chomhordaithe Leathana na Roinne agus
na nGniomhaireachtai

Bunaiodh foireann freagartha thrasfheidhmiuil COVID-19 ina raibh oifigigh shinsearacha 6n
Roinn agus 6 ghniomhaireachtai lena n-airitear an Garda Siochana, an tSeirbhis Chuirt-
eanna, Seirbhis Phriostin na hEireann agus an tSeirbhis Phromhaidh. D'fhreastail Oifig an
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Stiarthéra lonchuiseamh Poibli ar na cruinnithe sin freisin. Bhi ionchur ag an bhfoireann sin,
ar a seal, i struchtuir ndisiinta a bunaiodh chun riosca COVID-19 a bhainistiu.

Mar thoradh ar na struchtuir sin bhi an Roinn in ann oibrit go dluth leis na gniomhaireachtai
ceartais choiriuil agus slainte poibli iomchui ar fad (an Roinn Slainte, an Priomhoifigeach
Leighis agus Feidhmeannacht na Seirbhise Slainte) agus bearta a ghlacadh de réir beartas
poibli agus na staide athraithi.

Reachtaiocht

Ag tus na paindéime rinne an Roinn athbhreithnit ar na saincheisteanna dli a thainig
chun cinn i gcomhthéacs na freagartha ar COVID-19, agus bhi ionadaiocht aici ar fho-
ghrupa Reachtaiochta na Foirne Naisitinta Eigeandala Slainte Poibli a raibh an Roinn
Slainte ina cathaoirleach air.

D’oibrigh an Roinn leis an Roinn Slainte ar leasuithe ar an Acht Slainte, 1947, agus ar
rialachain chun éifeacht dhlithitil a thabhairt do shrianta an Rialtais ar ghluaiseacht, go
hairithe i gcomhthéacs chumhachtai an Gharda Siochana.

| ndldthchomhairle le hOifig an Ard-Aighne, le Roinn an Taoisigh agus leis an Roinn
Sldinte, dhréachtaigh an Roinn an Bille um Cheartas Coiritil (Foralacha Forfheidhm-
ichain) (COVID-19), 2020, freisin chun a chinntit go raibh na cumhachtai ag comhaltai
den Gharda Siochana a bhi ag teastail uathu chun gniomhu go tapa chun déileéil le saru
rialachan a bhain le COVID-19.

Foraladh sa Bhille go bhféadfadh Ceannfort, sa chas nar chomhlion duine treoir 6
Gharda faoi Acht 1947, ordd dunta laithreach a eisitint (6 bhéal né i scribhinn) ag
tabhairt ordaithe don duine an t-aitreabh iomchui a dhinadh laithreach don chuid eile
den la. Tar éis mainneachtana treoir 6n nGarda Siochana a chomhlionadh ar nios mé na
6caid amhain, d'fhéadfadh an Garda Siochana iarratas a dhéanamh chuig an gCuirt
Duiche ar ordu dunta éigeandala, ar feadh tréimhse suas le 7 1a. Shinigh an tUachtaran
an Bille seo ina dhli ar an 11 Mean Fémhair.

Rinne an Roinn anailis reachtach freisin chun aon fhoralacha am-iogair laistigh da sain-
chdram a shainaithint a bhféadfadh coigeartu reachtach a bheith ag teastail ina leith i
gcas srianta leanlnacha a bhain le COVID-19 .
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Mar thoradh air sin ritheadh, tri dha Theach an Oireachtais, an Bille um an Dli Sibhialta
agus an DIi Coiritil (Foralacha lighnéitheacha), 2020. Rinneadh socru leis an mBille
maidir le raon leasuithe tdbhachtacha chun dul i ngleic le dushlain nua agus le sain-
cheisteanna dli a thainig chun cinn i gcomhthéacs phaindéim COVID-19. Bhain na
hathruithe, go hairithe, le nésanna imeachta sna culirteanna sibhialta agus coiritla (agus
le hiompar priostinach chun na cuirte agus idir phriosuin), le méadu ar Usaid na
teicneolaiochta, lena n-airitear naisc fise, do na cuirteanna coiritla agus sibhialta, agus le
cumas na seirbhise créinéara.

Plean Gniomhaiochta agus Feachtas Feasachta um Fhoréigean Baile

Ag aithint na rioscai ar leith a chothaigh an phaindéim d’iospartaigh an fhoréigin baile /
drochide baile, bhunaigh an Roinn grupa trasearnala comhdhéanta d’oifigigh AGS,
oifigigh na Seirbhisi Cuirte agus oifigigh Cunaimh Dhlithitil, agus é ag nasc, go direach
le hionadaithe TUSLA. Forbraiodh plean gniomhaiochta chun freagairt don riosca
méadaithe agus do mhiniciocht mhéadaithe an fhoréigin baile mar thoradh ar bhearta
COVID-19 a glacadh agus a chongarai ab éigean do mhi-usaideoiri agus a n-iospartaigh
a bheith le chéile mar thoradh ar na bearta sin.

Roinneadh an plean gniomhaiochta i dtri shnaithe oibre:

4. Seirbhisi a chothabhail agus a chur in ord tosaiochta déibh siud ar gha
ddibh rochtain a fhail orthu

5. A chinntit go bhféadfadh iospartaigh rochtain a fhail ar na culirteanna
agus cosaint a lorg 6 lucht déanta na coire

6. Feasacht a mhéadu go raibh seirbhisi agus tacaiochtai ar fail le linn
éigeandail COVID-19 déibh siud a bhi ag fulaingt drochide sa bhaile

Bhunaigh an Garda Siochana an Oibriocht ‘Faoiseamh’ chun aghaidh a thabhairt go
sonrach ar an tsaincheist sin. Gheall an Garda Siochana go bhfreagroidis go tapa agus
go laidir le beartas idirghabhala ar son gabhala i leith aon tuairisce ar dhrochide sa
bhaile, in ainneoin éigeandail COVID-19. Chuathas i dteagmhail ar an nguthan le
hiospartaigh eachtrai a taifeadadh i 2018-2020, agus bhi freagra dearfach 6 iospartaigh
mar thoradh air sin. Tugadh cuairt orthu siud a bhi go mér i mbaol.
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Ina theannta sin, cuireadh ciontuithe a bhain le drochide sa bhaile, sara ar orduithe ur-
choisc agus cuinsi eile da samhail san direamh sna critéir mheasunaithe riosca a chuir
Seirbhis Phriostin na hEireann i bhfeidhm agus cinneadh 4 dhéanamh maidir le scaoil-
eadh sealadach.

Lena chois sin, chuaigh an Roinn i dteagmhail go luath sa phréiseas le heagraiochtai
neambhrialtasacha chun cabhru le cur chuige comhordaithe chun linte cabhrach agus
tacaiochtai eile a choinneail ag imeacht d’iospartaigh. Laistigh de chipla seachtain
thosaigh an Roinn ar mhaoiniu breise €337,598 a sholathar do ghripai pobail agus
deonacha chun tacu lena bhfreagairt ar COVID-19. Airiodh iontu sin:

e Cunamh do Mhna: €63,017 le haghaidh acmhainni breise chun an tSeirbhis
Tacaiochta agus Atreoraithe agus an tionscadal Tacaiochta Ardriosca a leathnu;

e Lionra lonaid Tarrthala laréignithe na hEireann: €50,000 chun tact le hobair na
n-ionad aitiuil i ndail le seirbhis riunda a sholathar a chomhlionfadh ceanglais
chosanta sonrai, agus chun sreabhadh faisnéise ar chomhairle agus treoir chuig
agus 06 oibrithe tacaiochta trama line tosaigh a bhainistiu;

e Ruhama: €19,680 le haghaidh pacaisti tacaiochta breise do mhna ata ag féach-
aint le héiri as an striapachas;

e Lionra Forbartha na bhFear: suas le €76,590 chun sineadh a chur le line Chomh-
airle na bhFear, tacaiocht bhreise teileaféin don chlar ‘Fir ag Cur Deireadh le
Foréigean Baile’, agus chun feachtas bolscaireachta a chur ar fail; agus

e Slan Sabhailte in Eirinn: €36,000 le haghaidh acmhainn phearsanra bhreise agus
le cumarsaid a dhéanamh le husaideoiri na seirbhise.

e Move Ireland: €33,000 le haghaidh line chabhrach bhreise agus tacaiocht
chomhairleoireachta do lucht déanta foréigin baile.

e Foéram lonaid Tarrthala laréignithe: €50,000 le haghaidh feachtais mhuscailte
feasachta aitiula agus chun pacaiste proiseas, caighdean agus nésanna imeachta
seirbhise athbhreithnithe a fhorbairt.

e Tearmann do Mhna na Mi €9,311.00

Thug an Bord um Chunamh Dlithitil tosaiocht do chasanna foréigin baile agus cliraim
leanai. D'fhan oifig an Bhoird ag Cuirt Teaghlaigh Duiche Bhaile Atha Cliath i dTeach an
Charndin ar oscailt agus bhiothas in ann iarratais ar chinamh dlithitil le haghaidh
casanna foréigin baile a dhéanamh ann. Cé go raibh ionaid dli an Bhoird dinta den
chuid ba mhé do ghlaoiteoiri pearsanta, bhiothas in ann teagmhail a dhéanamh le gach
ionad ar an nguthan no leis an riomhphost agus bhi sonrai teagmhala ar fail ar laithrean
gréasain an Bhoird.
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Thug an tSeirbhis Chuirteanna tosaiocht, freisin, d'fhoréigean baile. Bhi cuirt oscailte i
gconai ag gach duiche chun iarratais ar chosaint, orduithe urchoisc eatramhacha agus
orduithe urchoisc éigeandala a éisteacht. Ni raibh oifigi cuirte ar oscailt ach le haghaidh
gno riachtanach tri choinne, agus éascaiodh iarratasoiri ar fhoréigean baile.

Bhiothas in ann teagmhail a dhéanamh le hoifigi ar an teileafén né leis an riomhphost le
sonrai teagmhala ar fail ar an laithredn gréasain. Lean nésanna imeachta lasmuigh de
ghnathuaireanta oibre mar ba ghnach agus chuir ar foghlaimiodh uaidh sin bonn eolais
faoi phleanail teagmhais. Cuireadh le chéile liosta de Chlaraitheoiri Cuirte, a raibh taithi
acu, le taisteal chun freastal ar Chuirteanna nuair ba gha. Cuireadh treoir céim ar chéim
do Chlaraitheoiri Cuirte maidir le nésanna imeachta foréigin baile agus foirmeacha ar
fail ar inlion na Seirbhise Cuirteanna don fhoireann ar fad, le tacaiocht 6 bhunchlar
oiliuna claraitheoiri a cheadaigh breisoilitiint thapa i gcas ganntanas suntasach foirne.

Chun a chinntiu go raibh iospartaigh ar an eolas faoi sheirbhisi, sheol an tAire feachtas
feasachta poibli. Chuimsigh an feachtas ‘Anseo i gConai’ samplai d’'fhoréigean baile ag
tarld i gcomhthéacs na srianta slainte poibli. Bhi tuilleadh eolais ar fail, freisin, ar
laithrean gréasain na Roinne don fheachtas.

Seirbhisi Inimirce

Ba i comhairle thosaigh an AE go bhfanfadh teorainneacha ar oscailt agus go leanfadh
daoine an chombhairle taistil a d’eisigh an Roinn Gnéthai Eachtracha agus Tradala a
uasghradaiodh de réir mar a d’fhorbair cursai ar fud an domhain.

Forbraiodh pleanail theagmhasach chun a chinntit go leanfai ar aghaidh ag solathar
seirbhisi inimirce tosaiochta, da n-athrédh cuinsi.

Sainaithniodh Réimsi Tosaiochta Gné mar a leanas:

e An tAonad Bainistithe Teorann ag Aerfort Bhaile Atha Cliath

e Bainistiu Coiriochta agus Seirbhisi eile do dhaoine sa chéras Solathair Dhirigh
(SD), lena n-airitear proiseail iarratas nua ar Chosaint Idirnaisiunta (Cl).

e An fheidhm clartchain inimirce (préisealann an oifig phoibli 500 iarratasoir in
aghaidh an lae)
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An tAonad Bainistithe Teorann

Ta an tAonad Bainistithe Teorann (ABT) freagrach as teorainn na hEireann ag Aerfort
Bhaile Atha Cliath a dhaingnit, de réir fhoralacha na nAchtanna agus na nOrduithe
Inimirce mar a bhaineann siad le teacht isteach sa Stat agus teacht isteach sa Stat a
dhiulta.

Idir an 1 Eandir agus an 31 Nollaig, 2020, thainig beagnach 7.4 milliin paisinéir isteach
go hAerfort Bhaile Atha Cliath. Thainig nios mé néa leath diobh sin isteach sa chéad da
mhi den bhliain, sula raibh tionchar ag COVID-19 ar thaisteal idirndisiinta. Bhi an figiur
sin sios 78% i gcomparaid leis an mbliain roimhe sin.

Ta caidreamh oibre an-dluth idir foireann line tosaigh an Aonaid Bainistithe Teorann ag
Aerfort Bhaile Atha Cliath, Udaras Aerfort Bhaile Atha Cliath agus Feidhmeannacht na
Seirbhise Slainte. Lean pearsanra inimirce go dluth gach comhairle 6 FSS agus, sa chas
gur tharla cas amhrasta, cloiodh go ciramach leis na prétacail a bhi i bhfeidhm.

On Déardaoin an 28 Bealtaine bhi sé ina cheanglas dlithitil ar phaisinéiri a thainig go
hEirinn 6 thar lear Foirm Aimsithe Paisinéiri COVID-19 (FAP) a chomhlanu. Baineadh
usaid as an FAP chun céras seicealacha leantacha a éascu chun a chinntiu gur fhan
paisinéiri a bhi ag teacht isteach sa tir ag an seoladh a chuir siad ar fail. Chabhraigh an
FAP, freisin, le rianu teagmhalaithe, sa chas go raibh amhras né cas deimhnithe ar eitilt
no ar bhad farantdireachta a thainig go hEirinn.

Idir an 28 Aibrean agus an 25 Lunasa, 2020, bhailigh oifigigh 6n ABT na Foirmeacha
Aimsithe Paisinéiri agus d'fheidhmigh siad an céras glaonna leantacha spotseiceala thar
ceann na n-udaras slainte. Aistriodh an fheidhm leantach sin chuig an Roinn Slainte ar an
26 Lunasa, 2020.

Lean an ABT ag bailitl agus ag seiceail na bhfoirmeacha aimsithe paisinéiri ag Aerfort
Bhaile Atha Cliath. Atreoraiodh aon phaisinéir a dhitltaigh an fhoirm éigeantach a chomh-
land ag Aerfort Bhaile Atha Cliath chuig Bitiré Naisitinta an Gharda Siochana um Inimirce.

Cosaint Idirnaisitunta

Rinneadh mionscradu ar an gCéras Cosanta Idirnaisiinta de réir mar a thosaigh bagairt
COVID-19 ag teacht chun cinn agus forbraiodh pleananna/maoluithe chun seirbhisi
céiriochta a sholathar do dhaoine sa chéras. Thionscain Seirbhisi Céiriochta Cosanta
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Idirndisiunta roinnt beart chun a chinntit go bhféadfai sabhailteacht conaitheoiri agus
acmhainn oibriochtuil a choinneail.

e Lorgaiodh coiriocht éigeandala bhreise chun cabhru le leapacha teagmhais a
chur ar fail in ionaid chéiriochta.

e Tugadh tus aite d’'oscailt ionad nua i dTulach Mhoér agus i gCuan Ros Lair.

e Cuireadh stop sealadach le scaipeadh cénaitheoiri 6 chéiriocht éigeandala
isteach in ionaid chdéiriochta chun acmhainn a chruth laistigh de na hionaid iad
féin.

e Chuathas i dteagmhail leis na hiarratasadiri uile ar chosaint idirndisitinta a raibh
cénai orthu i gcdiriocht éigeandala chun a chinntit go raibh tuiscint chui acu ar
threoirlinte FSS agus go raibh a fhios acu cé air né uirthi ar cheart doéibh glaoch
ma bhi imni orthu.

e Chuathas i dteagmhail le Bainisteoiri lonaid freisin agus cuireadh eolas ar fail
déibh maidir le pleanail theagmhasach. Scaipeadh abhar é6n FSS ar na hionaid
freisin.

D’eagraigh an Roinn seisitin eolais do ghrapai tAbhachtacha neamhrialtasacha a raibh
spéis acu in larratais ar Chosaint Idirnaisiiinta, lena n-airitear leanai. Chuaigh Seirbhisi
Coéiriochta Cosanta Idirnaisiunta i dteagmhail freisin le pobal na nEagraiochtai Neamh-
rialtasacha chun na tacaiochtai a d'fhéadfaidis a sholathar i gcas raig de COVID-19 a
shainaithint.

Cuireadh an t-eolas ba dhéanai maidir le hinimirce agus Cosaint Idirnaisiunta le linn
phaindéim COVID-19 ar fail i réimse ar leith ‘Uasdatuithe agus Fégrai COVID-19’ ar
laithrean gréasain Seirbhis Eaddirseachta agus Inimirce na hEireann. Foilsiodh fograi
faoi na socruithe éagsula chun aghaidh a thabhairt ar shaincheisteanna a d’eascair as an
bpaindéim, chomh maith le naisc le comhairle slainte, lena n-airitear eolas faoi
cheanglais féin-aonraithe ar theacht go hEirinn, sa réimse ar leith sin den suiomh.

Dunadh Sealadach na hOifige Inimirce

Ag freagairt don dianghlasail ar fud na tire a fégraiodh i mi an Mharta, 2020, dhin an
Oifig Claruchain, Solathar Seirbhisi Inimirce, ag Cé an Bhurcaigh, Baile Atha Cliath, i
dtosach baire 6n Luan, 23 Marta. Osclaiodh an oifig aris ar an 20 Idil. Dunadh oifigi
lasmuigh de Bhaile Atha Cliath, freisin, dn 23 Marta agus athosclaiodh iad ar bhonn
céimneach o6n 20 luil.
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Mar gheall ar fhégra an Rialtais maidir le bearta nuashonraithe i mi Dheireadh Fémbhair,
dhun an Oifig Clarachain ag Cé an Bhurcaigh go sealadach don phobal le haghaidh
coinni clarachain céaduaire le héifeacht 6n gCéadaoin, 21 Deireadh Fémhair. Ath-
osclaiodh an oifig ar an 2 Nollaig doéibh sitd a raibh coinni acu amhain agus d’fhan si ar
oscailt go dti an 23 Nollaig, nuair a dinadh i ag teacht le comhairle slainte poibli. D’than
oifigi lasmuigh de Bhaile Atha Cliath ar oscailt faoi réir ag ceanglais oibritichain go dti
an 23 Nollaig nuair a dunadh iad, freisin, de dheasca shrianta COVID-19.

Sineadh Sealadach ar Cheadanna Inimirce

| rith na bliana, d'fhogair an tAire sraith sinti sealadacha ar cheadanna Inimirce agus
Cosanta Idirnaisiuinta chun cénai sa Stat. Eisiodh an chéad sineadh den sort sin ar an
20 Marta.

Bhi athnuachan an cheada ar an mbonn céanna leis an gcead a bhi ann cheana agus
cuireadh na coinniollacha céanna leis. Maidir le daoine a raibh cead acu cheana faoi
Threoir 2004/38/CE (Treoir um Shaorghluaiseacht) bhi an athnuachan uathoibrioch
faoi réir chomhlionadh cheanglais na Treorach.

| rith na bliana, d’eisigh Solathar Seirbhisi Inimirce nuashonruithe rialta do chohdirt ar
leith maidir lena stadas, agus bhog siad go leor seirbhisi ar line.

Seirbhisi Viosa

Fograiodh atosu teoranta ar sheirbhisi viosa ar an Luan, 22 Meitheamh. Le linn na
céime tosaigh den atosu, nior glacadh ach le hiarratais ar viosa Fadfhanachta “D”, lena
n-airitear viosai Staidéir, chomh maith le viosai a sainaithniodh mar viosai Eigeandala /
Tosaiochta. Nior moladh viosai neamh-Eigeandala/Tosaiochta a eisitint go dti go
mbeadh a leithéid ceadaithe ag comhairle slainte poibli.

Nios déanai sa bhliain atosaiodh cinnti ar viosai airithe fadfhanachta a chuimsigh
catagoiri amhail staidéar triu leibhéal ag leibhéal bunchéime agus iarchéime, Fostaiocht
agus Teacht le Chéile le Teaghlaigh. Bhi cinnti ar iarratais ar staidéar ar an mBéarla fés
curtha siar i bhfianaise na n-aistrithe go srianta Leibhéal 5 COVID-19 agus go dti go
mbeadh tuilleadh breithnithe déanta ag na hudarais iomchui.

Nior glacadh go ginearalta le hiarratais ar viosa ghearrfhanachta, ach amhain i gcasanna
a thainig faoi na critéir Eigeandala/Tosaiochta. Mar sin féin, leathnaiodh liosta na
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ndioltinti a thainig faoi Eigeandail/Tosaiocht chun na catagéiri sonracha sin de
thaistealaithe a sainaithniodh mar thaistealaithe le feidhm noé riachtanas riachtanach i
Moladh 2020/912 an 30 Meitheamh, 2020, 6 Chomhairle an AE, a direamh.

Rinneadh srianta a mhaolu agus a chur i bhfeidhm i dtiortha éagsula i rith na bliana
agus, mar sin, bhi an t-atosu ar phroiseail iarratas ar viosa ag brath ar chomhairle
shlainte agus shabhailteachta maidir le paindéim COVID-19.

Clar Tarscaoilte Viosa Gearrfhanachta Eireannai ar fionrai go
Sealadach

Ar an 10 Iuil, 2020, d’'fhogair an tAire Nic an tSaoi go raibh an Clar Tarscaoilte Viosa
Gearrfhanachta Eireannai ar fionrai go sealadach mar chuid de bhearta COVID-19 chun
srian a chur le taisteal agus slainte an phobail a chosaint. Cheadaigh an Clar do dhaoine
a bhi ar cuairt sa Riocht Aontaithe ar viosai gearrfhanachta taisteal go hEirinn. Faoin
gcomhaontu, bhi ar na sealbhairi viosa Eire a fhagail sula raibh deireadh tagtha lena
gcead fanacht sa RA.

Cuireadh fionrai an Chlair i bhfeidhm mar gheall ar éagsulacht sa chur chuige idir Eirinn
agus an RA maidir le bearta taistil chun dul i ngleic leis an bpaindéim. Ni raibh naisiun-
aigh na dtiortha lena mbaineann in ann a viosa ghearrfhanachta RA a Usaid a thuilleadh
chun cuairt a thabhairt ar Eirinn, ach d’fhéadfaidis iarratas ar leith a dhéanambh ar viosa
Eireannach, nach nglacfai leis ach amhain i gcas criticitil. Beart sealadach a bhi ann, nach
raibh tionchar aige ar chearta Chomhlimistéar Taistil (CT) shaoranaigh na Breataine agus
na hEireann na ar oibriti an CT.

Céras Athnuachana Claruchain ar Line do neamhnaisitunaigh a
bhi lonnaithe i mBaile Atha Cliath

Ar an 22 Meitheamh, d’fhégair an tAire O Flannagéin Céras Athnuachana Clartchain ar
line do mhic Iéinn neamh-LEE a bhi lonnaithe i mBaile Atha Cliath. Ar an 7 Iuil, d’fhégair
an tAire Nic an tSaoi go raibh an céras athnuachana ar line sin a leathni amach do gach
neamhnaisitinach i mBaile Atha Cliath a bhi ag iarraidh a gclartichan inimirce a ath-
nuachan.

Thug an coéras nua ar line deis d'iarratasdiri athnuachan a dhéanambh ar line gan coinne
a dhéanamh agus freastal go pearsanta ar an oifig clardchain. Roimhe sin, bhi ar iarr-
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atasoéiri den soért sin coinne a chur in airithe sula bhfreastaldidis go pearsanta ar an oifig
clardachain, agus bhi éileamh mor ar na coinni sin.

Bhi siad siud ar mhian leo a gcead a athnuachan in ann an fhoirm iarratais a chomhlanu
ar line anois, céipeanna de dhoiciméid tacaiochta a uaslédail ar line, an taille chui a ioc

agus a bpas agus a gcarta reatha Ceada Cénaithe in Eirinn a chur isteach trid an bpost

claraithe.

Saoranacht

Mar gheall go mbionn an rannég Saoranachta ag brath go traidisiiinta ar phroiseail
doiciméad fisiceach, bhi tionchar suntasach ag na srianta a chruthaigh COVID-19 ar an
réimse sin.

Bhi searmanais ar siul ar an 2 agus 3 Marta cé gur iarradh ar iarrthéiri né aionna 6 go
leor tiortha a bhi i ndlith-theagmhail le cas COVID-19, n6 a raibh comharthai 4 léirit
acu, gan freastal. Cuireadh na searmanais a bhi sceidealta do mhi il agus do mhionna
eile den bhliain ar ceal de réir mar a thainig leibhéal na n-ionfhabhtuithe agus tionchar
foriomlan an viris chun solais. Tiondladh searmanas fioruil pioldtach ar an 15 Iuil. Cé
gur éirigh go maith leis an searmanas fioruil, fuarthas amach in athbhreithnit nach raibh
sé inscalaithe chun tacu leis an leibhéal éilimh, mar go ndéanfai an iomarca acmhainni a
atreoru 6 phroisedil casanna da gcuirfi searmanais fhiortla chun cinn ar an scala a
theastaigh.

Socraiodh go gcuirfi ceanglas go ndéanfadh iarratasdiri ar shaoranacht dearbhu reacht-
Uil dilseachta don Stat a shinit in ionad na searmanas sin le linn COVID-19. Tar éis
dearbhu lan-chomhlanaithe a fhail ar ais, bhi an Roinn DIi agus Cirt in ann deimhniu
eadodirseachta a eisiuint. In ionad searmanas saoranachta, reachtalfai 6caid cheilitrtha
fhioruil d’aon duine a fuair deimhnit eadodirseachta.

Chun an ghné ar line da sheirbhisi a fhorbairt tuilleadh, athdhearadh laithrean gréasain
na Saoranachta chun é a dhéanamh nios éasca le husaid. Mar chuid den phrdiseas sin,
tugadh isteach feidhmchlar comhra ar line né ‘bota comhrd’, ar tugadh Tara uirthi, i mi
na Nollag. Thug sé seo freagra laithreach d'Usaideoiri ar cheisteanna coitianta chun
tuilleadh cabhrach a thabhairt maidir le ceisteanna agus proiseail.

In ainneoin na mbeart sin, bhi breis agus 23,000 iarratas ar shaoranacht idir [Amha ag
deireadh na bliana, lena n-airitear timpeall 4,000 a bhi réidh le haghaidh searmanais.
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Nior measadh gur rogha é fanacht go dti go bhféadfai searmanais mhéra phearsanta
saoranachta a reachtail mar go mbeadh ar go leor iarratasoiri a ndeis ar bheith ina
saoranaigh Eireannacha a chur ar athlé ar feadh tréimhse éiginnte ama gan aon locht

orthu féin.

Osclaiodh an céras sealadach chun saoranacht a dheont ar an 18 Eanair, 2021.

Combhoibria Thuaidh-Theas

Bhi Coimisinéir an Gharda Siochana agus Priomhchonstabla Sheirbhis Péilineachta
Thuaisceart Eireann i dteagmhail rialta agus bhi an dlith-chomhoibriti leantinach sin idir
an Garda Siochana agus SPTE ina phriomhghné de phailiniti na freagartha don
phaindéim.

e Bhi comhoibriu fairsing ann chun an t-iliomad seicphointi comhordaithe, a cuir-
eadh i bhfeidhm ag laithreacha tdbhachtacha feadh na teorann, a chur ar fail2.

e Cuireadh seicphointi comhphairteacha i bhfeidhm freisin le linn roinnt deireadh
seachtaine saoire bainc i ngach dlinse.

e Cuireadh béim ar na gniomhartha agus na tionscnaimh sin ar na meain shaisialta,
chun cabhr le feasacht an phobail a fhorbairt maidir leis na Gardai agus SPTE a
bheith ag obair go dluth le chéile chun a chinntit go raibh srianta slainte poibli &
gcomhlionadh ar an da thaobh den teorainn.

Bhi comhoibrit maith polaititil sa réimse seo freisin tri phlé tairgiuil le hAire DIi agus
Cirt Thuaisceart Eireann, Naomi Long, Comhalta den Tiondl Reachtach. Bhi teilea-
chomhdhail ag an Aire O Flannagain leis an Aire Long ar an 30 Aibrean agus ina dhiaidh
sin eisiodh Comh-Phreasraiteas ar an 7 Bealtaine nuair a rinne an bheirt Airi comhghlao
chun aird an phobail a tharraingt ar ghniomh forfheidhmitichain péilineachta ar an da
thaobh den teorainn. D’aitigh siad freisin ar dhaoine leanuint de threoirlinte slainte
poibli a chomhlionadh. Bhi teileachomhdhail ag an Aire Nic an tSaoi leis an Aire Long ar
an 21 Iuil. Phléigh siad réimse saincheisteanna comhleasa, lenar airiodh cursai COVID-

19.

2 Ni fhéadfai na Rialachain Slainte, a mhéid a bhain siad Igis na srianta ar ghluaiseacht 6 it chdnaithe duine, a chur i bhfeidhm chun srian a
chur le gluaiseacht daoine a bhi ina gcénai i dTuaisceart Eireann.
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FREAGAIRT AN GHARDA SIOCHANA

Ta an Garda Siochana ar cheann de thri phriomhghniomhaireacht freagartha faoi struchtuir
agus creat Bhainistit Straitéiseach Eigeandala na hEireann. Da réir sin, ta siad bainteach go
hiomlan leis an bpleanail agus na prétacail maidir le bainistii moéréigeandalai ag leibhéil
naisiunta, réigiinacha agus aitiula.

Ta plean éigeandala i bhfeidhm ag gach Rannan den Gharda Siochana, agus déantar ath-
bhreithniu ar na pleananna sin ar bhonn leanunach agus mar fhreagairt ar 6caidi géarchéime
ar leith.

Ta teagmbhais oibridchain an Gharda Siochana maidir le foireann a bheith ar fail bunaithe go
haitidil. Ta pleananna éigeandala idirghniomhaireachta i bhfeidhm ag infreastruchtur ri-
thabhachtach ar fud na tire, lena n-airitear calafoirt agus aerfoirt. Bhi grupai oibre bainis-
tithe éigeandala idirghniomhaireachta agus grupai stiirtha bunaithe i ngach ceann de na 8
réigiun Bainistithe Moréigeandala. Bhi Feidhmeannacht na Seirbhise Slainte i gceannas ar
ghniomhachtu agus ar chur i bhfeidhm na bpleananna sin i gcomhthéacs éigeandala

slainte.

Ullmhuchain Tosaigh

Chruthaigh an Garda Siochana a aonad lanaimseartha COVID-19 féin chun freagairt
ullmhachta do shaincheisteanna COVID-19 a chomhordu 6 leibhéal naisiunta. Cé go
ndéiledlfai le haon fhreagairt do theagmhas né d’'éigeandail fhéideartha maidir le
COVID-19 ag leibhéal aitiuil/réigiunach, bhi formhaoirseacht naisiunta ag aonad
COVID-19 chun comhsheasmhacht agus comhordu an chuir chuige a chinntiu.

Bhi sé mar aidhm ag Coimisinéir an Gharda Siochana réimse beart a chur i bhfeidhm a
chinnteodh go mbeadh an acmhainn ba mhé ab fhéidir ag an nGarda Siochana chun
solathar seirbhise a choinneail agus tacaiocht a choinneéil do ghniomhaireachtai eile de
réir mar ba gha:

e Uainchlair/Saoire Bhliantuil - Dréachtaiodh uainchlar éigeandala chun freastal ar
bhuaic-éileamh agus chun pdilineacht nios feicedlai a chumasu. Bhi gach saoire
bhliantuil do chomhaltai an Gharda Siochana agus d’fhoireann an Gharda Sioch-
ana teoranta do 10% ar a mhéad den fhérsa saothair ag am ar bith.
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e Pacaiste Scoir - Cuireadh siar scor 18 nGarda ag graid shinsearacha a bhi le
bheith ann ar an 1 Aibrean faoin bpacaiste scoir.

e Colaiste an Gharda Siochana - Ghlac gach Garda Promhaidh a bhi faoi oilitiint i
gColaiste an Gharda Siochana (c.320) mionn an Gharda Siochana ar an 27 Marta,
2020, agus cuireadh chuig staisiuin iad.

¢ Rinneadh gach comhalta den Gharda Siochana a bhi ag obair i gColaiste an
Gharda Siochana a athshannadh chuig dualgais phéilineachta oibriochta né chuig
oilidint riachtanach agus athshannadh baill foirne an Gharda Siochana a bhi ag
obair sa cholaiste chuig dualgais riarachain.

Achoimre ar Shocruithe Teagmhais

Agus é ag tacu le treoirlinte slainte poibli COVID-19, ghlac an Garda Siochana le
freagairt phaoilineachta chéimnithe bunaithe ar thraidisiin an Gharda Siochana den
phéilineacht le toilid. Mar thoradh air sin bhi comhaltai den Gharda Siochana i mbun
teagmhala, oiliuina, spreagtha agus, mar rogha dheireanach, forfheidhmithe.

Rinne comhaltai den Gharda Siochana ar fud na tire patréla ardfheictheachta de réir na
mbeart sldinte poibli a d'fhégair an Rialtas. Ba é aidhm na gniomhaiochta sin daoine a
spreagadh chun cloi leis na bearta slainte poibli.
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Maidir leis sin, agus mar a tharlaionn ina chuid oibre ar fad, lean AGS ar aghaidh lena
héiteas pdilineachta pobail a chur i bhfeidhm, ag lorg daoine a bhi leochaileach chun
cunamh a chur ar fail déibh agus a chinntit nar mhothaigh siad ina n-aonar. Le linn na
paindéime, leanadh ar aghaidh le gnathoibriochtai pdilineachta chun coireacht a chosc

179



An Roinn DIi agus Cirt
Department of Justice

agus a bhrath. Cuireadh na bearta sin in iul do chomhlachais ionadaiocha an Gharda
Siochana, a raibh meas acu ar fad ar an gcas fior-thromchuiseach a bhi le saru ag an tir
agus ar an nga a bhi le huaschumas a lorg chun solathar seirbhise a chinntit agus chun
tacu leis an bpobal de réir mar ba gha.

Tar éis thosach feidhme shrianta an Rialtais faoi COVID-19, bhi laghdu ginearalta i go
leor catagoiri coireachta. Mar sin féin, thainig méadu ar roinnt catagéiri, mar a leanas:

e Drochide sa Bhaile (ba mar gheall air sin a tugadh isteach an Oibriocht
‘Faoiseamh’ chun tacu le hiospartaigh drochide sa bhaile)

e Drugai Rialaithe (seilbh shimpli)

e Cionta Arm agus Pléascan (seilbh arm ionsaitheach)

e Cibearchoireacht/calaois ar line

An tUdaras Péilineachta

| bhfianaise oibriochtai leaninacha an Gharda Siochana agus cineal na gcumhachtai seal-
adacha, measadh go raibh formhaoirseacht neamhspleach ar phéilineacht agus ar chearta
an duine riachtanach chun muinin agus tacaiocht an phobail sa phéilineacht a choinneiil.
Chuige sin, d'iarr an tAire ar an Udaras Pdéilineachta tuairisc a thabhairt ar bhonn rialta ar a
ghniomhartha maidir le formhaoirseacht a dhéanamh ar phéilineacht COVID-19, le tagairt
ar leith don tsli a raibh an Garda Siochana tar éis na Rialachain a bhi déanta ag an Aire
Slainte a chur i ngniomh.
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Mhol an tAire freisin don Udaras Péilineachta go rachadh sé i dteagmhail le comhlachtai
reachtula iomchui agus le heagraiochtai neamhrialtasacha a bhi ag feidhmiu i réimse na
gceart sibhialta agus daonna.

Foilsiodh an deichit tuarascail én Udaras Pdéilineachta ar Fheidhmiocht Péilineachta an
Gharda Siochana i ndail le Rialachain COVID-19 ar an 18 Nollaig, 2020. Is féidir teacht ar an
tuarascail iomlan ag an nasc seo a leanas:

An Deichit Tuarascéil 6n Udaras Poilineachta maidir le Rialachain COVID-19

Bhi baint ag an Udaras Péilineachta freisin le hobair a dhéanamh leis an gCoimisinéir chun
na cuspairi a bhi leagtha amach i bPlean Paéilineachta 2020 a athbhreithnit i bhfianaise
acmhainni a bheith atreoraithe chuig COVID-19, agus dul chun cinn a chinntit ag an am
céanna ar phriomhréimsi oibre eile chomh fada agus ab fhéidir.

FREAGAIRT NA SEIRBHISE CUIRTEANNA

D’oibrigh an tSeirbhis Chuirteanna go dluth le huachtardin na ndlinsi cuirte ar fad chun
pleananna teagmhais cui a fhorbairt chun ligean do chuirteanna déileail le ceisteanna
prainneacha teaghlaigh, coiritla agus sibhialta. Bhi gach réimse agus gach cas difridil 6
thaobh na freagartha a theastaigh, amhail ctirteanna a chur ar ceal, casanna a aistriu, usaid
a bhaint as fis-teicneolaiocht, oifigi a dhunadh, oibrit go cianda, agus tacu leis na Seirbhisi
Cluirteanna i gcas danadh ar bith.

Bhi iliomad seomrai cuirte ag an tSeirbhis Chuirteanna a raibh fis-teicneolaiocht iontu, a
d’'fhéadfadh seoladh éisteachtai coimedadta go direach le priosuin a éascu, rud a laghdaigh
an ga le hollghluaiseacht priosunach chuig na cuirteanna agus 6 na cuirteanna.

Go luath sa phaindéim mhéadaigh an tSeirbhis Chuirteanna a cumas cianoibre faoi dhé do
bhreithitina agus don fhoireann agus thosaigh si ag forbairt pleananna chun a chinntit go
bhféadfai leanuint le solathar an chérais iocaiochtai cothabhala dli teaghlaigh.

Dé hAoine, an 8 Bealtaine, thug an Priomh-Bhreitheamh, Uachtarain na gCuirteanna agus
an tSeirbhis Chuirteanna breac-chuntas ar na céimeanna a bhi le glacadh chun bealach a
chruthu chun roinnt cuirteanna a oscailt de réir Threochlar an Rialtais chun Sochai agus Gno
a Athoscailt. Bhi grapa usaideoiri comhairleach bunaithe ag an tSeirbhis Chuirteanna freisin
chun a chinntiu go raibh baint ag Usaideoiri cuirte le bonn eolais a chur faoina gcinnti.
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Ag togail ar an taithi a fuarthas 6 na chéad chuirteanna cianda piolétacha sa Chuirt Uachtar-
ach agus sa Chuirt Achomhairc, tionéladh cuirteanna cianda san Ard-Chuirt, sa Chairt
Chuarda agus sa Chuirt Duiche.

Rinne grupa pleanala teagmhais na Seirbhise Cuirteanna athbhreithnit agus nuashonru ar
phleananna freisin ar bhonn laethuil, i gcomhairle le priomhphairtithe leasmhara. Foilsiodh
na socruithe ba dhéanai maidir le gach dlinse cuirte ar laithrean gréasain na Seirbhise
Cuirteanna.

An DIi Teaghlaigh

Is dual don dli teaghlaigh go mbionn go leor struis ag baint |éi do lanuineacha a bhfuil a
gcaidreamh briste sios. Thainig méadu as cuimse ar an strus sin mar gheall ar thionchar
COVID-19.

D’fhan Orduithe Cuirte maidir le rochtain i bhfeidhm i gconai agus, go ginearalta, bhi ar
phairtithe cloi leo. Mar sin féin, ag aithint dé go bhféadfadh roinnt fadhbanna né imni a
bheith ann maidir le taisteal i gcomhair cuairteanna, ar an 27 Marta, shoiléirigh Uacht-
aran na Cuirte Duiche go bhféadfadh tuismitheoiri teacht ar shocruithe comhaontaithe
le haghaidh teagmhala eile, lena n-airitear glaonna guthain, né scaidhpeail, etc. Mura
raibh na pairtithe in ann teacht ar chomhaontu maidir le socrd malartach, bhi seirbhisi
idirghabhala ar fail agus bhi leas an linbh rithabhachtach i gcénai.

D’aithin rialachain a rinne an tAire Slainte, agus a thainig i bhfeidhm ar an 8 Aibrean, an
ceart ata ag tuismitheoir, caomhndir, né duine ag a bhfuil ceart rochtana ar leanbh a
dteach a fhagail chun éifeacht a thabhairt do shocruithe maidir le rochtain ag an duine
sin nd ag tuismitheoir, caomhnadir né duine eile ag a bhfuil an ceart rochtana sin agus
rinne siad socru sainrdite maidir le heisceacht ar na srianta taistil.

| gcomhar leis an Roinn agus a Gniomhaireachtai, seoladh mol faisnéise dli teaghlaigh
COVID-19 de chuid Cholaiste na hOllscoile, Corcaigh, mar acmhainn do dhaoine a bhi
ag lorg treorach ar an dli teaghlaigh. D’ullmhaigh Coiste DIli an Teaghlaigh agus Leanai
de Dhli-Chumann na hEireann treoirlinte, freisin, do chleachtdiri agus do thuismitheoiri
ar chursai an dli teaghlaigh le linn COVID-19. Rinne an DIli-Chumann socruithe chun na
treoirlinte a sheoladh go leictreonach chuig gach aturnae cleachtach ar an 26 Marta,
2020.
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An Grupa Oibre ar Eifeachttlachtai Ceartais Choiriil

Bhi an priomhfhocas i gcomhthéacs COVID-19 ar riachtanais na gcuirteanna coiridla ar
fad ar mhaithe le hoibrit na gcuirteanna sin a uasmhéadu sa ghearrthéarma agus sa
mheantéarma araon. D'oibrigh gripa ar a raibh an Roinn ina cathaoirleach, agus ar a
raibh breithitina den Chuirt Duiche, den Chuirt Chuarda agus den Ard-Chuirt, chomh
maith le bainistiocht shinsearach 6n tSeirbhis Chuirteanna, an Garda Siochana, Seirbhis
Phriostin na hEireann, an tSeirbhis Phromhaidh agus Oifig an Stitirthéra lonchtiseamh
Poibli, i dteannta a chéile agus go déthaobhach chun bearta a shainaithint agus a chur i
bhfeidhm chun tacu le stidradh na hoibre coiriula ar fad, go hairithe trialacha giuiré a
redchtail i gcomhréir le treoirlinte scaradh soisialta.

Leanadh le bearta chun an ga le freastal ar an gcuirt a laghdu tri réitigh teicneolaiochta
faisnéise agus cumarsdide amhail Usaid na fis-teicneolaiochta le haghaidh réimse iarr-
atas cuirte lena n-airitear iarratais ar bhannai. Forbraiodh tograi reachtacha chun usaid
na teicneolaiochta fise a leathnu tuilleadh chuig cinealacha eile éisteachtai lena n-air-
itear diotchuiseamh, iontrail pléadalacha, éisteachtai pianbhreithe agus liostai glaoite
rollai. Ina theannta sin, scridaiodh smachtbhannai malartacha ar nés Usaid mhéadaithe
na scéime rabhaidh aosaigh le haghaidh cionta airithe de leibhéal iseal chun cabhru leis
an mbru ar na cuirteanna coiritla a mhaolu.

Breithniodh, freisin, roinnt tograi reachtacha agus neamhreachtacha eile chun
éifeachtulachtai breise a thabhairt isteach le haghaidh aighneachtai mionsonraithe
chuig an Aire.

An Grupa Pleanala Meantéarma maidir le Ceartas Sibhialta

Comhthreomhar leis an nGrupa Eifeachtulachta Cuirte ar an taobh coiritil, bunaiodh
grupa pleanala meantéarmach ar an taobh sibhialta.

Bhreithnigh an grupa sibhialta tionchair COVID-19 ar bhainistiu reatha casanna sibhial-
ta agus ar a mbainistiu sa todhchai sa chéras cuirteanna agus scrudaigh siad plean
struchturtha inbhuanaithe téarnaimh. Déanfaidh sé moltai maidir le bainistiu casanna
sibhialta sna cuirteanna amach anseo a d’'fhéadfadh feabhas a chur ar éifeachtulacht
agus éifeachtacht an chorais ceartais shibhialta, agus féachfaidh sé, i gcomhairle leis an
mBord um Chunamh Dlithidil agus leis an tSeirbhis Décmhainneachta, ar bhearta eile
chun brinna ar chdéras na gcuirteanna a laghdi chomh mor agus is féidir i dtimpeallacht
ata scartha go saisialta.
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Cuirfidh an Grupa san aireamh freisin an obair leantinach ata 4 déanamh ag grupai oibre
iomchui eile ata dirithe ar chéras na gcuirteanna, agus moltai uathu.

FREAGAIRT SHEIRBHIS PHRIOSUIN NA hEIREANN

Thiondil Stitrthdireacht Oibriochtai SPE cruinniti pleanala teagmhais ag deireadh mhi
Feabhra, 2020, chun socruithe teagmhais a phlé i gcomhthéacs bhagairt COVID-19. Airiodh
sa mhéid sin priosuin shabhailte a chothabhail leis na seirbhisi riachtanacha ar fad lena
n-airitear, inter alia, solathar foirne, ciram slainte, solathar Il6nadoireachta agus cothabhail
fearais agus trealaimh.

Mar chuid den phleanail don phaindéim, bunaiodh foireann ullmhachta COVID-19 le
Ceannaire Cliniciuil feidhmeannach ar leith, bainisteoir rialaithe ionfhabhtaithe, agus altra
lanaimseartha breise.

Cuireadh modul oideachais ar COVID-19 i bhfeidhm (lena n-airitear treoir maidir leis na
ndsanna imeachta cearta chun Trealamh Cosanta Pearsanta [TCP] a Usaid) d’fhoireann na
bpriosin ba mho a bhi i mbaol i dtosach baire (Cnoc na Seamar agus Déchas) agus, 6n 2
Marta, cuireadh tus le hoilitint don fhoireann i ngach priosun eile.

Achoimre ar Shocruithe Teagmhais

Cuireann COVID-19 dushlain uathula roimh instititdidi coimeadta 6 thaobh smacht a
choinneail ar leathadh an viris i measc na foirne agus na bpriosunach, agus maidir le
coireail leighis chui a chur ar fail do dhaoine ata buailte. Agus na dushlain sin a n-aithint
aici, bhunaigh Ard-Stitrthéir Sheirbhis Phriostin na hEireann, ag céim luath, Foireann
Pleanala Prainnfhreagartha (FPP) ar a raibh foireann shinsearach a bhfuil scileanna agus
taithi acu i réimsi lena n-airitear réimse oibriochtuil; caram slainte; agus rialu
ionfhabhtaithe.

Tugadh aitheantas idirnaisitinta do Sheirbhis Phriostin na hEireann as a cuid oibre chun
scaipeadh an viris a choinnedil faoi smacht. Roinn an SPE a taithi le tiortha eile tri
phaipéar a bhi comhscriofa ag an Eagraiocht Dhomhanda Slainte agus ag an lonad
Combhoibrithe um Shlainte Priosuin agus a foilsiodh san Iris Idirndisitinta Sldinte Poibli.
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De réir mar a thainig cineal na paindéime chun solais, cheadaigh an tAire O Flannagain
roinnt gniomhartha ar an 13 Marta, 2020, chun lion na ndaoine sa phriosun a laghdu
agus chun scaradh fisicitil nios mé agus clithard daoine ard-leochaileacha sa phriosun
a chinntid. Ina measc sin bhi:

e Saoradh sealadach (SS) a dheont do phriosunaigh isealriosca ar bhonn cais ar
chas. Mar is ionduil bhi SS ag brath ar dhea-iompar agus bhi gach priosiinach
faoi réir a athghabhala né a hathghabhdla i gcas saraithe.

e Chun lion na ndaoine a bhi ag dul isteach agus ag teacht amach as na priosuin a
laghdu, agus chun baill foirne riarachain a shaoradh, chun aon idiu ar lion na
n-oifigeach priosuin a mhaolu, ceadaiodh eatraimh nios faide idir sinithe isteach
le SPE do phriostinaigh a bhi scaoilte amach go sealadach.

Ta sé tabhachtach a nétail go raibh roinnt cosainti tabhachtacha i bhfeidhm. Ba é
sabhailteacht an phobail an priomhchiram - nior scaoileadh saor ar an gcaoi sin aon
phriosunaigh ar bhain baol michui leo do shabhailteacht an phobail, go hairithe daoine a
bhi ciontaithe i ndrochide sa bhaile, agus ni fhéadfai aon duine a bhi coinnithe chun
trialach a scaoileadh saor. Cuireadh tosca amhail tithiocht agus stadas slainte san
aireamh freisin agus chomhordaigh SPE leis an Roinn Tithiochta, Pleanala agus Rialtais
Aitiuil agus le FSS.

Chun cosc a chur ar thras-éillit i bpriosuin, rinneadh roinnt gniomhaiochtai, amhail
obair agus oilitint, a chiorrt chun gluaiseachtai agus idirghniomhaiochtai trasphriosuin
a laghdu, agus dunadh scoileanna priosuin. | gcomhar le Treochldr an Rialtais chun Sochai
& Gné a Athoscailt agus le rialt ionfhabhtaithe san aireamh, chuir SPE clar riosca-
bhunaithe i bhfeidhm chun teagmhais agus prétacail a choinnedil né a mhodhnt né
chun srianta a bhaint ag leibhéal an phriosuin de réir mar ba chui.
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Scagthastail agus Tastail do COVID-19 sa Phriosun

Ghlac Seirbhis Phriostin na hEireann cur chuige réamhghniomhach lena chinntit go
mbraithfi go luath aon chas féideartha de COVID-19 agus d'fheidhmigh si céras laidir
rianaithe teagmhalaithe. | gcomhréir le comhairle na hEagraiochta Domhanda Slainte
agus i gcombhairle leis an bhFoireann Naisitinta Eigeandala Slainte Poibli, cuireadh tus le
scagthastail pointe iontrala 6n 30 Marta, 2020.

D’oscail SPE aonad ar leith i gCnoc na Seamar chun aonrd aon chasanna deimhnithe a
cheadu. Bhi na priosunaigh scoite amach san aonad sin go dti gur ceadaiodh ddéibh
imeacht 6n aonru tri phréiseas tastala COVID-19. Cuireadh Trealamh Cosanta
Pearsanta (TCP) cui ar fail don fhoireann a bhi ag obair san aonad sin chun a sabhail-
teacht a chinntiu.

Freastal ar Chuirteanna

D’oibrigh Seirbhis Phriostin na hEireann go dltth leis an tSeirbhis Chuirteanna, leis an
Dli-Chumann agus leis an nGarda Siochana agus nuair ab fhéidir éascaiodh casanna
cuirte tri nasc fise.

¢ Bhi an Usaid mhéadaithe a baineadh as nasc fise do shuionna cuirte mar bheart
chun scaipeadh COVID-19 sa chéras priosuin a laghdu an-éifeachtach. Ag tus
phaindéim COVID-19 chuir Seirbhis Phriostin na hEireann, i gcomhar leis na Cuirt-
eanna, dlus le rolladh amach na teicneolaiochta chun suionna cuirte le nasc fise a
chumasu ar fud Eastat na bPriosun.

e Mar thoradh air sin thainig méadu suntasach ar Usaid naisc fise le haghaidh
laithrithe sa chuirt, 6 10% i 2019 go 50% ag deireadh 2020.

Ta saoraid naisc fise a husaid freisin le haghaidh cuairteanna, comhairliichain le
haturnaetha agus chun seirbhisi ar nés seirbhisi siciatracha, siceolaiochta agus
combhairleoireachta eile a chur ar fail.

Nior ceanglaiodh ar phriosunaigh a bhi aonraithe mar chasanna féideartha COVID-19,
no a bhi scoite amach ar chuiseanna réamhchudraim mar dhlath-theagmhalacha
féideartha, freastal le haghaidh laithrithe sa chuirt de réir threoirlinte slainte poibli.
Rinne an tSeirbhis Phriosuin gach iarracht aturnaetha agus cuirteanna a chur ar an
eolas da mba rud é go raibh priosunach aonraithe agus i gcas comhaontu éisteachta
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bannai, d'fhéadfai cead a lorg go ndéilealfai leis an gcas le linn don phriostinach a bheith
as lathair.

Coraintin agus Cuairteanna

Cuireadh gach priosunach a cimiodh chun priosuin as an nua ar coraintin ar feadh suas
le 14 13, chun an baol a laghdu go bhféadfadh priosiinach nua, a raibh an vireas ar gor
ann, COVID-19 a scaipeadh ar an bpobal ginearalta priosuin. Moladh do phriostnaigh a
bhi 70 bliain d’aois n6 nios sine, né doibh sitid a measadh a bheith leochaileach 6
thaobh slainte de, a n-idirghniomhu le priostnaigh eile né le baill foirne a laghdu, de réir
chombhairle an Rialtais.

Tar éis na srianta a d'fhégair an Rialtas ar ghluaiseachtai chun srian a chur le
scaipeadh COVID-19, cuireadh cuairteanna fisiceacha teaghlaigh ar phriosuin ar
fionrai ar an 27 Marta, 2020, agus cuireadh céras nua cuairteanna fiorula no6 fise ina
n-ait. Chun éifeachtai an chiorraithe ar fholldine priosinach a mhaold, méadaiodh lion
na gcainéal teilifise a bhi ar fail do phriosunaigh. Thug an tSeirbhis Phriostin modh
isteach freisin lenar ceadaiodh do bhaill teaghlaigh airgead a l6istedil ar line ionas go
mbeadh priosunaigh in ann leas a bhaint as earrai i siopa milsean an phriosuin.

Ag an bhfailtid, cuirfear ceisteanna Slainte agus
Sabhdilteachta ort, agus cé air a bhfuil td ag tabhairt cuairte

y I

Ag teacht le Treochlar an Rialtais, agus riala ar ionfhabhtu a chur san aireamh, chuir
Seirbhis Phriostin na hEireann measund riosca cuimsitheach i gcrich maidir le
cuairteanna fisiceacha priosuin a thabhairt ar ais. Aithniodh agus cuireadh bearta
riachtanacha chun cinn, chun a chinntit go bhféadfadh baill teaghlaigh agus cairde
filleadh ar chuairteanna fisicitla ar bhealach sabhailte.
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Staid ag deireadh na bliana

11 Marta, 2020 - 4,235 i gcoimead, 343 ar scaoileadh sealadach, 784 ar athchur
amhain

31 Nollaig, 2020 - 3,650 i gcoimead, 321 ar scaoileadh sealadach, 661 ar athchur
amhain. Laghdu - 585 (12.6%)

Deimhniodh thart ar 22 cas de COVID-19 sa chéras priosuin suas go dti an 23 Nollaig,
2020. Bhain formhér na gcasanna sin le daoine a bheith ionfhabhtaithe sa phobal sula
ndeachaigh siad isteach sa phriosun. Nior bhasaigh aon duine na nior cuireadh aon

duine san ospidéal de dheasca COVID-19 i gCéras Phriostin na hEireann le linn 2020.

GNIOMHAIREACHTAI, OIFIGI AGUS COMHLACHTAI
EILE

Seirbhisi Croinéiri agus Paiteolaiochta

Mhéadaigh Grupa Formhaoirseachta na Mortlaiochta Naisiunta, a bhi ina theagmhas seasta
i leith imeachtai olltaismeach, a luas oibriochta mar fhreagairt ar theacht na paindéime.

Cruthaiodh foghrupa Créinéiri freisin chun a bhfreagairti ar COVID-19 a chomhordu in
éineacht leis an Roinn DIi agus Cirt agus Comhionannais, an Garda Siochana, agus an Pait-
eolai Stait, le tacaiocht 6n Roinn Slainte agus 6n Roinn Tithiochta, Pleanala agus Rialtas
Aitidil de réir mar ba gha.

O tharla go raibh an Roinn DIi agus Cirt agus Comhionannais freagrach as Cuirt Chréinéara
Bhaile Atha Cliath, cheap an Roinn beirt leas-chréinéiri breise agus mhéadaigh si lion na
foirne riarachdain chun tacu le hualach oibre méadaithe chun basanna infhégartha a
thaifeadadh.

D’oibrigh na Créinéiri freisin le Feidhmeannacht na Seirbhise Slainte, an Chomhairle um
Charam Prainne Réamh-Ospidéil, an tSeirbhis Naisiinta Otharcharranna agus an Garda
Siochana chun athbhreithnit a dhéanamh ar na rialacha a bhain le bas a fhogairt chun bra a
laghdu ar dhochtuiri teaghlaigh freastal ar gach bas.
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Tar éis rannphairtiocht idir an Roinn agus an Ghniomhaireacht Bainistiochta Rialtais Aitiuil
agus an Roinn Tithiochta, Pleanala agus Rialtais Aititil freisin, fuarthas deimhnit go dtacédh

Udarais Aititla, ar iarratas, le Créinéiri le foireann riarachain le linn na paindéime agus ina
diaidh.

Cuireadh tus le Cuid 2 den Acht um an DIi Sibhialta agus an DlIi Coiritil (Foralacha II-
ghnéitheacha), 2020, a dhéilealann le Créinéiri le héifeacht 6n 21 Lunasa, 2020. Déantar
socru leis an Acht maidir le hacmhainn bhreise don tseirbhis Chroéinéara, tri iarratas i
scribhinn 6n gCréinéir don cheantar, ag lorg tdara 6n Aire, do cheann amhain né nios mé
de na gniomhartha seo a leanas:

e duine, ata ceaptha cheana féin ina Chréinéir/Crdinéir né ina Leas-Chréinéir do
cheantar eile, a shannadh mar Chréinéir breise sealadach don cheantar sin, ar feadh
tréimhse nach faide na sé mhi (a fhéadfar a athnuachan),

e duine a d'fhéadfadh a bheith ina Chréinéir/Créinéir né ina Leas-Chroinéir roimhe sin
a cheapadh ina Chréinéir/Créinéir breise sealadach don cheantar sin, ar feadh
tréimhse nach faide na sé mhi (a fhéadfar a athnuachan). Beidh uasteorainn aoise 75
bliana i bhfeidhm; agus

e duine nar ceapadh roimhe sin ina Chréinéir/Créinéir né Leas-Chréinéir ach a bhfuil
na cailiochtai riachtanacha aige/aici faoin Acht chun a cheaptha/ceaptha ina
Chréinéir/Croinéir a cheapadh ina Chréinéir/Croinéir breise sealadach don cheantar
sin, ar feadh tréimhse nach faide na sé mhi (a fhéadfar a athnuachan). Ta uasteorainn
aoise 75 bliana i bhfeidhm.

An Biuré um Shocmhainni Coiriula

In ainneoin na ndushlan a bhain le COVID-19, ghniomhaigh an Biuro go tapa agus ghlac sé
cleachtais oibre nua a chinntigh gur leanadh le hobair an Bhiuré agus ag an am céanna gur
cinntiodh sabhailteacht Oifigigh agus fhoireann an Bhiuré.

Thug an Biurd 31 cas maidir le faltas 6 choireacht os comhair na hArd-Chuirte. Mar gheall
ar na srianta slainte poibli a bhi i bhfeidhm i rith na bliana, reachtaladh éisteachtai cuirte go
cianda agus ar an lathair chun cuidit leis an mBiuré an figiur sin a bhaint amach.

| rith 2020, mar gheall ar an lion mér sécmhainni sémasacha ar deonaiodh ordu alt 4 né 4a
den Acht um Fhaltais 6 Choireacht ina leith, d'fhostaigh an Bilro seirbhisi Ti Ceantala a
reachtail, thar ceann an Bhiuré, ceantanna saincheaptha ar line a raibh teorainn ama leo, ar
reachtaladh an chéad cheann acu i mi Dheireadh Fémhair, 2020. Chun cloi le srianta
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COVID-19, reachtaladh an ceant sin ar line chun daoine a dhispreagadh 6 thaisteal gan gha
chun na sécmhainni a fheiceail n6 a inidchadh.

| mi Mhean Fémhair, 2020, d’éirigh leis an mBiurd, i gcomhar le hOllscoil Luimnigh, an cursa
Diopléma larchéime i bhFaltais 6 Choireacht agus Imscridd Sécmhainni a sheoladh. Mar
thoradh ar shrianta phaindéim COVID-19, cuireadh an cursa, ina raibh cldig mhodul, ar fail
ar line.

An Binse Cuitimh i leith Diobhalacha Coiritla

Reachtail an Binse 18 n-éisteacht achomhairc le linn 2020. As na héisteachtai achomhairc
sin, bhain 12 cinn le casanna Scéime Cuitimh i leith Diobhalacha Coiriula agus bhain 6 cinn
le cadsanna Scéim na nOifigeach Priosuin.

Mar gheall ar phaindéim COVID-19, 6 Aibrean 2020 ar aghaidh, tharla éisteachtai achomh-
airc tri theileachomhdhail, le comhaontu na n-iarratasdiri. As na 18 n-éisteacht achomhairc
a reachtaladh le linn 2020, reachtaladh 13 éisteacht tri theilechomhdhail agus reachtaladh
na 5 éisteacht eile ar an lathair go luath sa bhliain.

An Coimisiun um Chosaint Sonrai

Bhi méadu 8.8% ag an gCoimisitin um Chosaint Sonrai (CCS) ar chasanna a logaladh le linn
2020, rud a d'fhag 10,156 cas san iomlan. Ina ainneoin sin, thainig laghdu 27.4% ar na
teagmhalacha poist, riomhphoist agus teileaféin a fuarthas. Bhi ceisteanna maidir le cursai
sonrai a bhain go sonrach le COVID-19 chun tosaigh 6 Mharta go Lunasa. Ina measc sin bhi
ceisteanna faoin iocaiocht difhostaiochta phaindéime, seicedlacha aerfoirt, an aip rianaithe
COVID-19 agus cianobair, ach laghdaigh siad sin nios déanai sa bhliain.

Thainig laghdu 34% bliain ar bhliain ar lion na ngearan chuig an CCS le 4,660 i 2020 i
gcompardid le 7,049 i 2019. Bhi laghdu 35% ar fhiosruchain reachtula a osclaiodh i 2019 go
13, 6 20 an bhliain roimhe sin. Ag an am céanna ni raibh rata na ngearan a tugadh chun
criche i 2020 laghdaithe ach 1.7%, bliain ar bhliain, ag seasamh ag 4,476 do 2020.

Coslil le comhlachtai eile, bhi an CSS in ann Usaid a bhaint as tairseach COVID-19 chun
méadu 166% a sholathar ar chinnti foirmiula a rinneadh faoi na hAchtanna Sonrai, ag
eisitdint 771 2020 i gcomparaid le 29 i 2019. Thainig méadu 50% ar ionchuisimh freisin, ach
thainig laghdu 9.7% ar imscriduithe.
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Eolaiocht Fhoiréinseach Eireann

Mar sheirbhis riachtanach, d’fhan Eolaiocht Fhoiréinseach Eireann ar oscailt ag gach céim
de shrianta COVID-19, chun tacu leis an gcdras ceartais.

Bhi roinnt dudshlan ar leith ag baint le dearadh agus nadur na n-aiseanna chomh maith le
teorainneacha aitiochta i 2020, ach bhi bealai nua oibre agus athruithe seasmhacha mar
thoradh air sin freisin. Den chéad uair, chuir eolaithe EFE teistiméireacht shaineolach i
lathair go cianda tri theicneolaiocht fischomhdhala. Ag cur san direamh go mbionn foireann
EFE i Iathair i gclirteanna ar fud na tire, is céim chun cinn suntasach é sin d'fhoireann EFE 6
thaobh éifeachtulachta de.

Thuairiscigh EFE ar bheagnach 22,000 imscrudu i 2020, lena n-airitear beagnach 6,000 6
Mhéarloirg agus Doiciméid & Lamhscribhneoireacht. Is ionann é sin agus méadu 36% ar na
casanna a tuairisciodh i gcomparaid le 2019.

D’fhorbair EFE Meabhran Tuisceana le hEolaiocht Fhéiréinseach Thuaisceart Eireann maidir
le comhoibriu frithphairteach. Ta clar oibre comhoibriche forbartha, faoin gComhaontu Idir-
Rialtasach ar Chomhoibrit maidir le Cursai Ceartais Choiridil, agus ta an obair sin faoi lan-
seol.

T4 EFE tar éis roinnt athruithe reachtacha a mholadh don Roinn DIi agus Cirt freisin chun
éifeachtulacht agus éifeachtacht na seirbhisi a sholathraionn si a fheabhsu agus chun
éifeachtulacht na hearnala ina hiomlaine a fheabhsu.

Coimisiun Ombudsman an Gharda Siochana

Ar chomhairle na n-udaras slainte dhin COGS a oifig phoibli i mi an Mharta, 2020, agus
cuireadh trealamh ar fail do 110 ball foirne den 125 ball foirne de chuid COGS chun go
bhféadfaidis oibriu go cianda le riomhairi gltiine. Bhi an 15 eile feistithe chun oibrit go
cianda laistigh de roinnt seachtaini.

Nior chuir an ddnadh isteach ar chumas COGS gearain a fhail - go deimhin, bhi lion na
ngearan a fuarthas i 2020 11% nios airde na mar a bhi i 2019.

Nuair a cuireadh deireadh leis an gcéad dianghlasail, cuireadh bearta i bhfeidhm chun
filleadh ball foirne ar an oifig a éascu de réir a chéile i gcomhréir le comhairle slainte poibli,
tri obair chumaisc. D'fhag na socruithe sin gurbh fhéidir linte teileaféin COGS a atosu, ach
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d’fhan an oifig phoibli dinta. Bhi daoine den phobal fés in ann gearain a dhéanamh le COGS
ar roinnt bealai, lena n-airitear tri riomhphost, comhfhreagras i scribhinn agus ar line.

Gearain a bhain le COVID-19

Chinn Coimisiin an Ombudsman go mbeadh sé tairbheach don Gharda Siochana
faisnéis fior-ama a roinnt faoin eispéireas a bhi ag an bpobal ar an bpdilineacht, né an
dearcadh a bhi acu ar an bpdéilineacht ag an am sin, rud a chuidigh le bonn eolais a chur
faoi chinnteoireacht an Gharda Siochana maidir le dualgais bhreise phailineachta i
dtaca le COVID-19.

Idir Marta agus deireadh na bliana, luadh COVID-19 i 295 gearan le COGS. Mar a
dhéantar le gach gearan chuig COGS, rinneadh measunu ar na gearain sin chun a fhail
amach ar chomhlion siad na critéir maidir le hinghlacthacht.

Cinneadh go raibh seasca a hocht (68) neamh-inghlactha; ligeadh 50 ar aghaidh lena
n-imscrudu; bhi 24 fés oscailte ag deireadh na bliana agus nior lean an chuid ba mho
den chuid eile ar aghaidh go dti an chéim ‘fiosrichain’, is é sin, nior thug gearanaigh

déthain sonrai chun go bhféadfai an gearan a mheas féachaint an bhféadfai glacadh

leis.

Cigireacht an Gharda Siochana

Mar fhreagairt ar an ngéarchéim leantnach slainte poibli, chuir Cigireacht an Gharda
Siochana Plean Freagartha COVID-19 i bhfeidhm chun aon rioscai do shlainte agus folldine
na foirne, na bpriomhphairtithe leasmhara agus an phobail i gcoitinne a mhaolu; agus ag an
am céanna leanuint ar aghaidh ag solathar priomhfheidhmeanna.

Mar thoradh ar roinnt athruithe suntasacha ar an timpeallacht ina bhfeidhmionn an Chigir-
eacht, lena n-airitear géarchéim COVID-19, rinne an Chigireacht athbhreithniu foirmidil ar a
Plean Oibre. Chuaigh an Chigireacht i dteagmhail le roinnt priomhphairtithe leasmhara chun
cabhru le haon saincheisteanna péilineachta nua, né cinn a bhi ag teacht chun cinn, a aithint
agus chun a chinntiu go ndireofai inidchtai amach anseo ar na réimsi ba mhoé dochar agus
riosca.

Cuirfear san aireamh i ngach cigireacht amach anseo an chomhairle agus na bearta slainte
poibli is déanai ata riachtanach chun aon rioscai don fhoireann agus d’aon duine a théann i
dteagmhail leis an gCigireacht le linn an phrdisis cigireachta a mhaolu.
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An Oifig um Chosaint Idirnaisianta

Thit lion na ndaoine a bhi ag lorg cosaint idirnaisiunta mar gheall ar phaindéim COVID-19.
D’ainneoin dushlan suntasach, d’'fthan an Oifig um Chosaint Idirnaisitnta (OCI) ar oscailt i
gcombhréir lena hoibleagaidi idirnaisiinta chun deis a thabhairt déibh siid ar mhian leo
cosaint idirndisiinta a éileamh é sin a dhéanamh. Meastar gur seirbhis riachtanach i gconai i
solathar na saoraide chun ligean do dhaoine cosaint idirnaisiunta a éileamh, lena n-airitear le
linn na géarchéime COVID-19.

Bhi tionchar tromchuiseach ag paindéim COVID-19 ar iarrachtai chun tréimhsi ama prois-
eala a fheabhsu, rud a laghdaigh go mér aschur na gcinnti agus a raibh tionchar aige ar an
sprioc a leag an OCl sios cinnti céadchéime a dhéanamh i bhformhér mér na gcasanna
laistigh de 9 mi.

Ba é priomhfhdcas na hOCI a coras proiseala a choinneail ag feidhmiu chomh héifeachtach
agus chomh héifeachtuil agus ab fhéidir, agus ag an am céanna cloi leis na bearta ar fad a
bhi i bhfeidhm chun scaipeadh COVID-19 a chomhrac. Ni mér a admhail, afach, go bhfuil
proiseail na n-iarratas casta agus go bhfuil measunu aonair tuillte ag gach iarratas agus go
ndéantar sin air.

Casanna OCI ar feitheamh ag deireadh 2020

An chéad chéim: Bhi 5,279 iarratas idir lamha ag an Oifig um Chosaint Idirnaisiunta ar
an 31 Nollaig, 2020.

Athbhreithnit ar Chead Fanachta: Bhi 505 cas Athbhreithnithe ar Chead Fanachta idir
ldmha ar an 31 Nollaig, 2020.

Aonad Cinnti an Aire: Bhi 538 cas ag fanacht ar chinneadh 6n Aire in ACA ag deireadh
2020.

An Binse Achomhairc um Chosaint Idirndisitnta

Thug treochtai tosaigh 2020 le fios go raibh an Binse direach ar an sprioc chun a phriomh-
spriocanna feidhmiochta don bhliain a bhaint amach. Ar an iomlan, afach, thainig laghdu
46% ar aschur an Bhinse i 2020 i gcomparaid le 2019 mar gheall ar phaindéim COVID-19
agus na bearta mar thoradh air sin.

Ba é an laghdud ba mhé na 70% ar achomhairc a éisteadh, titim 6 1536 i 2019 go 465 i
2020. Thainig laghdu 47% ar lion na n-achomharc a cuireadh i gcrich.
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Dar leis an mBinse, tharla an cur isteach ar ghné den chuid ba mhd, mar chuid amhain den
chreat inimirce pointe go pointe, mar gheall ar shrianta COVID-19 ar chliaint agus ar
chleachtéiri araon, chomh maith le bearnai cianéisteachta i ndail le hionaid solathair dhirigh
ag laithreacha éagsula agus le saincheisteanna léistiochta maidir le doiciméadu.

Seirbhis Décmhainneachta na hEireann

Cé gur thit iarratais 6% go 3,800 le linn 2020, laistigh den fhigiur sin thainig méadu 12.5%
ar iarratais ar Shocrd Décmhainneachta Pearsanta. Thainig laghdu 7% ar chasanna nua alt
115A.

Ceadaiodh 30% nios [ Deimhnithe Cosanta i 2020 (1402 i gcomparaid le 1986) agus bhi
titim 15% i socruithe a ceadaiodh.

Bhi méadu suntasach ar Dheimhnithe Cosanta agus ar Shocruithe araon a formheasadh tri
na Cuirteanna sa chéad da mhi de 2020, roimh an laghdu suntasach sa dara raithe mar
gheall ar an bPaindéim agus dunadh na gCuirteanna ina dhiaidh sin.

Chonacthas roinnt téarnaimh i Raithe 3, 2020, de réir mar a athosclaiodh na cuirteanna
agus bhi cleachtéiri docmhainneachta pearsanta in ann bualadh le cliaint go fiordil, agus
lean an treocht sin i Raithe 4. Mar sin féin, ba é an ghlanéifeacht na laghdu ar fhormheas-
anna le haghaidh Deimhnithe Cosanta agus Socruithe don bhliain iomlan cé nar thainig ach
laghdu beag ar Shocruithe Décmhainneachta Pearsanta (an réiteach a dhéilealann le fiacha
urraithe) laistigh den fhigilur socruithe sin.

Thainig laghdu 50% ar lion na bhféimheachtai a breithniodh i 2020 i gcomparaid le 2019
toisc nach raibh na cuirteanna in ann sui mar gheall ar shrianta COVID-19 agus i gcomh-
théacs laghdaithe ghinearalta i gcdsanna den sért sin. | mi Eanair, 2021, bhog an Chuirt go
cian-éisteachtai le haghaidh casanna lena chinntit nach dtarlédh aon riaraiste agus déileal-
faidh si le haon éileamh borrtha.

Oifig Aicmithe Scannan na hEireann

| 2020, bhi lion na scannan a cuireadh isteach suas go dti an 17 Marta ar aon dul leis an
mbliain roimhe sin, ach sa tréimhse 6n 17 Marta go dti an 31 Nollaig bhi na figiuiri an-
difridil. Chiallaigh sé sin nach raibh ach 279 scannan curtha isteach i 2020 i gcomparaid le
948 sa bhliain roimhe sin. Léirionn sé sin titim 70% agus bhi sé sin nios suntasai i R3 agus
R4. Bhi lion na nDVDanna a cuireadh isteach ar aon dul le lion 2019.
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Tugadh 2,454 aicmiut san iomlan i 2020, i gcomparaid le 3,111 i 2019, ar laghdd 21% a bhi
ann. Thainig laghdu 39% freisin ar thracht ar laithredn gréasain Oifig Aicmithe Scannan na
hEireann le linn 2020 - 140,000 amas a bhi ann i 2019.

Ni bhfuarthas ach ceithre iarratas ar scannain i mi Eanair, 2020, i gcomparaid le 107 in
Eanair, 2020. Léirionn na figitiri sin an tionchar a bhi ag COVID-19 ar oscailti pictidrlann
agus cur amach scannan ag an trath sin.

An Bord um Chinamh Dlithidil

Thainig laghdi 20% ar Dheimhnithe um Chunamh Dlithidil a d’eisigh an Bord - 11,623 i
2020 i gcomparaid le 14,531 i 2019. Bhi cdsanna Scéim na gCleachtéiri Priobhaideacha sios
25% go 7,893 1 2020 i gcomparaid le 10,532 i 2019. Chuir srianta COVID-19 go priomha
teorainn leosan ag leibhéal na Cuirte Duiche.

Ba é an titim ba mho, mar a léiritear i sonrai gaolmhara na gcuirteanna, 53% i dtéarmai cas-
anna Cosanta Ildirnaisiunta; 1,227 i 2020 i gcomparaid le 2,593 i 2019.

Thainig laghdu 14% ar chasanna idirscartha bhreithitnaigh agus colscartha an Bhoird i 2020
i gcomparaid leis an mbliain roimhe sin. Thainig méadu 8% ar an gcasobair a bhain le for-
éigean baile, 6 3,249 i 2019 go 3,494 i 2020, afach. Bhi 1,491 ar liosta feithimh an Bhoird
ag deireadh na bliana 2020 - laghdu 24% 6 1,963 i 2019.

Bhain 2,431 duine Usaid as an Line Chabhrach Cunaimh Dhlithitil agus Idirghabhdla nua a
thug an Bord isteach mar fhreagairt ar COVID-19 le linn 2020. | dtéarmai scéimeanna
cunaimh dhlithiuil choiridil a oibrionn an Bord, bhi méadu 14% ar an Scéim Athbhreithnithe
um Chombhairle DlIi i Staisitiin an Gharda Siochana (suas go dti 4,534); méadu 49% ar an
Scéim um Shaincheisteanna Coimeadta - 266 cas san iomlan i 2020 - ach laghdua 13% ar
éilimh faoi Scéim an Bhiuré um Shécmhainni Coiritla, a sheas ag 7.

An tUdaras Rialala Seirbhisi DIi

Fuair an tURSD 1,422 gearan le linn 2020 ach ni raibh a fheidhmeanna nua ach ag teacht i
bhfeidhm agus mar sin nil aon treochtai nios luaithe ann le cur i gcomparaid leo sa réimse
seo. Choinnigh an tURSD a bhfeidhmeanna ag imeacht le tacaiochtai cianoibre, ach bhi
roinnt tionchair ag srianta COVID-19 orthu.
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Bhi an obair ar ghearain a réiteach go neamhfhoirmidil beagan casta toisc narbh fhéidir
cruinnithe duine le duine a thairiscint chun gearain a réiteach. Cuireadh moill ar an aistriu
pleandilte foirne go dti an t-aitreabh nua i mi Aibreain mar gheall ar theacht na paindéime
agus chomhairle an Rialtais maidir le hoibriti 6n mbaile. Osclaiodh an oifig go hoifigiuil ar an
31 Lunasa do lion beag foirne. Mar sin féin, bhi formhér fhoireann an URSD ag obair go
cianda suas go dti deireadh na bliana agus ina dhiaidh sin.

Ta bailit an Tobhaigh Reachtuil ag leanuint ar aghaidh le comhlionadh de bhreis is 99% agus
ta Rolla na nAbhcéidi Cleachtacha & chothabhail go héifeachtach. Cé go bhfuil Binse nua
Araionachta Cleachtéiri Dli nach mér bunaithe, is déigh go gcuirfidh bearta COVID-19
isteach ar stiuradh éisteachtai.

An Bord Athbhreithnithe Meabhair-Shlainte (An DIi Coiritil)

| mi an Mharta, 2020, thug an tAire toilid don Bhord Athbhreithnithe a nésanna imeachta a
leasu chun go bhféadfai éisteachtai a reachtail tri theileachomhdhail. D’ainmnigh an tAire an
Bord Athbhreithnithe freisin faoi ailt 29 agus 31 den Acht um an DIi Sibhialta agus um an
DIi Coiritil (Foralacha lighnéitheacha), 2020, chun socrt a dhéanamh go bhféadfai cruinn-
ithe agus éisteachtai an Bhoird a reachtail go cianda.

| rith 2020, bhi méadu beag ar lion na n-éisteachtai athbhreithnithe a reachtail an Bord, le
203 éisteacht athbhreithnithe ar choinneail othar sa Phriomh-Ospidéal Meabhair-Ghalar i
gcompardid le 198 an bhliain roimhe sin.

Oifig Chigire na bPriosun

Chuir paindéim COVID-19 timpeallacht dhushlanach i lathair maidir le céireail agus
coinniollacha sna priosuin a inidchadh. | bhfianaise na srianta a cuireadh i bhfeidhm i
bpriosuin chun scaipeadh COVID-19 a chosc, lena n-airitear cdrais shrianta agus
teorainneacha ar chuairteoiri seachtracha chuig priosuin, bhi an fhormhaoirseacht ar
phriosuin thar a bheith tdbhachtach i rith na bliana. D’fhan an Chigireacht tiomanta da
feidhm formhaoirseachta i 2020, in ainneoin na ndushlan a chruthaigh COVID-19.

Ba iad seo a leanas gniomhaiochtai na Cigireachta a bhain le COVID-19 idir Marta agus
Nollaig, 2020:

196



An Roinn Dli agus Cirt
Department of Justice

e Tugadh cuairteanna gairide ar na 12 phriosun ar fad idir 26 Marta agus 5 Bealtaine,
2020, agus ina dhiaidh sin rinneadh glaonna teileaféin ar Rialtéiri na bpriosun idir
Aibrean agus luil, 2020.

e Cumarsaid leantnach le Seirbhis Phriostin na hEireann, lena n-airitear tuarascalacha
laethula agus seachtainitla priostin é Ard-Stitrthdir SPE.

e Forbairt tuarascala i gcomhar le hOllscoil Mha Nuad ar thionchar an chlutharaithe ar
dhaoine faoi choimead.

Le tosti COVID-19, thug Ceanncheathrt SPE nuashonruithe don Chigireacht ar an staid a
bhi ag teacht chun cinn ar fud eastat na bpriosun. | measc na cumarsaide bhi glaonna gach
coicis le hArd-Stitrthéir SPE, na nuachtlitreacha faisnéise ar fad a daileadh ar bhaill foirne
agus ar phriosunaigh a chur ar fail agus figiuiri laethula i dtaca le scaipeadh COVID-19 a
chur ar fail.

An tUdaras Rialala Seirbhisi Maoine

Coinniodh leibhéil ghno trid is trid, agus nior thainig ach laghdu 4.4% ar cheadunais a eis-
iodh i rith 2020. Thainig méadu 61% ar an mbliain roimhe ar imréiteach riaraisti gearan, le
197 gearan curtha i gcrich i 2020.

Ar an gcaoi chéanna, bhi méadu 79% ar iniuchtai comhlionta go 281 san iomlan i 2020.
Cuireadh 77 gcas Ciste Cuitimh i gcrich, méadu 61 ar 2019.

Thainig méadu 237% ar fhiosruithe riomhphoist, le 6,608 diobh ann san iomlan don
tréimhse 2020. Ar an iomlan bhi méadt 220% ar thracht riomhphoist an URSM.

Oifig an Phaiteolai Stait

Bhi rél rithabhachtach ag Oifig an Phaiteolai Stait, mar gheall ar an rdl ar leith ata ag an
Oifig ina hidirghabhalai idir na Créinéiri, an Garda Siochana, Damh na Paiteolaiochta
(Colaiste Rioga Lianna na hEireann) agus marbhlanna ar fud na tire, chun treoirlinte agus
cleachtas i leith scruduithe iarbhais a fhorbairt ar leibhéal naisiunta.

Shocraigh an Paiteolai Stait solathar foirne a chéimnit chun an riosca a theorannu oiread
agus ab fhéidir. Spreagadh gach paiteolai chun oibriti go cianda nuair ab fhéidir agus
bunaiodh cianrochtain ar chomhaid agus ar bhunachair shonrai don fhoireann ar fad.
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Chloigh Oifig an Phaiteolai Stait le gach treoir 6 Fheidhmeannacht na Seirbhise Slainte, agus
le gach treoir slainte poibli agus Rialtais, le linn phaindéim COVID-19. Caitheann paiteol-
aithe Stait Trealamh Cosanta Pearsanta i gconai nuair a bhionn siad i mbun a gcuid oibre
agus lean siad orthu ag freastal ar laithreacha bais nuair a iarradh an freastal sin né nuair a
bhi ga leis.

An tSeirbhis Phromhaidh

Thiondil an tSeirbhis Phromhaidh grupa pleanala teagmhasai a chlidaigh priomhfheidhm-
eanna agus a d'oibrigh leis an bhFoireann Bhainistiochta Shinsearach maidir le comhordu
gniomhaiochtai timpeall ar COVID-19. Tarchuireadh na himpleachtai ar fad maidir le cinnti
solathair seirbhise go larnach chun freagairti comhordaithe a éascu de réir mar a thainig
saincheisteanna chun cinn. Sa chas gur roghnaigh ciontdiri iad féin a aonrd, mar shampla,
gan freastal ar sheirbhis phobail, lean an fhoireann phromhaidh na gnathnésanna imeachta
i.e. doiciméid/deimhniu leighis a lorg etc.

Chuir an tSeirbhis Phromhaidh deireadh le teagmhail duine le duine 6 6pm, 12 Marta, nuair
a dhdn an tSeirbhis gach suiomh seirbhise pobail, ag cur cuairteanna baile ar fionrai agus ag
coinneail teagmhala le ciontdiri ar an nguthan. Aithniodh ciontéiri ardtosaiochta agus
coinniodh teagmhail dhirithe leo. D’fhan an tSeirbhis Phromhaidh i dteagmhail le Seirbhis
Phriostin na hEireann chun a chinntit nach ngéarédh aon cheann da gcuid gniomhartha ar
rioscai SPE. Thug an tSeirbhis patrtin oibre céimnithe isteach freisin d’fhoireann na Ceann-
cheathrun, chun riosca a laghdu.

O Bhealtaine, 2020, d'fhill an fhoireann ar an obair ar bhonn céimnithe agus uainchlair, chun
agallaimh chliaint agus obair riachtanach eile a éascu. Chuir baill foirne a gcleachtas in
oiritiint, ag obair le ciontodiri ag baint Usaid as teagmhail teileafdin agus ag nascadh le priomh-
eagraiochtai comhphairtiochta chun tacu le sabhailteacht phobail.

Leanadh den obair a rinne foirne na Seirbhise Promhaidh a bhi lonnaithe i bpriosuin. Agus i
ag obair i gcomhphairtiocht le Seirbhis Phriostin na hEireann, le hionaid choinneéla leanai
agus leis an tSeirbhis Chuirteanna, thug an tSeirbhis Phromhaidh tus aite freisin d’ullmhu
tuarascalacha faoi athchur i gcoimead do na Cuirteanna, i gcdsanna a bhi fés ar siul.
Eascaiodh agallaimh naisc fise 6 Oifigi ainmnithe den tSeirbhis Phromhaidh i ngach priosun.

Mar gheall ar shrianta slainte poibli, reachtaladh an tSeachtain Idirnaisiinta don Cheartas
Aisirioch le seiminear gréasain, a d’eagraigh baill de ghrdipa na hEireann den tionscadal
Eorpach Ceartas Aisirioch: Straitéisi d'Athrd, i gcomhar leis an Roinn.
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In ainneoin na timpeallachta ddshlanai, leanadh den obair laistigh den tSeirbhis Phromhaidh
ar mhunla fostaiochta na Fiontraiochta Séisialta a fhorbairt do dhaoine le ciontuithe. | mi na
Samhna, 2020, sheol an tAire Dli agus Cirt, Eiléana Nic an tSaoi TD, ‘Ag Obair chun Athru a
Dhéanamh’ - Straitéis Fiontar Sdisialta agus Fostaiochta, 2021-2023, 6n Roinn DIi agus
Cirt. Leagtar amach sa straitéis sin spriocanna uaillmhianacha chun cur leis na roghanna
fostaiochta do dhaoine a bhfuil taifid choirilla acu, agus tégann si ar bhunus laidir tac-
aiochtai ata ann cheana féin.

An tUdaras Péilineachta

Mar aon leis an oiread sin comhlachtai poibli eile, chuir an tUdaras a chleachtais oibre in
oiritint don saol nua mar a bhi agus nuair a chuaigh an tir faoi dhianghlasail i lar mhi an
Mharta, leanadh le hobair agus le formhaoirseacht an Udarais gan laghdu, in ainneoin go
ndeachaigh cuid mhér den obair go cianobair. D’aithin an tUdaras go gcaithfeadh sé a chuid
oibre formhaoirseachta ar an nGarda Siochana a choinneail ar bun agus, nuair ab fhéidir, i a
neartu sna cuinsi nua a thainig chun cinn mar gheall ar Phaindéim COVID-19. Bhi g le
freagairt chomhréireach i dtéarmai formhaoirseachta de bharr na gcumhachtai eisceachtula
a tugadh do Ghardai sa reachtaiocht éigeandala.

Bhi formhaoirseacht thrathdil, leaninach agus thrédhearcach tabhachtach agus ta si fés
tabhachtach chun dearbhu a thabhairt go n-usaidtear na cumhachtai sin go comhréireach
agus ar bhealach atd comhsheasmhach le hionchais an phobail. Mar a d'iarr an tAire DIi agus
Cirt, sholathair an tUdaras formhaoirseacht bhreise ar phéilineacht le linn 2020 agus chuir
deich dtuarascail ar fheidhmiocht phéilineachta COVID-19 i dtoll a chéile agus d'fhoilsigh
iad.

199



An Roinn DIi agus Cirt
Department of Justice

Aguisin 1: Gniomhaireachtai, Oifigi agus Comhlachtai faoi choimirce na
Roinne

Oibrionn muid i gcomhphairtiocht le gach Gniomhaireacht, Oifig agus Comhlacht ata faoi choimirce
na Roinne Dli agus Cirt.

Is féidir liosta cuimsitheach, lena n-airitear na Boird/na Binsi ar fad ata faoi choimirce na Roinne, a
fhail ar laithrean gréasain na Roinne.

| Ceartas Sibhialta
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Bliain tagartha |A. Lioniomlan |B. Luach C.Lioniomlan na |D. Luach iomlan na
2020 na gconarthai a |iomlan na gconarthai a gconarthai a
eisiodh a bhi os |gconarthai a eisiodh a bhi os eisiodh a bhi os
cionn €25,000 |eisiodh abhi |cionn€25,000 cionn €25,000 de
de réir earnala |os cionn de réir earnala réir earnala
tosaiochta €25,000 de tosaiochta agus a |tosaiochta
réir earnala bhfuil SPG curtha |agus a bhfuil SPG
tosaiochta san direamh acu curtha san aireamh
acu
Earndil
Tosaiochta
lompar 3 Nil sé taifeadta 0 0
,Caiteachais ar 5 Nil sé taifeadta 0 0
Aitreabh Qifige
Tairgi & Seirbhisi Nil sé taifeadta
.. 2 0 0
Glantachain
Trealamh 19 Nil sé taifeadta 0 0
Saotharlainne
Telcneplallc?cht 19 Nil sé taifeadta 0 0
na Faisnéise
Loistin 2 Nil sé taifeadta 0 0
Coiriocht Nil sé taifeadta
d’larrthoiri 2 0 0
Tearmainn
Selll’b|"1I,SI 9 Nil sé taifeadta 0 0
Gairmiula
Melde?nna 58 Nil sé taifeadta 0 0
lomlana
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Aguisin 3: Spriocanna Forbartha Inbhuanaithe

| mi Mhedn Fémbhair, 2015, ghlac Ballstait na Naisiin Aontaithe Clar Oibre 2030 don
Fhorbairt Inbhuanaithe (“Ar nDomhan a Athrd 6 Bhonn”). Is plean gniomhaiochta é Clar
Oibre 2030 do dhaoine, plainéad agus rathinas agus ta feidhm aige maidir le tiortha
forbartha agus tiortha ata i mbéal forbartha araon. Is é fécas Chlar Oibre 2030 na 17 Sprioc
Forbartha Inbhuanaithe (SFI) agus a 169 bhfo-sprioc faoi seach.

Cumhdaionn na SFl uaillmhianta amhail:

deireadh a chur leis an mbochtaineacht
forbairt eacnamaioch inbhuanaithe

cosaint an chomhshaoil

rochtain ar sheirbhisi sldinte agus oideachais
comhionannas inscne

sochaithe siochanta

obair fhiintach

Notailtear gniomhartha na Roinne Dli agus Cirt ag

8.7 Frithbhearta maidir le gainnedil ar dhaoine

Chun aghaidh a thabhairt ar ghainnedil ar dhaoine ar bhealach iomlanaioch ta ga le rann-
phairtiocht pairtithe leasmhara éagsula agus i measc na bpriomhghniomhaiochtai a rinneadh
le déanai, n6 ata le cur i gcrich go luath amach anseo, ta:

202

Ainmnit Choimisitin na hEireann um Chearta an Duine agus Comhionannas (CECDC)
mar Rapoirtéir Naisitinta neamhspleach na hEireann um Ghainneail ar Dhaoine faoi
airteagal 19 de Threoir an AE maidir le Gainneail ar Dhaoine;

Tus le hathbhreithnit ar an Acht um Cheartas Coiritil (Cionta Gnéasacha), 2017, a
rinne coir de cheannach gnéis mar chuid de chur chuige nios leithne maidir le daoine
a ndéantar gainneail orthu isteach sa striapachas a chosaint;

An Roinn do dhul i mbun pléiti le heagraiochtai neamhrialtasacha chun réitigh ar
sholathar céiriochta d'iospartaigh na gdinnedla a shainaithint, go hairithe mna ar
iospartaigh den dushaothra gnéis iad;

Bunu féraim d’iospartaigh agus do phairtithe leasmhara maidir le gainneail ar
dhaoine, a thainig le chéile faoi dhé go dti seo, agus a scridéidh an ga leis an bPlean
Gniomhaiochta Naisiinta maidir le Gainneail ar Dhaoine ata ann cheana a nua-
shonrq, lena n-airitear freagairt don ghealltanas i gClar an Rialtais straitéis


https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
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chuimsitheach a ghlacadh agus a chur i bhfeidhm chun gainnedil ar mhna agus ar
chailini a chomhrac;

e QOibriu leis an bhFéram in athbhreithnit ar an Meicniocht Atreoraithe Naisitinta in
Eirinn, ag foghlaim é mhunlai dea-chleachtais i mBallstait eile an AE;

e Dréachtu reachtaiochta chun an creat piondsach ar smuigléireacht daoine a neartd,
agus ar an mbealach sin tri (3) ionstraim dli idirnaisiinta a chur i bhfeidhm sa réimse;
agus

e Seoladh comhfheachtais ilmhean idir an Roinn Dli agus Cirt agus an Eagraiocht Idir-
naisiinta um Imirce (Ell) chun feasacht an phobail ar Ghainnedil ar Dhaoine a
mhéadu. Ta dha phriomhchuspoir leis an bhfeachtas feasachta:

1. Feasacht an Phobail a Mhéadu maidir le Gainneail ar Dhaoine in Eirinn agus iad a
oilidint chun comharthai gainneéla a aithint;

2. Feasacht ar Thacaiochtai d’lospartaigh a Mhéadu. T4 sé mar aidhm ag an
bhfeachtas a chur in il d'iospartaigh go bhfuil cabhair ar fail agus conas i a lorg.

T4 acmhainni suntasacha geallta ag an nGarda Siochana chun gainneail ar dhaoine in Eirinn
a imscrudu agus a ionchuiseamh. T4 Aonad Garda speisialaithe, an tAonad um Imscradu
agus Comhordd um Ghainneail ar Dhaoine (AICGD), i bhfeidhm 6 2009 chun imscriduithe a
dhéanamh ar ghainneail ar dhaoine agus chun comhairle, tacaiocht agus, nuair is ga, cainamh
oibriochtuil a sholathar d’imscruduithe ag leibhéal an cheantair. Ta an Garda Siochana
gniomhach freisin maidir le buionta gainneala tri obair a dhirionn ar choireacht eagraithe -
ag dirid ar a gcuid airgid, an Usdid a bhaineann siad as an idirlion agus tri bheith ag obair go
dlath le dlinsi eile.

Ta an Roinn ag déanamh dianstaidéir ar an tuarascail agus ar na moltai ata san direamh i
dTuarascail 2020 ‘Gainneail ar Dhaoine’ 6 Roinn Stait na Stat Aontaithe. Coinnionn Eire
dlath-theagmhail leanunach leis na Stait Aontaithe ar an gceist sin agus cuirfidh an tuarasc-
ail le hobair leantinach na Roinne ar an bPlean Gniomhaiochta Naisitnta chun Gainneail ar
Dhaoine a Chosc agus a Chomhrac.

e 10.7 Polasaithe imirce

Foilsiodh an Comhaontt um Imirce agus Tearmann Dé Céadaoin an 23 Mean Fémhair,
2020, agus cuimsitear ann Teachtaireacht a chuir Coimisiin an AE ar aghaidh agus pacaiste
naoi n-ionstraim. Leagtar amach sa Chomhaontu tosaiochtai an AE sna blianta amach
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romhainn a neartéidh cumas an AE freagairt do dhushlain a chruthaionn an imirce, agus a
chruthdéidh an imirce, don AE sna deich mbliana atd romhainn.

Tacaionn an Roinn go hiomlan le hiarrachtai an AE chun déileéil le ceist na himirce ar
bhealach cuimsitheach iomlanaioch lena n-airitear:

o deiseanna méadaithe do chonairi dlithitula maidir le ligean isteach, lena
n-airitear athlonnu;

o bunu agus cur i bhfeidhm na gComhaontuithe Comhphairtiochta le triu
tiortha tabhachtacha;

o aghaidh a thabhairt ar bhunchuiseanna na himirce, agus comhaontuithe

um fhilleadh agus athiontrail a fheidhmiu.

Ta gealltanas i gClar an Rialtais bealai nua a chruthd do dhaoine ata gan doiciméid le fada,
agus da gcleithiunaithe, a chomhlionann critéir shonraithe chun a stadas a thabhairt chun
rialtachta laistigh de 18 mi 6 bhunu an Rialtais, ag tabhairt aird ar thiomantais an Aontais

Eorpaigh agus an Chomhlimistéir Taistil.

e Ta Eire, mar aon le Ballstait eile den AE, tiomanta, faoin gComhaontt Eorpach
um Inimirce agus um Thearmann (2008), do chur chuige cas ar chas seachas
ollriald.

e Ta paipéar beartais ar an abhar 4 dhréachtu ag an Roinn, lena n-aireofar
measunu ar dhea-chleachtais idirndisiinta. Breathnéfar ar scéimeanna
rialtachta roimhe seo, amhail Scéim na Mac Léinn, 2018, agus scéimeanna da
leithéid nios luaithe, in aon bheartas amach anseo.

Chun aghaidh a thabhairt ar cheist na nlmirceach gan Doiciméid, ta scéim inimirce 4
forbairt ag an Roinn a thabharfaidh stadas cénaithe - faoi réir critéar sainithe - do mhion-
aoisigh gan doiciméid agus do dhaoine da dteaghlach a bheidh in éineacht leo sa Stat.
Tathar ag féachaint freisin ar an scéim a chlidaionn tabhairt chun rialtachta imirceach
airithe gan doiciméid a chénaionn go fadtéarmach sa Stat agus ar féidir a mheas gur chuir
siad seirbhis luachmhar ar fail don Stat i réimsi amhail an earnail cdraim shéisialta. Ta an
dara togra sin fés ina rogha beartas ata & breithniu.

Ta dréachtphaipéar beartais a fhorbairt agus ta taighde déanta freisin chun an cleachtas is
fearr a fhail amach maidir le himircigh gan doiciméid a thabhairt chun rialtachta i ndlinsi eile
an AE. Chomh maith leis an taighde sin, beidh ga freisin le rannphairtiocht mhionsonraithe
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le priomhphairtithe leasmhara. Beidh comhairle dli ag teastail 6 Oifig an Ard-Aighne.
Cuirfear paipéar breithnithe le haghaidh an Aire ar fail go luath.

e 16.1-16.5 bearta chun foréigean, gainneail, aisghabhail sécmhainni, riail an dli agus
bearta frithéillithe a laghdu

Agus na dushlain dhomhanda a bhaineann leis an gcoireacht airgeadais a n-aithint
aici, ta Eire ina pairti i roinnt ionstraimi idirndisiiinta frithéillithe lena n-airitear
Coinbhinsiun na Naisiin Aontaithe i gcoinne an Eillithe (CNAE), Coinbhinsitin na
hEagraiochta um Chomhar agus Fhorbairt Eacnamaiochta (ECFE) maidir le Cur i
gcoinne Breabaireacht a Dhéanamh ar Oifigigh Phoibli Choigriche in Idirbhearta
Gné Idirnaisiunta, agus Coinbhinsitin Chomhairle na hEorpa maidir le hEillid (a
ndéanann comhlacht an Ghrupa Stat in aghaidh an Eillithe (GSE) monatdireacht
orthu). Leis na comhaontuithe comhroinnte sin cothaitear frithsheasmhacht in
aghaidh an éillithe agus na coireachta airgeadais idirnaisiunta.

Ta plean nua trasrialtais chun dul i ngleic le coireacht eacnamaioch agus le héilliu le
bheith faoi stitir an Aire tar éis fhoilsiu an Athbhreithnithe ar Struchtuir agus ar
Straitéisi chun Coireacht Eacnamaioch agus Eilliti a Chosc, a Imscridu agus a Phiondsu.
Ba é an tUasal James Hamilton, iar-Stitrthéir na nlonchuiseamh Poibli, a bhi i gceannas
ar an athbhreithniu.

Ta faomhadh na Comh-aireachta faighte ag an Aire Nic an tSaoi chun plean gniomh-
aiochta forfheidhmithe a thabhairt ar aghaidh i leith mholtai an Athbhreithnithe, le
hamlinte socraithe. Aithneofar sa phlean tosaiochtai is féidir a chur i bhfeidhm sa
ghearrthéarma, amhail achtd an Bhille um Nés Imeachta Coiritil, ata ar an gclar
reachtach reatha lena achtu.

Combhlanéidh tionscnaimh frithéillithe eile, amhail an tuarascail ata le teacht 6 Chigir-
eacht an Gharda Siochana ar Bhagairt na Caimiléireachta Inmheanai a Chomhrac, an
tionscnamh sin.

| measc na moltai ata le cur san direamh sa phlean nua ta:
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« Combhairle Chomhairleach i gcoinne Coireacht agus Eillit Eacnamaioch a bhunt
chun moltai a chur faoi bhraid an Rialtais ar straitéisi agus beartais chun dul i ngleic
le coireacht agus éillit eacnamaioch;

e Fdram buan d’ionadaithe sinsearacha 6 ghniomhaireachtai Stait chun comhoibrit
nios fearr agus comhroinnt faisnéise a éascu;

o Oilitint leantnach d'imscradaitheoiri coireachta eacnamaiche agus éillithe eacnam-
aioch;

e Duli mbun pleiti leis na breithitina maidir le forbairt oiliiina do chasanna coireachta
eacnamaiche / éillithe eacnamaioch agus an fhéidearthacht maidir le speisialtéir-
eacht bhreithitnach sa réimse;

e Socru a dhéanamh maidir le hOifig an Stitrthéra um Fhorfheidhmiu Corparaideach
agus leis an gCoimisitin um lomaiocht agus Cosaint Tomhaltéiri ina n-imscruduithe
chun fianaise a fhail tri isdid a bhaint as modhanna ceilte, ar aon dul leis an nGarda
Siochana agus leis na Coimisinéiri loncaim;

e An reachtaiocht Ceartais Choiritil a leasu chun barantais chuardaigh neamhspleacha
a cheadu a cheadéidh don Gharda Siochana a cheangal ar dhaoine ata faoi réir
barantais ghabhala pasfhocail a sholathar do ghairis leictreonacha a bhfuil dinéir-
eacht acu orthu no6 ata faoina rialu.

Is é an Biuré um Shocmhainni Coiritla (BSC) an comhlacht a bhfuil sé de chiram air
faltais 6 iompar coiridil a aithint agus a imscridu agus gniomhaiochtai a dhéanamh
faoin dli chun na tairbhi a bhaineann le sécmhainni, ar faltais as iompar coiritil iad, a
dhiultd agus a bhaint de dhaoine tri na sécmhainni sin a reo, a choinnedil agus seilbh a
ghabhail orthu.

Ta modhanna an BSC tar éis teacht chun cinn chun dul i ngleic le modhanna nua
coiriulachta. Le blianta beaga anuas ta an BSC tar éis déileail le roinnt casanna a
bhaineann le criptea-airgeadra. | mi Feabhra, 2020, chuir an tAire failte roimh riald na
hArd-Chuirte de bhun iarratais 6n BSC a cheadaigh suim nios mé na luach €52 millidan
de Bitcoin a ghabhail. Is ionann an cas airithe sin agus ceann de na sécmhainni
aonluacha is mo a ghabh an BSC riamh.

Lean an BSC lena chomhoibriu fairsing le gniomhaireachtai forfheidhmithe dli i
dTuaisceart Eireann, lena n-airitear Seirbhis Péilineachta Thuaisceart Eireann (SPTE),
Coimisinéiri loncaim agus Custaim na Banriona (CICB) agus an Ghniomhaireacht
Naisiunta Coireachta (GNC).
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Go hidirnaisiunta, leanann an Biuré ag déanamh idirchaidrimh agus imscriduithe le
huddarais forghniomhaithe dli agus bhreithitnacha ar fud na hEorpa agus ar fud an
dombhain agus ta sé éifeachtach ag an leibhéal idirnaisiinta mar an Oifig um Aisghabhail
Sécmhainni (OAS) ainmnithe in Eirinn.

Thug an Biurd €5.4 millidn ar ais do Rialtas na Nigéire freisin tar éis Meabhran Tuisc-
eana idir Eirinn agus Poblacht Chénaidhme na Nigéire a shiniti i mi Dheireadh Fémhair,
2020. Ba é seo an chéad uair a rinne Eire gniomh den sort sin agus léirionn sé go
leantar de thiomantas na hEireann do chomhoibrit idirnaisiiinta sa troid i gcoinne an
éillithe agus do chuidiu le tiortha a ndearna an t-éillii dochar doibh roimhe seo.

Mar chuid da thiomantas mar Oifig um Aisghabhail S6cmhainni, comhoibrionn an BSC
lena chomhghleacaithe ar fud an domhain. Le linn 2020, fuair an Biuré 121 iarratas ar
chunamh agus bhi sé in ann faisnéis a sholathar maidir leis na hiarratais sin ar fad.
Fuarthas na hiarratais 6 29 tir ar fud an domhain.
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Aguisin 4: Gniomhaiochtai na nUdaras Innitil um Chombhlionadh Frith-Scitrtha
Airgid

Gniomhaiochtai na nUdaras Innitil um Chomhlionadh Frith-Scitrtha Airgid - tuarascail
faoi alt 65 den Acht um Cheartas Coiritil (Sciiradh Airgid agus Maoinit Sceimhlitheoir-
eachta), 2010, arna leasu

Le halt 108 den Acht um Cheartas Coiritil (Scitradh Airgid agus Maoiniu Sceimhlith-
eoireachta), 2010, rinne an tAire Dli agus Cirt, mar Gdaras inniuil faoin Acht arna leasu,
feidhmeanna udaras innitil an Aire a tharmligean chuig an Aonad Comhliontachta um
Fhrith-Sciuradh Airgid (ACFSA) sa Roinn. Is uirlis thabhachtach faisnéise é laithrean
gréasain an ACFSA, www.amlcompliance.ie, a usaideann an tACFSA chun faisnéis a

scaipeadh agus feasacht a ardu, agus ta naisc air chuig tuarascail bhliantuil iomlan an
ACFSA don bhliain 2020.

| 2020, rinne imscrudaitheoiri rialala an ACFSA 215 chigireacht ar an lathair ar an
iomlan ar na daoine ainmnithe a ndéanann sé formhaoirseacht orthu. Cuireadh isteach
ar chigireachtai ar feadh roinnt mionna 6 mhi an Mharta, 2020, de dheasca na
paindéime.

| gcigireachtai 2020 bhi 141 chigireacht ar Dhioltéiri Earrai a bhfuil Luach Ard acu; 62
chigireacht ar Sholathraithe Seirbhise lontaobhais n6 Cuideachta (SSICanna); cigireacht
amhain ar Chlub Chomhaltai Priobhaideacha agus 11 chigireacht ar Chomhairleoiri
Canach/Cuntasoéiri Seachtracha.

Déanann an tACFSA Solathraithe Seirbhise lontaobhais né Cuideachta a udaru, freisin.
Rinne sé 181 athnuachan ar udaru SSIC, iarratas nua ar SSIC agus culghairm SSIC a
phroisedil i 2021. | mi an Mheithimh, 2020, rinne an tACFSA cur i lathair do 476
rannphairti domhanda ag Féram Maoirseoiri an Tascfhérsa um Ghniomhaiocht
Airgeadais do Ghnothai agus Gairmithe Neamhairgeadais Ainmnithe, agus i mi
Dheireadh Fomhair, 2020, reachtail an tACFSA seiminear gréasain ar an téama
‘idirbheart amhrasach a thuairiscit’ ar ar fhreastail breis agus 370 rannphairti.
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Aguisin 5: Inbhuanaitheacht

1. Fuinneamh

Bhi dualgas ar an Roinn DIi agus Cirt, dala gach comhlachta phoibli, de réir reachta, laghdu
33% a bhaint amach ar fhuinneamh a Usaideadh, thar bhonnline 2009, faoi dheireadh 2020.
Déanann Udaras Fuinnimh Inmharthana na hEireann monatéireacht ar an dul chun cinn
agus tuairiscionn siad air gach bliain.

Léirionn sonrai sealadacha do 2020 gur baineadh amach coigilteas fuinnimh 46%.

Ni mér breathnu ar thorthai 2020, afach, mar thorthai aimhrialta. Is léir gurbh é paindéim
COVID 19 an tionchar ba shuntasai a bhi ar idit fuinnimh na Roinne le linn 2020. Mar
thoradh ar iarmhairti direacha na freagartha ar an bpaindéim dunadh oifigi poibli go
sealadach, agus bhi an chuid ba mhé dar bhfoireann ag obair 6n mbaile, nuair ab fhéidir.

Ba é an toradh a bhi air sin na coigilteas direach fuinnimh toisc nach raibh riomhairi,
monatairi, soilse, etc. & n-Usaid. Mar sin féin, ni raibh coigilteas chomh hard agus a bhiothas
ag suil leis ar dtus, mar, mar shampla, fit nuair a bhi aitiocht laghdaithe ag foirgneamh, bhi
ga fos leis an bhfoirgneamh iomlan a théamh.

Cé nach raibh baill ar bhFoirne Glas in ann teacht le chéile go pearsanta, cuireadh tus le
hoilidint don fhoireann, agus leanann an Roinn de bheith rannphairteach i scéim feasachta
Oifig na nOibreacha Poibli, Fuinneamh a Bharrfheabhsu @ an Obair.

Ta spriocanna nua do laghdu fuinnimh tagtha in it na sprice “33% faoi 2020” anois -
laghduithe 50% in idiu fuinnimh agus in astaiochtai gas ceaptha teasa le bheith bainte
amach faoi 2030.
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EnPl performance to date
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Grid Electricity: 2,710,319 kWh TFC

Energy Savings

EnPI: 18.9% better than 2019

EnPI: 46.0% better than baseline

2012
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Actual

Target
Glidepath

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Year

Fossil: 6,589,815 kWh TFC Renewable: 400,967 kWh TFC

Consumption (TPER): 16.6% less than 2019
Consumption (TPER): 43.7% less than baseline

(Foinse: Udaras Fuinnimh Inmharthana na hEireann)
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2. Frithdirimh charbdin

Faoi chiorclan RCP 019-001-2020 6n Roinn Cosanta Poibli agus Athchdirithe, ag tosu in
2020, ceanglaitear ar an Roinn DIi agus Cirt na hastaiochtai carbdin a bhaineann le gach
eitilt oifigitil a dhéantar laistigh de bhliain féilire a thaifeadadh, agus méid comhfhreag-
rach a ioc isteach sa Chiste um Ghniomhu ar son na hAeraide, bunaithe ar an rata
canach carbéin a bhi i reim (€26 in aghaidh an tonna i 2020). T4 an iocaiocht a ceang-
laiodh don bhliain 2020 déanta ag an Roinn.

Ta lion na n-eitilti, iomlan an charbdin agus an frithaireamh carbdéin da dheasca sin don
Roinn, do 2020, léirithe inar gcairt.

lomlan carbdin Frithaireamh carbdin
Mi | Lion na nEitilti incg ag €0.026/cg

Ean 103 26781.96 696.33
Feabh 99 20733.28 539.07
Madr 41 14564.08 378.67
Aib 0 0 0.00
Beal 1 62.5 1.63
Meith 1 86.9 2.26
1dil 3 890.6 23.16
Lun 8 1255.64 32.65
MF 1 62.2 1.62
DF 4 1239.1 32.22
Samh 15 4570.1 118.82
Noll 8 4554 118.40
lomlan 284 74800.36 1944.81

O 2021 ar aghaidh, foilseofar frithairimh charbdin d'eitilti ar laithrean gréasain na

Roinne, ar bhonn raithiuil.
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