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P In 2022, the EU Early Warning System (EWS) on new psychoactive substances (NPS) celebrates its
25th anniversary. Operated by the EU drugs agency (EMCDDA) in close cooperation with Europol and other partners,

E U EAR LY it was the first regional early-warning mechanism set up to monitor and respond to uncontrolled new drugs.
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‘ SYSTE M Early warning is the first stage in a three-step legal A new psychoactive substance is defined as a new

framework designed to allow the European Union narcotic or psychotropic drug, in pure form or in
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a public health threat comparable to that posed by
substances listed in these conventions.
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168 public health
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