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MINISTER'S FOREWORD

As Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, it is my great pleasure to launch the State of
the Nation’s Children: Ireland 2014. This is the fifth report in a biennial series prepared
by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs in association with the Central
Statistics Office and the Health Promotion Research Centre at the National University
of Ireland, Galway.

This report provides socio-demographic data and measures of the child well-
being indicators. These cover children’'s health, education and social, emotional
and behavioural outcomes. It also looks at both formal and informal services and
relationships. It aims to inform Government policy on children, young people and
families.

The 2014 report is an updated version of the 2012 report. Through the continuation of
the State of the Nation’s Children series, my Department will continue to highlight and
address the issues arising around the coverage, timeliness and use of data on child
well-being.

The State of the Nation's Children: Ireland 2014 report is an important resource that
helps those who seek a better understanding of our children’s lives. As such, it will help
us towards our goal of making Ireland a better place for children, young people and
their families.

Dr. James Reilly, TD
Minister for Children and Youth Affairs
December 2014
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INTRODUCTION



This is Ireland's fifth biennial State of the Nation’s Children report. These reports are
compilations of data from many sources. They provide the most up-to-date data on the
National Set of Child Well-being Indicators in one place and aim to:

m chart the well-being of children in Ireland;

m track changes over time;

= benchmark progress in Ireland relative to other countries;

= highlight policy issues arising.

OUTLINE OF REPORT

This State of the Nation’s Children report is presented in four sections, as follows:

m Part 1: Socio-demographics: This section provides information on the child
population, child mortality, family structure, parental education level, Traveller
children, foreign national children, children with a disability and children as carers.
Data are largely drawn from Vital Statistics and the Census of Population.

m Part 2: Children’s relationships: This section provides information on children’s
relationships with their parents and peers, including, for example, levels of reported
bullying and children’s friendships. Data are drawn from the Health Behaviour of
School-aged Children (HBSC) surveys and the Programme for International Student
Assessment (PISA) surveys.

= Part 3: Children's outcomes: This section provides information on children’s health
outcomes, educational outcomes, and social, emotional and behavioural outcomes,
including, for example, smoking, alcohol and cannabis use, births to teenage qirls,
health conditions and hospitalisation, educational attainment and self-reported
happiness. Data are drawn from, among others, the Health Behaviour of School-
aged Children (HBSC) surveys, the Programme for International Student Assessment
(PISA) surveys, the National Intellectual Disability Database, the National Physical
and Sensory Disability Database and the National Perinatal Reporting System.

m Part 4: Formal and informal supports: This section provides information on a
range of supports, both formal and informal, including school, housing, antenatal
care, immunisation and economic. Data are drawn from, among others, the European
Union Survey on Income and Living Conditions (EU-SILC), Health Behaviour of
School-aged Children (HBSC) surveys, National Perinatal Reporting System, Vital
Statistics (CSO), Triennial Assessment of Housing Needs, and Programme for
International Student Assessment (PISA) surveys.
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NEW DEVELOPMENTS

This State of the Nation's Children: Ireland 2014 represents an update of the 2012
report. In this report, there is new data for many of the indicators. The indicators for
which there is no new data are those that draw on the Census of Population and the
Health Behaviour of School-aged Children Survey; the latest source for these is 2011
and 2010 respectively.

One new measure has been introduced in order to complement existing data (see
below).

MEASURE | DATA SOURCE

Number and percentage of children on out-patient (OP) waiting lists, by waiting time Patient Treatment Register
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KEY FINDINGS 2014

The child population of Ireland increased by an estimated 17.9% between 2002 and
2014 (Population and Migration Estimates, 2014).

61.3% of all child deaths in 2013 occurred in the period of infancy (Vital Statistics,
2013).

Approximately 1 in 6 children live in a lone-parent household (Census of the
Population, 2011).

1in 3 children live in families where the mother has a third-level qualification
(Census of the Population, 2011).

The number of Traveller children increased by 30.3% between 2006 and 2011
(Census of the Population, 2011).

The number of foreign national children increased by 49.5% between 2006 and
2011 (Census of the Population, 2011).

Almost 6% of the child population in Ireland have a disability (Census of the
Population, 2011).

5.6 per 1,000 children provide regular unpaid personal help for a friend or family
member with a long-term illness, health problem or disability (Census of the
Population, 2011).

Older children find it more difficult to talk to their mothers when something is really
bothering them (HBSC Survey, 2010).

The percentage of children who report that they find it easy to talk to their father
when something is really bothering them has increased from 48.1% in 1998 to
66.6% in 2010 (HBSC Survey, 2010).

Significantly more girls than boys report that their parents spend time just talking
with them (PISA Survey, 2012).

Approximately half of 15-year-old children report that their parents discuss with
them how well they are doing at school (PISA Survey, 2012).

Approximately 73% of 15-year-old children report that their parents eat a main
meal with them around a table (PISA Survey, 2012).

Almost 9 out of 10 children have 3 or more friends of the same gender (HBSC Survey,
2010).
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3 out of 4 children have a pet of their own or a pet in their family (HBSC Survey, 2010).

Immigrant children, Traveller children and children with a disability and/or chronic
illness are significantly more likely to report being bullied at school (HBSC Survey,
2010).

Nearly 25% of the 4,220 Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) services
contracted to deliver the Free Pre-School Year Scheme in 2013 met the higher
capitation requirements (ECCE Database, 2013).

Approximately 1in every 9 primary school children misses 20 days or more in the
school year (Primary Pupil Absence Report, 2010/11).

Approximately 1in every 6 post-primary school children misses 20 days or more in
the school year (Post-Primary Pupil Absence Report, 2010/11).

Retention rates to the completion of the Leaving Certificate have increased by
almost 8 percentage points - from 82.3% of children in the 1997 school entry
cohort to 90.1% of children in the 2007 school entry cohort (Education Statistics
Database, 2013).

There has been a significant increase in print reading literacy scores among
15-year-olds in Ireland (PISA Survey, 2012).

Print mathematics literacy scores of 15-year-olds in Ireland are above the OECD
average (PISA Survey, 2012).

Science literacy scores of 15-year-olds in Ireland are above the OECD average (PISA
Survey, 2012).

The percentage of low birth weight babies has increased slightly over the last 5 years
(National Perinatal Reporting System; Healthcare Pricing Office, 2013).

Breastfeeding initiation rates have continued to increase (National Perinatal
Reporting System; Healthcare Pricing Office, 2013).

Half of the total hospital discharges of children in 2013 were children under 5 years
of age (Hospital In-Patient Enquiry, 2013).

The number of hospital discharges among children with a diagnosis of ‘transport
accidents’ has decreased by 20% between 2009 and 2013 (Hospital In-Patient
Enquiry, 2013).

The percentage of children aged 7 classified as being in the ‘'normal’ weight category
has increased by 3 percentage points over the period 2010-2012 (WHO European
Childhood Obesity Surveillance Initiative, 2012).
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m Approximately 6 in 10 children registered as having an intellectual disability are
boys (National Intellectual Disability Database, 2013).

m Approximately 1 in 3 children on the National Physical and Sensory Disability
Database are registered as having multiple disabilities (National Physical and
Sensory Disability Database, 2013).

= The number of child welfare and protection reports increased by 3.5% between
2012 and 2013 (Child Care Quarterly PI Metrics, 2013).

m The percentage of children aged 10-17 who report that students at their school
participate in making the school rules has increased by more than 10 percentage
points between 2006 and 2010 - from 22.5% in 2006 to 32.6% in 2010 (HBSC
Survey, 2010).

= More than one-third of 15-year-old children report that reading is one of their
favourite hobbies (PISA Survey, 2012).

m Cigarette smoking is significantly higher among Traveller children (HBSC Survey,
2010).

m The percentage of children aged 10-17 who report never smoking has increased
from 50.8% in 1998 to 73.5% in 2010 (HBSC Survey, 2010).

m Traveller children are more likely to report being drunk at least once in the last 30
days (HBSC Survey, 2010).

m The percentage of children aged 10-17 who report never having had an alcoholic
drink increased from 40.0% in 2002 to 54.1% in 2010 (HBSC Survey, 2010).

m Cannabis use is significantly higher among immigrant children, Traveller children
and children with a disability and/or chronic illness (HBSC Survey, 2010).

= The number of babies born to girls aged 17 and under decreased by 47.8% between
2009 and 2013 (Vital Statistics, 2013).

m Approximately 1in 4 children aged 15-17 report that they have had sex (HBSC Survey,
2010).

= Approximately 4 in 10 girls aged 15-17 report feeling happy with the way they are
(HBSC Survey, 2010).

m Approximately 9 in 10 children aged 10-17 report being happy with their lives at
present (HBSC Survey, 2010).
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In 2013, there were 13 suicides by children aged 10-17 (Vital Statistics, 2013).

In 2013, more than twice as many girls as boys presented at hospital emergency
departments following deliberate self-harm (National Registry of Deliberate Self-
Harm, 2013).

Childrenin Ireland have one of the highest levels of physical activity among 40 WHO
countries and regions (HBSC Survey, 2010).

Children in higher social classes are more likely to eat breakfast on 5 or more days
per week (HBSC Survey, 2010).

1in 5 children aged 10-17 report drinking soft drinks that contain sugar at least once
a day (HBSC Survey, 2010).

In 201, Ireland’s public expenditure on education was 6.2% of Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) and was above the EU-27 average (Department of Education and
Skills, 2011).

In 2013, 17.9% of children were considered to be at risk of poverty (EU-SILC, 2013).
In 2013, 11.7% of children experienced consistent poverty (EU-SILC, 2013).

In 2011, there were 43,578 households with children identified as being in need of
social housing (Triennial Assessment of Housing Needs, 2011).

9 in 10 children report feeling safe in the area where they live (HBSC Survey, 2010).

The percentage of children who report that there are good places in their area to
spend their free time has increased from approximately 42% in 2006 to 51% in
2010 (HBSC Survey, 2010).

Over the 5-year period 2008-2012, the number of children referred to the
Garda Diversion Programme has decreased by 42.8% (Report of the Committee
Appointed to Monitor the Effectiveness of the Diversion Programme, 2012).

Early antenatal care is lowest among younger pregnant women (National Perinatal
Reporting System; Healthcare Pricing Office, 2013).

In 2013, 84.2% of newborn babies were visited by a Public Health Nurse within
48 hours of discharge from hospital for the first time (Outturn of Quarterly
Performance Indicator Returns, 2013).

In 2013, 88.1% of children had the 7-9 Month Developmental Check on time
(Outturn of Monthly Activity Data Returns, 2013).
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= In 2013, the national uptake rates of D, P,, T,, Hib,, Polio, and HepB, for children at
24 months of age reached the target of 95% (Immunisation Uptake Statistics, 2013).

m The number of children on an in-patient/day-case waiting list awaiting treatment
increased by 17.3% between 2010 and 2014 (Patient Treatment Register, 2014).

= The number of children in the care of the HSE increased by approximately 20.8%
between 2008 and 2013 (Quarter 4 Addendum Return 2013 - Addendum 6).

= In 2013, the most common reason for children being admitted to psychiatric
hospitals/units and child and adolescent units was for ‘depressive disorders’
(National Psychiatric In-Patient Reporting System, 2013).



PART 1:
SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHICS
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CHILD POPULATION

The child population of Ireland increased by an estimated 17.9%
between 2002 and 2014.

Measure

The number of children.

Key findings
m In 2014, there were an estimated 1,194,462 children living in Ireland. This accounted
for about one-quarter (26%) of the total population of Ireland.

Differences by age, gender and over time
m 609916 were boys and 584,546 were qgirls (see Table 1).

Table 1: Number of children under 18, by age and gender (April 2014)

Male Female Total Cumulative Total
Total population (age 0-17) 609,916 584,546 1,194,462
Total population (all ages) 2,279,685 2,329,942 4,609,627
Age
Under 1 34,980 33,275 68,2565 68,255
1 36,571 35,025 71,696 139,851
2 38,435 37025 75,460 215,311
3 37236 36,466 73,702 289,013
4 37,403 36,152 73,655 362,568
5 37227 35,952 73,179 435,747
6 36,347 35,435 71,782 507529
7 34,383 32,928 67311 574,840
8 33,076 31,737 64,812 639,652
9 33,389 31,377 64,766 704,418
10 32,658 31,563 64,221 768,639
11 32,381 31,169 63,540 832,179
12 31,690 30,543 62,233 894,412

continued



CHILD POPULATION

Table 1 (continued)

Age Male Female Total Cumulative Total
13 31,310 29,660 60,970 955,382
14 30,950 29,445 60,395 1,015,777
15 31,248 29,5600 60,748 1,076,525
16 30,642 28,961 59,603 1,136,128
17 29,991 28,343 58,334 1,194,462

Source: Population and Migration Estimates, April 2014

m The percentage of children has decreased over the past 33 years, from 36.2% in

1981 to 25.9% in 2014 (see Table 2).

m The number of children fell over the period 1981 to 2002 from 1,246,443 to

1,013,031. Since 2002, it increased by 17.9%, to stand at 1,194,462 in 2014.

Table 2: Number of children and percentage of population under 18, by gender in April

(selected years 1981-2014)

Year Boys % of all Girls % of all Total % of all

males females ages
1981 638,768 36.9 607,675 35.5% 1,246,443 36.2
1986 630,985 36.7 599,165 33.8% 1,230,150 347
1991 587,655 335 557738 31.5% 1,145,393 325
1996 550,389 30.6 521,683 28.6% 1,071,972 29.6
2002 519,483 26.7 493,548 25.0% 1,013,031 259
2006 531,606 256.1 505,246 23.9% 1,036,752 245
2011 586,050 256.8 558,463 24.2% 1,144,613 25.0
2012 595,900 26.3 569,482 24.6% 1,165,382 254
2013 603,222 26.5 578277 24.9% 1,181,499 25.7
2014 609,916 26.8 584,546 25.1% 1,194,462 259

Source: Censuses of the Population; Population and Migration Estimates, April 2014

Differences by geographic location
m In 2013, Ireland had the highest percentage of children in the European Union
(25.6%). The EU-28 average was 18.8% (see Table 3 and Figure 1).

SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHICS

—
-
<
al




STATE OF THE NATION'S CHILDREN - IRELAND 2014

Table 3: Percentage of population under 18 in January in the EU-28, by country (1993, 2003 and 2013)

1993 2003 2013
EU-28 n/a 20.3 18.8
Country

Austria 21.2 20.0 177
Belgium 21.8 20.9 20.4
Bulgaria 23.6 186 16.2
Cyprus 29.6 25.6 202
Croatia n/a 20.1 18.4
Czech Republic 25.3 19.4 175
Denmark 21.0 22.1 21.2
Estonia 258 20.9 185
Finland 23.1 21.4 19.9
France 24.1 229 2922
Germany 19.4 1856 16.0
Greece 22.7 18.6 176
Hungary 24.2 19.9 177
Ireland 31.5 25.6 25.6
Italy 19.3 172 16.8
Latvia 25.3 20.9 171
Lithuania 26.6 23.0 183
Luxembourg 211 222 20.6
Malta n/a 23.0 18.1
Netherlands 219 222 20.6
Poland 29.1 22.7 183
Portugall 239 19.6 179
Romania 274 21.7 189
Slovakia 204 229 18.7
Slovenia 24.1 188 173
Spain 232 178 179
Sweden 22.0 21.7 20.2
United Kingdom 229 22.4 21.2

n/a = not available
Source: Eurostat
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CHILD POPULATION

Figure 1: Percentage of children in EU-28, by country (2013)
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CHILD MORTALITY
61.3% of all child deaths in 2013 occurred in the period of infancy.

Measure

The number of deaths of children.

Key findings
m In 2013, 372 children died in Ireland. This equated to an overall child mortality rate
of 3.1 per 10,000.

Differences by age, gender and over time
m 61.3% of all child deaths in 2013 occurred in the period of infancy (age less than 1 year)
(see Table 4).

Table 4: Number and rate (per 10,000) of deaths of children, by age (2009-2013)

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

No. Rate No. Rate No. Rate No. Rate No. Rate

Total 403 3.6 413 3.7 393 3.4 399 3.4 372 3.1
Age

Under 1 247 336 271 36.2 262 36.2 250 335 228 320

1-4 b9 2.3 45 1.7 31 1.1 45 1.6 47 1.6

5-9 23 0.7 30 1.0 25 038 27 0.8 31 09

10-14 31 1.1 29 0.7 22 0.7 33 1.1 27 09

16-17 43 2.5 45 2.6 b3 3.2 44 2.6 39 22

Source: Vital Statistics (CSO)

m The mortality rates were consistently higher for boys (3.4 per 10,000) than for girls
(2.9 per 10,000) (see Table 5).



CHILD MORTALITY

Table 5: Rate (per 10,000) of deaths of children, by gender (2009-2013)

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Total 3.6 3.7 3.4 3.4 3.1
Gender

Boys 4.9 4.2 39 3.7 3.4

Girls 3.1 3.1 29 3.1 29

Source: Vital Statistics (CSO)

Differences by cause of death

m In 2013, the category with the largest number of child deaths was ‘congenital
malformations' (see Table 6). This was followed by ‘certain conditions in the
perinatal period’ and ‘injury and poisoning'.

Table 6: Number of deaths of children, by age and cause of death (2013)

Under 1 1-4 5-9 | 10-14 15-17 All children

No. No. No. No. No. No.

Total 228 47 31 27 39 372
Main cause

Malignant neoplasms 2 7 10 7 3 29

Certain conditions in the perinatal period 107 - - - - 107

Congenital malformations 88 13 3 4 2 110

Sudden Infant Death Syndrome 22 1 - - 0 23

Injury and poisoning - 6 5 4 20 35

Other 9 20 13 12 14 68

Source: Vital Statistics (CSO)

m More boys than girls died in each category according to cause of death, with the
exception of ‘Sudden Infant Death Syndrome’ and 'Other' (see Figure 2). This was
particularly notable in the category ‘injury and poisoning', where more than four
times as many deaths were recorded for boys (29) than for girls (6).
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Figure 2: Number of deaths of children, by gender and cause of death (2013)
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Source: Vital Statistics (CSO)

Differences by geographic location

m In 2012, the infant mortality rate across the EU-28 ranged from 9.0 per 1,000 in
Romania to 1.6 per 1,000 in Slovenia (see Table 7). The infant mortality rate in
Ireland was 3.5 per 1,000. This was below the EU-28 average of 3.8 per 1,000.




Table 7: Infant mortality rate (per 1,000 live births) in EU-28, by country (1992, 2002 and 2012)

CHILD MORTALITY

1992 2002 2012
EU-28 9.3 5.4 3.8
Country

Austria 75 4.1 3.2
Belgium 82 4.5 3.8
Bulgaria 159 13.3 78
Croatia 11.6 70 36
Cyprus 111 4.7 35
Czech Republic 99 4.1 2.6
Denmark 6.6 4.4 34
Estonia 18.7 5.7 36
Finland 5.2 3.0 2.4
France 6.8 4.2 35
Germany 6.2 4.2 3.3
Greece 84 5.1 29
Hungary 14.1 72 49
Ireland 6.5 5.0 3.5
Italy 78 4.1 29
Latvia 176 9.8 6.3
Lithuania 16.3 8.1 39
Luxembourg 85 5.1 2.5
Malta 10.8 54 5.3
Netherlands 6.3 5.0 3.7
Poland 175 75 46
Portugal 9.2 5.0 3.4
Romania 133 17.3 9.0
Slovakia 12.6 7.6 5.8
Slovenia 89 38 1.6
Spain 71 4.1 3.1
Sweden 53 33 2.6
United Kingdom 6.6 5.2 4.1

Source: Vital Statistics (CSO); Eurostat

m In general, the child mortality rate across the EU-28 is higher for boys than for girls
(see Table 8). Child mortality rates are also substantially higher in the age group
0-4 years than for any other age group.
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Table 8: Rate (per 10,000) of deaths of children aged 0-19 across selected countries in EU-28, by age and

gender (2012)
0-4 years 5-9 years 10-14 years 15-19 years

Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls
EU-28 9.6 8.0 1.0 0.9 1.3 0.9 2.8 1.5
Country
Austria 7.7 74 0.9 0.8 1.4 1.0 2.8 19
Belgium 105 7.6 1.1 1.0 1.5 09 30 1.5
Bulgaria 220 156 2.2 2.1 32 1.6 5.6 2.6
Croatia 9.3 8.0 1.0 1.1 15 09 33 1.7
Cyprus 11.2 6.7 0.4 1.8 32 0.8 3.3 0.0
Czech Republic 6.9 5.0 0.7 12 1.7 0.8 3.2 22
Denmark 73 7.4 1.1 04 0.6 0.6 1.8 1.0
Estonia 82 8.7 1.1 09 1.3 0.7 3.1 1.1
Finland 6.0 59 0.8 1.3 1.1 0.7 2.7 1.7
France 9.6 7.7 09 0.7 1.1 09 2.7 1.3
Germany 8.3 71 09 0.8 1.1 0.6 2.7 1.3
Greece 7.2 6.0 1.1 0.8 1.1 0.7 30 19
Hungary 10.7 10.9 0.8 1.2 2.2 1.0 2.4 1.9
Ireland 8.6 7.4 0.9 0.8 1.1 1.1 3.1 2.1
Italy 70 6.2 0.7 0.7 1.0 0.8 24 12
Latvia 14.8 12.6 2.2 1.0 1.3 0.9 59 3.1
Lithuania 10.7 8.1 1.9 2.0 2.6 09 6.1 22
Luxembourg 6.0 4.8 0.0 0.0 0.6 0.7 5.1 32
Malta 116 134 1.0 0.0 0.9 1.8 0.0 2.7
Netherlands 9.3 75 1.2 0.8 1.2 0.8 22 15
Poland 1.2 9.1 1.3 1.0 16 1.2 42 19
Portugal 7.6 73 09 1.3 14 1.1 2.5 1.0
Romania 21.9 19.1 2.6 1.8 38 19 5.2 30
Slovakia 15.0 11.7 1.6 09 2.0 1.0 4.8 2.0
Slovenia 4.6 4.7 1.3 0.0 0.4 1.3 2.3 1.0
Spain 72 6.4 1.0 0.8 1.1 0.7 2.2 1.1
Sweden 70 5.4 0.8 05 1.0 1.1 2.6 1.8
United Kingdom 10.7 856 1.0 0.8 1.0 0.7 2.1 1.3

Source: Eurostat, 2012




FAMILY STRUCTURE

FAMILY STRUCTURE

Approximately 1in 6 children live in a lone-parent household.

Measure

The number of children living in a lone-parent household.

Key findings
m In 2011, 18.3% of children lived in a lone-parent household.

Differences by population groups
m 23.5% of Traveller children, 17.7% of foreign national children and 27.3% of
children with a disability lived in a lone-parent household (see Table 9).

Table 9: Number and percentage of children living in a lone-parent household, by population groups (2011)

No. % of all children

All children 202,444 18.3
Population groups

Traveller children 3,165 23.5

Foreign national children 15,679 177

Children with a disability 17,130 273

Source: Census of the Population, 201

Differences by age and gender
m More than 1in 5 children (21.3%) aged 15-17 lived in a lone-parent household
(see Table 10).

m The percentage of boys and girls living in a lone-parent household was broadly
similar.
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Table 10: Number and percentage of children living in a lone-parent household, by age and gender (2011)

0-4 27,168 15.4 26,841 15.4 53,009 15.4
5-9 29,058 18.3 27881 184 56,939 183
10-14 30,018 20.2 28,768 20.3 58,786 20.2
156-17 17249 21.2 16,461 21.4 33,710 21.3

Source: Census of the Population, 2011

Differences by geographic location
m Overall, 18.3% of children lived in a lone-parent household in 2011 (see Table 17).
This percentage ranged from 12.6% in Co. Leitrim to 23.9% in Co. Dublin.

Table 11: Number and percentage of children living in a lone-parent household, by county (2011)

Carlow 2,443 179
Cavan 2,636 135
Clare 4,348 14.7
Cork 20,272 16.4
Donegal 7760 184
Dublin 65,464 239
Galway 8,622 14.7
Kerry 5,407 16.2
Kildare 8954 15.6
Kilkenny 3,465 14.5
Laois 3,622 156.9
Leitrim 988 12.6

continued




FAMILY STRUCTURE

N
County No. of children living in Children living in U
a lone-parent household a lone-parent household as a —
in State/County percentage of all children I

in State/County
Limerick 8,423 19.1 D-
Longford 2,010 19.6 <
Louth 6,682 20.7 D:
Mayo 4,447 142 o
Meath 6946 134 O
Monaghan 2,194 14.1 2

North Tipperary 2,707 156.2
Offaly 3,299 16.2 LIJ
Roscommon 2,080 13.4 D
Sligo 2,380 16.0 é
South Tipperary 4,223 195 —
Waterford 5,744 2038 Q
Westmeath 3726 170 O
Wexford 7337 19.6 (/)
Wicklow 6,365 18.2 ..

Source: Census of the Population, 2011
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PARENTAL EDUCATION LEVEL

1in 3 children live in families where the mother has a third-level
qualification.

Measure

The percentage of children whose mothers have attained (a) primary,

(b) lower secondary, (c) upper secondary or (d) third-level education.

Key findings

m In 2011, 4.8% of children lived in families where the mother had either no formal
education or primary education only; 56.1% lived in families where the highest level
of educational attainment by mothers was a lower or upper secondary education;
and 36.7% lived in families where the mother had a third-level degree or higher.

Differences by population groups

m Approximately 7 out of every 10 Traveller children (67.3%) lived in families where
the mother had either no formal education or primary education only, while 38.0%
of foreign national children lived in families where the mother had a third-level
degree or higher (see Table 12).

Table 12: Percentage of children, by population groups and educational attainment of mother (2011)

Highest level of education attained All children Traveller Foreign national Children with
by mother children children a disability
Primary (including no formal education) 48 673 5.6 79
Lower secondary 14.2 177 78 19.4
Upper secondary 419 71 43.3 42.1
Third level (degree or higher) 36.7 0.7 380 28.3
Not stated/not available 2.4 7.2 54 2.3

Source: Census of the Population, 201
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Differences by age

m The percentage of children living in families where the mother had a third-level
degree or higher ranged from 26.7% for households with children aged 15-17 to
46.2% for households with children aged 0-4 (see Table 13).

Highest level of education attained by mother | 0-4 years| 5-9 years| 10-14 years| 15-17 years | All children

Primary (including no formal education) 33 4.3 5.7 75 4.8
Lower secondary 9.2 13.1 176 20.8 14.2
Upper secondary 39.0 42.7 441 42.6 419
Third level (degree or higher) 46.2 374 30.2 26.7 36.7
Not stated/not available 2.3 2.4 2.4 2.4 2.4

Source: Census of the Population, 2011

Differences by geographic location

m Overall, 4.8% of children lived in families where the mother had either no formal
education or primary education only. This percentage ranged from 3.3% in
Co. Cork to 9.0% in Co. Donegal (see Table 14 and Figure 3).

Table 14: Number of children, by county and educational attainment of mother (2011)

Primary Lower Upper Third level Not stated/ Total
(including secondary secondary (degree or not available
no formal higher)
education)
Total 48,040 141,329 416,407 364,299 23,590 993,665
County
Carlow 599 1,714 5,391 3,951 429 12,084
Cavan 1,016 2,642 8,285 5,394 495 17732
Clare 963 3,362 11,725 10,288 571 26,909
Cork 3,689 14,784 49,133 43,006 2518 113,130
Donegal 3,436 6,740 14,857 12,394 795 38,222
Dublin 13,203 36,392 90,350 93,803 6,367 240,615
Galway 2,286 5,568 21,190 22,711 988 52,743
Kerry 1,271 4,185 12,957 11,204 767 30,384

continued
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Table 14 (continued)

County Primary Lower Upper Third level Not stated/ Total
(including secondary secondary (degree or not available
no formal higher)
education)
Kildare 2,060 6,544 22,238 19,926 1,332 52,090
Kilkenny 758 2,841 9,411 8,461 407 21,878
Laois 897 2,830 9,375 6,356 541 19,999
Leitrim 269 821 3,282 2,702 107 7,181
Limerick 2,280 6,081 16,351 14,125 820 39,657
Longford 705 1,294 4,069 2,695 325 9,088
Louth 1,736 5110 11,747 9,253 653 28,499
Mayo 1,359 3,693 13,386 9,887 482 28,707
Meath 1,664 6,436 21,239 17074 1,065 47478
Monaghan 712 2,421 6,176 4,576 262 14,147
Offaly 1,091 3,097 8,355 5,501 446 18,490
Roscommon 500 1,582 6,634 5303 289 14,308
Sligo 583 1,523 5,622 5,663 364 13,645
Tipperary 1,624 5,127 16,663 11,666 787 35,867
Waterford 985 3,664 10,862 8,648 505 24,654
Westmeath 1,083 2,890 8,430 6,675 573 19,651
Wexford 1,964 6,074 15,713 10,102 568 34,421
Wicklow 1,317 4,124 13,066 12,945 634 32,086

Source: Census of the Population, 201




PARENTAL EDUCATION LEVEL

Figure 3: Percentage of children whose mothers have no formal education or primary
education only, by county (2011)
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TRAVELLER CHILDREN

The number of Traveller children increased by 30.3% between 2006
and 2011.

Measure

The number of Traveller children.

Key findings
m In 2011, there were 14,245 Traveller children in Ireland. This accounted for 1.2% of
the total child population and 48.2% of the total Traveller population.

Differences by age, gender and over time
m The number of Traveller boys (7,334) and girls (6,911) was broadly similar (see Table 15).

Boys Girls Total
Total (Traveller population) 14,625 14,948 29,573
Total (Traveller children) 7,334 6,911 14,245
Age
0-4 2,410 2973 4,683
5-9 1,987 1,928 3915
10-14 1,827 1,739 3,666
15-17 1,110 971 2,081

Source: Census of the Population, 201

m The number of Traveller children increased by 30.3%, from 10,929 in 2006 to
14,245 in 2011 (see Figure 4).

m  Almost one-third of Traveller children (32.9%) were less than 5 years old.
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Figure 4: Number of Traveller children, by age (2006 and 2011) (j)
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Source: Censuses of the Population
Differences by geographic location

m Overall,12.4 per 1,000 children were Travellers. Rates ranged from 6.6 per 1,000 in
Co. Cork to 35.3 per 1,000 in Co. Longford (see Table 16).
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Table 16: Number and rate (per 1,000) of Traveller children, by county (2011)

No. of No. of Rate per 1,000
Traveller children in children in children in
State/County State/County State/County
Total 14,245 1,148,687 124
County
Carlow 186 14,139 13.2
Cavan 194 20,194 9.6
Clare 468 30,666 16.3
Cork 846 128,448 6.6
Donegal 377 43,732 8.6
Dublin 2,884 287,258 10.0
Galway 2,045 61,194 334
Kerry 381 34,940 109
Kildare 490 59,449 82
Kilkenny 266 25,015 10.6
Laois 350 22,932 16.3
Leitrim 139 8,051 173
Limerick 627 46,067 13.6
Longford 374 10,693 35.3
Louth 262 33,292 79
Mayo 708 32514 21.8
Meath 448 53,400 8.4
Monaghan 115 16,031 72
Offaly 463 21,149 219
Roscommon 164 16,076 102
Sligo 239 15,541 156.4
Tipperary 644 40,760 15.8
Waterford 199 28,908 6.9
Westmeath 400 23,052 174
Wexford 663 38,842 171
Wicklow 313 36,444 8.6

Source: Census of the Population, 2011
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FOREIGN NATIONAL CHILDREN

The number of foreign national children increased by 49.5% between
2006 and 2011.

Measure

The number of foreign national children.

Key findings
m In 2011, there were 93,005 foreign national children in Ireland. This accounted for
8.3% of the total child population of Ireland.

Differences by age, gender and over time
m The number of foreign national boys (47,214) and girls (45,791) was broadly similar
(see Table 17).

Boys Girls Total

Total 47,214 45,791 93,005
Age

0-4 12911 12,844 25,755

5-9 12,784 12,246 25,030

10-14 13,940 13,324 27264

15-17 7579 7377 14,956

Source: Census of the Population, 201

m The number of foreign national children increased by 49.5%, from 62,211 in 2006
to 93,005 in 2011 (see Figure 5).
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Figure 5: Number of foreign national children, by age (2006 and 2011)
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Differences by geographic location
m Overall, 82.5 per 1,000 children were foreign national (see Table 18). Rates ranged
from 59.4 per 1,000 in Co. Donegal to 118.3 per 1,000 in Co. Longford.



FOREIGN NATIONAL CHILDREN

%)
No. of No. of Rate per 1,000 U
foreign national children children in children in —
in State/County State/County State/County I
Total 93,005 1,126,919 82.5 D_
County <
Carlow 1,283 13,983 918 D:
Cavan 1,859 19,942 93.2
Clare 2,195 30,160 72.8 o
Cork 9,422 126,205 74.7 O
Donegal 2,545 42813 59.4 2
Dublin 27270 281,040 970 L|J
Galway 5,110 59,905 853 ')
Kerry 2,762 33,931 814 1
Kildare 4,542 58,484 7T O
Kilkenny 1,569 24,367 64.4 G
Laois 1,931 22,648 85.3
Leitrim 750 7937 945 O
Limerick 3,204 45,261 70.8 (/)
Longford 1,238 10,468 1183 1‘_‘
Louth 2,697 32,861 82.1
Mayo 2,676 31,762 84.3 I_
Meath 4,003 52,690 76.0 D:
Monaghan 1,566 16,827 98.9 <
Offaly 1,663 20,738 75.4 D_
Roscommon 1,440 15,866 90.8
Sligo 1,110 15,262 72.7
Tipperary 3,020 40,170 75.2
Waterford 2,173 28,275 76.9
Westmeath 2,124 22,503 94.4
Wexford 2,704 38,164 709
Wicklow 2,249 35,657 63.1

Source: Census of the Population, 201
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m More than 1 in 4 foreign national children (26.5%) reported their nationality
as Polish (see Table 19). British or Northern Irish was the next most common
nationality (16.0% of the total). The only other national minorities with 5% or more
of the total number of foreign national children were Lithuanians and Nigerians.

No. %
Total 93,005 100.0
Nationality
Poland 24,611 26.5
Great Britain 14,870 16.0
Lithuania 7417 8.0
Nigeria 4,635 5.0
Latvia 4,158 45
India 4,127 4.4
Philippines 2,998 3.2
Romania 2942 3.2
USA 2,922 3.1
Pakistan 1,321 1.4
Slovakia 1,309 1.4
Germany 1,279 1.4
Hungary 1,127 12
Brazil 906 1.0
Other 18,383 19.8

Source: Census of the Population, 2011
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CHILDREN WITH A DISABILITY

Almost 6% of the child population in Ireland have a disability.

Measure

The number of children with a disability.

Key findings
m In 2011, there were 66,437 children with a disability in Ireland. This accounted for
5.8% of the total child population of Ireland.

Differences by age and gender
m  Almost two-thirds of children with a disability (62%) were boys (see Table 20).

SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHICS

Boys Girls Total

Total 41,215 25,222 66,437
o o
Age —
0-4 5986 4,098 10,084 |_
5-9 12517 7045 19,562 D:
10-14 14736 8,676 234192 <E
15-17 7976 5,403 13,379 D_

Source: Census of the Population, 2011

Differences by geographic location
m Overall, 57.8 per 1,000 children had a disability. Rates ranged from 45.2 per 1,000
in Co. Monaghan to 65.4 per 1,000 in Co. Limerick (see Table 21).
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Table 21: Number and rate (per 1,000) of children with a disability, by county (2011)

No. of children No. of Rate per 1,000
with a disability in children in children in
State/County State/County State/County
Total 66,437 1,148,687 57.8
County
Carlow 874 14,139 618
Cavan 972 20,194 481
Clare 1,781 30,666 58.1
Cork 7301 128,448 60.7
Donegal 2,475 43,732 56.6
Dublin 16,810 287,258 5856
Galway 3,282 61,194 53.6
Kerry 2,036 34,940 583
Kildare 3,056 59,449 59.8
Kilkenny 1,392 25,015 b5b.6
Laois 1,394 22,932 60.8
Leitrim 450 8,051 55.9
Limerick 3,012 46,067 65.4
Longford 571 10,693 539
Louth 1,668 33,292 50.1
Mayo 1,669 32514 483
Meath 2,769 53,400 51.9
Monaghan 725 16,031 452
Offaly 1,277 21,149 60.4
Roscommon 774 16,076 481
Sligo 921 15,541 59.3
Tipperary 2,494 40,760 612
Waterford 1,600 28,908 55.3
Westmeath 1,367 23,062 59.3
Wexford 2,602 38,842 64.4
Wicklow 2,365 36,444 64.9

Source: Census of the Population, 2011
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CHILDREN AS CARERS

5.6 per 1,000 children provide reqular unpaid personal help for a
friend or family member with a long-term illness, health problem or
disability.

Measure

The number of children who provide reqular unpaid personal help for a friend or

family member with a long-term illness, health problem or disability.

Key findings

m In 2011, there were 6,449 children who provided regular unpaid personal help for
a friend or family member with a long-term illness, health problem or disability in
Ireland. This accounted for 0.6% of the total child population of Ireland.

Differences by age and gender

m The number of boys (3,152) and girls (3,297) who provided reqular unpaid personal
help for a friend or family member with a long-term illness, health problem or
disability was broadly similar (see Table 22).

Boys Girls Total

Total 3,152 3,297 6,449
Age

0-4 395 408 803

5-9 529 506 1,035

10-14 1,150 1,240 2,390

16-17 1,078 1,143 2,221

Source: Census of the Population, 2011
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Differences by geographic location

m Overall, 5.6 per 1,000 children provided regular unpaid personal help for a friend or
family member with a long-term illness, health problem or disability. Rates ranged
from 4.3 per 1,000 in Co. Louth to 8.2 per 1,000 in Co. Leitrim (see Table 23).

Table 23: Number and rate (per 1,000 children) of children who provide regular unpaid personal help for

a friend or family member, by county (2011)

No. of children No. of Rate per 1,000
as carers in children in children in
State/County State/County State/County
Total 6,449 1,148,687 5.6
County
Carlow 76 14,139 5.4
Cavan 89 20,194 44
Clare 208 30,666 6.8
Cork 807 128,448 6.3
Donegal 284 43,732 6.5
Dublin 1,341 2872568 47
Galway 367 61,194 6.0
Kerry 272 34,940 78
Kildare 275 59,449 4.6
Kilkenny 134 25,015 5.4
Laois 125 22932 55
Leitrim 66 8,051 82
Limerick 305 46,067 6.6
Longford 72 10,593 6.8
Louth 143 33,292 4.3
Mayo 234 32,514 7.2
Meath 250 53,400 4.7
Monaghan 100 16,031 6.2
Offaly 147 21,149 70
Roscommon 109 16,076 6.8
Sligo 103 15,541 6.6
Tipperary 273 40,760 6.7
Waterford 147 28,908 5.1
Westmeath 166 23,052 6.8
Wexford 207 38,842 5.3
Wicklow 159 36,444 44

Source: Census of the Population, 2011
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RELATIONSHIP WITH MOTHERS

Older children find it more difficult to talk to their mothers when
something is really bothering them.

Measure

The percentage of children aged 10-17 who report that they find it easy to talk
to their mother when something is really bothering them.

Key findings
m In 2010, 81.8% of children aged 10-17 reported that they find it easy to talk to their
mother when something is really bothering them.

Differences by population groups

m  When compared to other children, children with a disability and/or chronic illness
were less likely to report that they find it easy to talk to their mother when something
is really bothering them (see Table 24). This difference was statistically significant.

m There were no significant differences observed between Traveller and other
children and between immigrant and other children.

%

All children 81.8
Traveller status

Traveller children 79.6

All other children 81.8
Immigrant status

Immigrant children 81.0

All other children 81.9
Disability and/or Chronic lliness status

Children with a disability and/or chronic illness 78.8

All other children 826

Source: HBSC Survey, 2010
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Differences by age, gender, social class and over time

m Statistically significant differences were observed across age and gender, with a
lower percentage of older children and of boys reporting that they find it easy to
talk to their mother when something is really bothering them (see Table 25).

m The differences observed across social class categories were not statistically
significant.

m The percentage of children who report that they find it easy to talk to their mother
when something is really bothering them has increased from 74.0% in 1998 to
81.8% in 2010.

1998 2002 2006 2010
Total (%) Total (%) Total (%) Boys (%) Girls (%) Total (%)
All children*® 74.0 77.6 78.0 81.0 82.6 81.8
Age
9™ n/a n/a 875 84.3 836 84.0
10-11 812 86.7 88.4 88.9 89.2 89.1
12-14 76.4 79.6 81.0 83.1 84.7 839
15-17 65.0 711 70.8 75.8 773 76.5
Social class
SC 1-2 71.6 76.2 78.2 79.7 83.3 815
SC 3-4 75.0 785 78.8 82.0 835 82.7
SC 5-6 75.6 80.1 79.0 80.5 815 81.0

* Refers to children aged 10-17 only.

** Refers to data collected separately in a Middle Childhood Study. These children are not part of the core HBSC sample.
Further details can be found in the technical notes in Appendix 1.

n/a = not available

Source: HBSC Surveys
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Differences by geographic location

m Overall, 81.8% of children report that they find it easy to talk to their mother when
something is really bothering them. There were no significant differences observed
across regions (see Table 26).

%
All children 81.8
NUTS Region
Border 822
Dublin 812
Midlands 80.8
Mid-East 845
Mid-West 81.6
South-East 829
South-West 81.2
West 80.8

Source: HBSC Survey, 2010

International comparisons

m Across 39 countries and regions, the average percentage of children who reported
that they find it easy to talk to their mother when something was really bothering
them was 81.2% (see Figure 6). This ranged from 69.3% in Belgium (French) to
89.9% in the Netherlands. The corresponding percentage in Ireland was 79.4%.
This was below the HBSC average of 81.2%. (Note: International comparisons are
based on data from children aged 11, 13 and 15 only.)



RELATIONSHIP WITH MOTHERS

Figure 6: Percentage of children aged 11, 13 and 15 who report that they find it easy to talk to
their mother when something is really bothering them, by country (2010)
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RELATIONSHIP WITH FATHERS

The percentage of children who report that they find it easy to
talk to their father when something is really bothering them has
increased from 48.1% in 1998 to 66.6% in 2010.

Measure

The percentage of children aged 10-17 who report that they find it easy to talk
to their father when something is really bothering them.

Key findings
m In 2010, 66.6% of children aged 10-17 reported that they find it easy to talk to their
father when something was really bothering them.

Differences by population groups

m When compared to other children, there were no significant differences in the
percentages of Traveller children, immigrant children and children with a disability
and/or chronic illness who reported that they find it easy to talk to their father
when something is really bothering them (see Table 27).

%
All children 66.6

Traveller status

Traveller children 68.0

All other children 66.0
Immigrant status

Immigrant children 64.6

All other children 66.8
Disability and/or Chronic lliness status

Children with a disability and/or chronic illness 65.9

All other children 66.7

Source: HBSC Survey, 2010




RELATIONSHIP WITH FATHERS

Differences by age, gender, social class and over time

m Statistically significant differences across age and gender were observed, with a
higher percentage of younger children and a lower percentage of girls reporting
that they find it easy to talk to their father when something is really bothering them
(see Table 28).

m The percentage of children in each social class category who reported that they
find it easy to talk to their father when something is really bothering them was
broadly similar, with no statistically significant differences.

m The percentage of children who report that they find it easy to talk to their father
when something is really bothering them has increased from 48.1% in 1998 to
66.6% in 2010.

CHILDREN'S RELATIONSHIPS

1998 2002 2006 2010
Total (%) Total (%) Total (%) Boys (%) Girls (%) Total (%)
All children* 48.1 56.2 59.8 73.1 59.5 66.6
Age
9™ n/a n/a 784 780 72.9 75.3
10-11 60.2 713 72.2 819 69.0 75.4
12-14 50.0 b578 63.7 76.6 60.9 69.1
16-17 36.7 475 51.1 65.6 54.1 60.2
Social class o o
SC 1-2 441 56.1 61.4 73.6 62.2 679
SC 3-4 49.2 56.8 60.1 73.4 58.3 66.2
SC 5-6 479 56.4 59.3 72.7 579 65.5

* Refers to children aged 10-17 only.

PART 2

** Refers to data collected separately in a Middle Childhood Study. These children are not part of the core HBSC sample.
Further details can be found in the technical notes in Appendix 1.

n/a = not available

Source: HBSC Surveys
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Differences by geographic location

m Overall, 66.6% of children report that they find it easy to talk to their father
when something is really bothering them. There were no statistically significant
differences across regions (see Table 29).

%
All children 66.6
NUTS Region
Border 70.1
Dublin 66.3
Midlands 64.6
Mid-East 68.4
Mid-West 65.5
South-East 674
South-West 65.7
West 65.8

Source: HBSC Survey, 2010

International comparisons

m Across 39 countries and regions, the average percentage of children who reported
that they find it easy to talk to their father when something was really bothering
them was 62.6% (see Figure 7). This ranged from 46.5% in France to 77.7% in
Israel. The corresponding percentage in Ireland was 63.9%. This was above the
HBSC average of 62.6%. (Note: International comparisons are based on data from
children aged 11,13 and 15 only.)




RELATIONSHIP WITH FATHERS

Figure 7: Percentage of children aged 11, 13 and 15 who report that they find it easy to talk to
their father when something is really bothering them, by country (2010)

Israel 1 777
Netherlands 1 775
Iceland 1 770
Macedonia 1 754
Greenland 1 751
Sweden 1 70.6
Hungary 1 702
Finland 1 69.8
Romania 1 691
Ukraine 1 68.5
Croatia 1 674
Poland 1 673
Spain 1 66.2
Denmark 1 66.2
Ireland [ 639
Wales 1 63.8
Norway 1 635
England 1 62.6
HBSC Average 62.6
Greece 1 617
Austria 1 60.8
Russia 1 60.6
Germany 1 60.6
Estonia 1 60.4
Switzerland ] 58.6
Latvia 1 581
Belgium (Flemish) 1 581
Czech Republic 1 577
Italy ] 575
Canada ] 57.3
Luxembourg 1 571
Scotland 1 567
Armenia 1 56.6
Slovakia ] 56.2
Lithuania 1 561
Portugal ] 55.5
Turkey ] 553
USA 1 51.8
Belgium (French) 1 475
France 1 46.5
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TALKING TO PARENTS

Significantly more girls than boys report that their parents spend
time just talking with them.

Measure

The percentage of children aged 15 who report that their parents spend time
just talking with them several times a week.

Key findings
m In 2012, 67.9% of 15-year-olds reported that their parents spend time just talking
with them several times a week.

Differences by population groups

m The proportion of children from the Traveller community who reported that their
parents spend time just talking with them several times a week (66.0%) is similar
to the corresponding proportion for all other children (68.0%) (see Table 30).

m The proportion of children with an immigrant background who reported that their
parents spend time just talking with them several times a week (64.2%) is lower
than the corresponding proportion for non-immigrant children (68.4%), although
the difference is not statistically significant.

%
All children 67.9

Traveller status

Traveller children 66.0

All other children 68.0
Immigrant status

Immigrant children 64.2

All other children 684

Source: PISA Survey, 2012




TALKING TO PARENTS

Differences by gender, social class and over time
m Significantly more girls (77.4%) than boys (58.5%) reported that their parents
spend time just talking with them several times a week (see Table 37).

m The proportion of children from the highest social class category who reported
that their parents spend time just talking with them several times a week (71.3%)
is significantly higher than the corresponding proportions of children from the
medium (66.9%) and lowest social class categories (65.4%).

2006 2009 2012
All children 64.7 59.8 67.9
Gender
Boys b5b.6 489 585
Girls 73.4 70.8 774
Social class
High SES 66.6 63.0 71.3
Medium SES 64.6 60.2 66.9
Low SES 63.0 57.1 65.4

Source: PISA Surveys
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PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT IN SCHOOLING

Approximately half of 15-year-old children report that their parents
discuss with them how well they are doing at school.

Measure

The percentage of children aged 15 who report that their parents discuss with
them how well they are doing at school several times a week.

Key findings
m In 2012, 49.4% of 15-year-olds reported that their parents discuss with them how
well they are doing at school several times a week.

Differences by population groups

m The proportion of children from the Traveller community who reported that their
parents discuss with them how well they are doing at school several times a week
(43.9%) is lower than the corresponding proportion for all other children (49.5%)),
but the difference is not statistically significant (see Table 32).

m The proportion of children with an immigrant background who reported that their
parents discuss with them how well they are doing at school several times a week
(51.2%) is higher than the corresponding proportion for non-immigrant children
(49.2%), although the difference is not statistically significant.

a0 0 d 00 < erd e d ee D DOP d O . O D U
%
All children 49.4

Traveller status

Traveller children 439

All other children 495
Immigrant status

Immigrant children 51.2

All other children 492

Source: PISA Survey, 2012




PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT IN SCHOOLING

Differences by gender, social class and over time

m In 2012, the proportion of girls who reported that their parents discuss with them
how well they are doing at school several times a week (53.6%) is significantly
higher than the corresponding proportion of boys (45.2%) (see Table 33).

m The proportion of children from the highest social class category who reported
that their parents discuss with them how well they are doing at school several
times a week (55.2%) is significantly higher than the corresponding proportions
of children from the medium (48.3%) and lowest social class categories (44.6%).

2006 2009 2012
All children 48.0 42.8 49.4
Gender
Boys 441 39.4 452
Girls 51.6 46.3 53.6
Social class
High SES 50.0 46.6 552
Medium SES 50.0 43.6 483
Low SES 435 379 44.6

Source: PISA Surveys
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EATING A MAIN MEAL TOGETHER

Approximately 73% of 15-year-old children report that their parents
eat a main meal with them around a table.

Measure

The percentage of children aged 15 who report that their parents eat a main
meal with them around a table several times a week.

Key findings
m In 2012, 73.2% of 15-year-olds reported that their parents eat a main meal with
them around a table several times a week.

Differences by population groups

m The proportion of children from the Traveller community who reported that their
parents eat a main meal with them around a table several times a week (57.4%) is
significantly lower than the corresponding proportion for all other children (73.5%)
(see Table 34).

m The proportion of children with an immigrant background who reported that their
parents eat a main meal with them around a table several times a week (67.3%) is
significantly lower than the corresponding proportion for non-immigrant children
(73.9%).

%
All children 73.2

Traveller status
Traveller children 574
All other children 73.5

Immigrant status

Immigrant children 67.3
All other children 73.9

Source: PISA Survey, 2012




EATING A MAIN MEAL TOGETHER

Differences by gender, social class and over time

m The proportion of girls who reported that their parents eat a main meal with them
around a table several times a week (74.6%) does not differ significantly from the
corresponding proportion of boys (71.8%) (see Table 35).

m The proportion of children from the highest social class category who reported
that their parents eat a main meal with them around a table several times a week
(79.2%) is significantly higher than the corresponding proportions of children from
the medium (72.9%) and lowest social class categories (67.5%),).

2006 2009 2012
All children 74.5 72.4 73.2
Gender
Boys 73.7 70.1 71.8
Girls 756.3 74.6 74.6
Social class
High SES 78.2 771 79.2
Medium SES 75.2 73.6 729
Low SES 70.7 66.9 675

Source: PISA Surveys
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FRIENDSHIPS

Almost 9 out of 10 children have 3 or more friends of the same gender.

Measure

The percentage of children aged 10-17 who report to have 3 or more friends of
the same gender.

Key findings
m In 2010, 89.5% of children aged 10-17 reported that they had 3 or more friends of
the same gender.

Differences by population groups

m  When compared to other children, Traveller children and immigrant children were
less likely to report having 3 or more friends of the same gender (see Table 36).
These differences were statistically significant.

m There were no significant differences between children with and children without a
disability and/or chronic illness.

%

All children 89.5
Traveller status

Traveller children 84.2

All other children 89.6
Immigrant status

Immigrant children 84.0

All other children 90.1
Disability and/or Chronic lliness status

Children with a disability and/or chronic illness 89.9

All other children 89.4

5 2 Source: HBSC Survey, 2010




FRIENDSHIPS

Differences by age, gender, social class and over time

m Statistically significant differences across age and gender were observed, with a
higher percentage of girls and of children aged 12-14 reporting that they have 3 or
more friends of the same gender (see Table 37).

m The percentage of children in each social class category who reported having
3 or more friends of the same gender was broadly similar, with no statistically
significant differences.

2002 2006 2010
Total (%) Total (%) Boys (%) Girls (%) Total (%)
All children* 85.3 89.5 88.6 90.5 89.5
Age
9™ n/a 94.2 86.2 84.7 85.4
10-11 85.1 89.5 87.2 86.9 87.1
12-14 8b.7 90.3 89.9 91.2 90.6
156-17 85.7 88.8 872 90.6 88.9
Social class
SC 1-2 86.8 89.6 89.8 915 90.7
SC 3-4 86.2 90.1 89.1 89.8 89.5
SC 5-6 84.5 904 87.1 90.7 88.9

CHILDREN'S RELATIONSHIPS

* Refers to children aged 10-17 only.

** Refers to data collected separately in a Middle Childhood Study. These children are not part of the core HBSC sample.
Further details can be found in the technical notes in Appendix 1.

n/a = not available

Source: HBSC Surveys
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Differences by geographic location

m Statistically significant differences across regions were observed (see Table 38).
Overall, 89.5% of children reported that they had 3 or more friends of the same
gender. This ranged from 87.6% in the West to 91.2% in the South-West.

%
All children 89.5
NUTS Region
Border 88.4
Dublin 885
Midlands 89.8
Mid-East 88.8
Mid-West 89.9
South-East 911
South-West 91.2
West 876

Source: HBSC Survey, 2010

International comparisons

m Across 40 countries and regions, the average percentage of children who reported
having 3 or more friends of the same gender was 81.4% (see Figure 8). This ranged
from 60.8% in Greece to 90.1% in England. The corresponding percentage in
Ireland was 87.8%. This was above the HBSC average of 81.4%. (Note: International
comparisons are based on data from children aged 11, 13 and 15 only.)



FRIENDSHIPS

Figure 8: Percentage of children aged 11, 13 and 15 who report to have 3 or more friends of
the same gender, by country (2010)

England 1 901
Scotland 1 89.8
Hungary 1 892
Norway 1 887
Wales 1 88.6
Ireland | 378
Netherlands 1 877
Slovakia 1 870
Iceland 1 870
Israel 1 869
Sweden 1 86.4
Denmark 1 861
Czech Republic 1 859
Canada 1 854
Belgium (Flemish) 1 853
Switzerland 1 845
France 1 839
Croatia 1 837
Finland 1 832
Lithuania 1 829
Austria 1 829
USA 1 814
HBSC Average 81.4
Germany 1 81.3
Belgium (French) 1 80.0
Romania 1 78.0
Turkey 1 776
Macedonia 1 774
Latvia 1 771
Armenia 1 769

Luxembourg 1 76.6
Slovenia 1 762
Portugal 1 749

Italy ] 74.4
Estonia 1 741
Ukraine 1 731

Greenland 1 70.8

Spain 1 707
Poland 1 69.4
Russia 1 621
Greece 1 60.8
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Source: HBSC Survey, 2010
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PETS AND ANIMALS

3 out of 4 children have a pet of their own or a pet in their family.

Measure

The percentage of children aged 10-17 who report having a pet of their own or a
pet in their family.

Key findings
m In 2010, 75.5% of children aged 10-17 reported having a pet of their own or a pet
in their family.

Differences by population groups

m  When compared to other children, immigrant children were less likely to report
having a pet of their own or a pet in their family (see Table 39). This difference was
statistically significant.

m There were no significant differences observed between Traveller and other children
and between children with and children without a disability and/or chronic illness.

%

All children 75.5
Traveller status

Traveller children 75.4

All other children 75.5
Immigrant status

Immigrant children 59.9

All other children 771
Disability and/or Chronic lliness status

Children with a disability and/or chronic illness 75.7

All other children 75.4

Source: HBSC Survey, 2010




PETS AND ANIMALS

Differences by age, gender and social class

m Statistically significant differences were observed across gender and social class
categories, with a lower percentage of boys and of children in the lowest social
class category reporting to have a pet of their own or a pet in their family (see
Table 40).

m The percentage of children in each age category who reported having a pet of
their own or a pet in their family was broadly similar, with no statistically significant
differences.

CHILDREN'S RELATIONSHIPS

2006 2010
Total (%) Boys (%) Girls (%) Total (%)
All children® 73.8 74.3 76.8 75.5
Age
9 72.0 713 72.4 719
10-11 75.0 71.4 76.3 739
12-14 74.4 75.9 771 76.5
156-17 729 73.3 76.6 74.9
Social class
SC 1-2 76.4 76.9 799 78.4
SC 3-4 72.8 72.6 773 74.9
SC 5-6 73.9 756.2 73.6 74.4

* Refers to children aged 10-17 only.

** Refers to data collected separately in a Middle Childhood Study. These children are not part of the core HBSC sample.
Further details can be found in the technical notes in Appendix 1.

Source: HBSC Surveys
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Differences by geographic location

m Statistically significant differences across regions were observed (see Table 41).
Overall, 75.5% of children reported having a pet of their own or a pet in the family.
This ranged from 64.7% in Dublin to 83.6% in the South-East.

%
All children 75.5
NUTS Region
Border 76.0
Dublin 64.7
Midlands 79.8
Mid-East 76.1
Mid-West 79.8
South-East 83.6
South-West 778
West 78.8

Source: HBSC Survey, 2010




BULLYING

BULLYING

Immigrant children, Traveller children and children with a disability
and/or chronic iliness are significantly more likely to report being
bullied at school.

Measure

The percentage of children aged 10-17 who report having been bullied at school.

Key findings
m In 2010, 24.3% of children aged 10-17 reported that they were bullied at school at
least once in the past couple of months.

Differences by population groups

m When compared to other children, Traveller children, immigrant children and
children with a disability and/or chronic illness were more likely to report that they
were bullied at school (see Table 42). These differences were statistically significant.

O DYy population group 010

%

All children 24.3
Traveller status

Traveller children 31.6

All other children 241
Immigrant status

Immigrant children 29.4

All other children 23.7
Disability and/or Chronic lliness status

Children with a disability and/or chronic illness 289

All other children 229

Source: HBSC Survey, 2010
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Differences by age, gender, social class and over time

m Statistically significant differences were observed across age and gender, with a
higher percentage of younger children and of boys reporting that they were bullied
at school in the past couple of months (see Table 43).

m The percentage of children in each social class category who reported being bullied
at school was broadly similar, with no statistically significant differences.

1998 2002 2006 2010
Total (%) Total (%) Total (%) Boys (%) Girls (%) Total (%)
All children* 24.6 23.3 24.5 25.5 23.0 24.3
Age
9** n/a n/a 383 36.2 39.0 377
10-11 31.2 28.3 29.3 28.2 31.2 29.7
12-14 26.2 26.8 26.2 26.1 24.3 26.2
16-17 188 182 20.8 23.7 180 21.0
Social class
SC 1-2 21.8 230 25.0 25.2 214 233
SC 3-4 25.4 229 239 242 22.8 235
SC 5-6 243 23.1 24.6 27.1 245 259

* Refers to children aged 10-17 only.

** Refers to data collected separately in a Middle Childhood Study. These children are not part of the core HBSC sample.
Further details can be found in the technical notes in Appendix 1.

n/a = not available

Source: HBSC Surveys



BULLYING

Differences by geographic location

m Overall, 24.3% of children reported being bullied at school in the past couple of
months (see Table 44). There were no statistically significant differences observed
across regions.

%
All children 24.3
NUTS Region
Border 21.7
Dublin 24.8
Midlands 239
Mid-East 23.0
Mid-West 26.8
South-East 239
South-West 24.3
West 256.3

Source: HBSC Survey, 2010

International comparisons

m Across 39 countries and regions, the average percentage of children who reported
being bullied at school at least once in the past couple of months was 29.2% (see
Figure 9). This ranged from 11.1% in Italy to 54.0% in Lithuania. The corresponding
percentage in Ireland was 27.3%. This was below the HBSC average of 29.2%.
(Note: International comparisons are based on data from children aged 11, 13 and
15 only.)
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Figure 9: Percentage of children aged 11, 13 and 15 who report having been bullied at school
(in the past couple of months), by country (2010)

Lithuania 1 540

Belgium (French) 1 509
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