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Joint proposal

Based on the work of UK academics, Dr Robert 
Branston & Professor Anna Gilmore, Bath University.

Branston, R. & Gilmore, A. (2010) ‘The case for OFSMOKE: how tobacco 
price regulation is needed to promote the health of markets, 
government revenue and the public’. Tobacco Control, 
doi:10.1136/tc.2009.034470.
Branston, R. & Gilmore, A. (2013) ‘The case for Ofsmoke: the potential 
for price cap regulation of tobacco to raise £500 million per year in the 
UK’. Tobacco Control, doi:10.1136/tobaccocontrol-2011-050385. 



Tobacco Industry 2010 profits =
combined profits of Coca-Cola, 

Microsoft and McDonald’s



A tobacco price regulator for Ireland

Problem
Market power and supra-normal profits

= money to lobby & develop new products

Price regulation
Apply a cap to manufacturers’ pre-tax prices.

Final price consumers face would not change.

Any reductions in manufacturers’ prices would 
be offset by equal rises in tobacco taxes. 



Public health benefits of regulation

• Remove price as a marketing tool. 
• Reduce price differentials between products and 

down-trading to cheaper products.
• Reduce the money the industry has available for 

lobbying.
• Reduce money available to develop new 

products. 
• Complement other tobacco control measures.

PLUS – additional revenue for Government.



Gathering momentum in 2013

• Budget 2013
oMeetings with Dept. Finance 

/Revenue/politicians 
o Hearings at Oireachtas Finance 

& Health Committees

• Irish data
• Legal elements

• Budget 2014...
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