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“T \ike \iving inl reland
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Children said that getting an education is the BEST '\'Yddl'\'lond\ games \l e

thing about being a child in Ireland because: Gaelic dnd huriin g

@ There are good schools in Ireland

@ Goingto school is free
@ Everybody in Ireland can go to school \ ‘
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3 “We the ‘OTS Children said that sports are the second best thing
Ml of coolancient about being a child in Ireland because there are:

castles . \egen ds L @ Lots of different sports to play, like football,
and my‘rhs o 3 tennis, GAA and swimming

@ Lots of places where you can play sports,
like soccer pitches, swimming pools, tennis
s courts, basketball courts and schools

@ Lots of sports to watch
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Children said that having friends is the third best thing
about being a child in Ireland because:

@ Children have lots of friends K : . 93
@ You can make new friends all the time to play with
? @ Friends are nice to you

Children said that the fourth best thing about being a
child in Ireland is being Irish because:

@ You can spend time with friends
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“The best
thing about bein
a childis we hav
nice friends.”

@ We have our own Irish sport as we are the only
country in the world that plays Gaelic football,
hurling and camogie
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@ Irish people are very friendly and nice
@ We have St. Patrick’s Day

@ We have our own Irish ways, like Irish dancing and
Irish music

@ We have our own language
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\ . Other things that children said are the BEST things
about being a child in Ireland are:

<« Play @ Not having lots @ Fun

« Places to go of things to @ Food
worry about like

parents have
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@ Activities @ Family
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WHAT s THE WORST ﬁ?ﬁ’/ The children also had lots of

THING ABOUT BEING A ¥, ideasaboutwhat are the WORST
’ A things about being a child in Ireland.
CHILD IN IRELAND

The FOUR THINGS that they think
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Children said that the worst thing of all about being a child in The second worst thing about being a child in t
Ireland is the recession and not having enough money because: | §a Ireland is the weather because:

@ Thereis no money in the country ;-;d @ The weatheris wetand cold ”l

< People are not as happy as they used to be o @ Thereis not much sunshine

@ Children will have to pay back the banks when we grow up @ Children cannot go outside and play with

' @ Parents are worried about losing their jobs and having less - drsritienek e i e e
money e @ Sometimes there are floods and lots of

heavy snow and it is hard to go anywhere
because you cannot get around

)

Everything is expensive, like clothes, fuel, sweets and toys

-

Children might not be able to get a job and earn money
when we leave school

Even though education was top of the list of what is best about being a child,
itisalso the third worst thing about being a child in Ireland because:

Children get too much homework and it takes too long to do it

Children spend about six hours at school and then have to do homework
so there is no time for play

Children do not get taught about science and computers in primary school

There are no woodwork rooms, art rooms or science rooms in primary
schools - everything is all in one classroom

Schoolis very long - it starts too early and it ends too late — =

b6 g 9
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The fourth worst thing about being a child in Ireland is W/////////////////

bad behaviour and crime because: .
g Other things that children said are the worst

@ Thereis alot of crime like murders, shootings and things about living in Ireland are:

robberiesin Ireland
L @ Rules
@ Criminals are mean and rob houses and shoot people Bullying N\ ®
. " ullyin M
@ Young people start to drink, smoke and take drugs when
they are very young
Driving

-
@ The environment
-
-

Having to wait
until youare 18
to vote, drink and .
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@ Thereis too much vandalism (damage) and graffiti in parks E
@ Some children get kidnapped

@ Thereisalot of violence ,
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said that they would most like
to CHANGE inIreland are:

'.' =~ Thetop thing that children want to change is school and
™

education. They want to change things like: i ’:{
/.
@ Having less homework

< Making days at school shorter and holidays longer The second thing that children would like to change LC;
@ Having less pupils in each classroom is the recession and not having enough money.

@ Having more equipment for sports and art @ End therecession :
@ Putting more money into teaching science and @ Have more jobs so people would not have to 7

having science labs in schools leave the country to get a job

@ Have better wages for people so that they
have more money

Having more computers in school

- SH @ Put down the prices of food and other things
L]
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The third thing that children want to change is bad
behaviour and crime.

The fourth thing that children want to change is
play or being able to play, such as:

@ Have more playgrounds

@ Stop all crime such as murders and robberies . .
| v in IrIZIand @ Have things in playgrounds that are not too
i

’ babyish for 9 and 10 year-olds

@ Have more guards so that there would be less crime . . .
@ Have monkey bars, swings and slides in

@ Have nodrugs in Ireland so children cannot take every school

el @ Have more security guards in playgrounds so

things do not get broken or damaged

@ Ban smoking completely

« Stop teenagers from : i
0 erking and crinking “T would le Have more time to play
S, < Give big fines to people the recession [ (k.
? who are selling drink SO peop\e wo U‘d
to people who are no‘]’ hdve 1‘0 “I WOU‘d mdke

nderege em'g"dTe-” sure that there were
T Ry R no drugs inIrelandso
o _ that children won’t
Other things that children would like to change in "oz take any drugs o
Ireland for children to be happy are:
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T @ Placestogo
Weather
Sport
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B @ The environment
« Driving and transport
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Having to wait until you are 18
to vote, drink and see certain films
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“We have homework
and it takes a long time to
doit. Afterschoolyou
come home and have to
do homework and when
you’re done it’s nearly
time for bed!l” —

“I would make

\ \\ \»\\ ¥/ sure that there were
\\\\\\\\\\\ no drugs inlrelandso

that children won'’t

THE ONE THING take any drugs.”
g HEY WOULD CHANGE o B

ABOUT BEING A OHILD
*  INIREL AND... =

“I would change the
classroom numbers
andI would get

hange it so that
there wouldbe no
robbers because
I worry about it
So e‘rirnes !

new schools.”
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: _ REMEMBER
ABO UT’ N ANSWERING THE
R S\ \ QUESTIONS?!

In April 2011, the Department of Children and Youth Affairs
asked every schoolin Ireland to take part in a survey. Children
were asked to answer these questions:

@ What's the BEST thing about being a child in Ireland?
@ What's the WORST thing about being a child in Ireland?

@ What one thing would you CHANGE in Ireland for
children to be happy?
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I SPECIAI. THANKs TO ALL OF THE e mainthingsthat
:}‘3 "J CHILDREN WHO HELPED Us WITH said arein THIS leaflet.
-i ‘ THls LEAFLET: The main things that YOUN(?

" PEOPLE over the age of 12 said
Abby Eoghan Klea Oisin Trisha are in a different leaflet.

Caitlyn Fatima Luisa Tori Vanessa
Conor Iona Max
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T H E c o Ns U LTATI 0 N , Department of Children and Youth Affairs

I 43 Mespil Road
Dublin 4

Tel: +353 (0)1647 3000

Fax: +353 (0)1667 0826

E-mail: citizenparticipation@dcya.gov.ie
Web: www.dcya.ie

The Department of Children and Youth Affairs will use the information
from the consultation to help them develop plans for children and young
people over the next five years.



